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"The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into 
the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own 
eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, 
Generous inside and out, true from start to finish."

John 1:14 (MSG)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Making Christmas Brighter
Do you have Christmas decorations you no longer use? Do you have unused 
or gently used items that can be re-gifted? Each year we share such items with 
our God’s Pantry clients who seem to greatly appreciate the choices. We will 
continue to receive through December 20. Your gifts will be a blessing to many.

Feed the Choir
At St. Luke UMC we have a tradition of “Feeding the Choir” during the special Christmas Choir 
Services, and we hope you will help us! Please bring your breakfast/ brunch items to the church early 
on Sunday morning, December 15, so our musicians know they are appreciated for all their hard work! 
A sign-up sheet will be posted at the Connection Center.

United Methodist Women Christmas Celebration
The United Methodist Women of St Luke will celebrate Christmas on 
December 3 at 6pm in Fellowship Hall. Instead of exchanging gifts, we’ve 
chosen to bring gifts for The Nest. We will have pizza, salad, and dessert and 
play some Christmas themed games. Ladies, come join us for food and fun, we’d 
also encourage you to share gifts with The Nest (an organization that provides 

many programs and aids for children and families) – bring an unwrapped gift, suitable for children 0 
to 5-years. If you are unable to attend that evening and want to donate, please leave (unwrapped) toys 
in the Connection Center. Hope to see you on Tuesday, December 3 at 6pm!

St. Luke Connect
Are you new to St. Luke? Want to find out more about 
what we value, our ministries and more about the church? 
Our Senior Pastor, Brian Ebel, would love to meet you on 
Wednesday, December 4 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. This is an opportunity for newer people 
to St. Luke that want to find out more to connect, join the church, be baptized or ask 
questions.

We are Hiring!
We need additional paid child care workers on Sunday mornings from 9:15-12:15. The position pays 
$15 an hour.  For an application, email scutshall@stlukeumc.org.

Connec
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St. Luke FamilySt. Luke Family
CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 
EVE DINNEREVE DINNER

Holiday          Holiday          
     Hope     Hope

Sunday, December 8

5:30 to 7:30  p.m. 
More information on page 5

Sunday, December 15

9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Christmas Music Sunday 
with Chorale Performance

Tues., December 24

6:30 to 7:30  p.m. 
More information on page 6

Tues., December 24

5:30 & 7:30  p.m. 
Christmas Eve Traditonal 
Candlelight Services
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God is moving into the neighborhood! 
The Christmas Season is near, and as 
we prepare our hearts to make room 
for our Savior, it ’s a great opportunity 
to make room for some invitations to 
Christmas Eve worship gatherings! 

Christmas Eve is the #1 service that guests 
attend during the year. It ’s the traditions of 
years past, the nostalgia of candle lighting and 
Silent Night, and the joy and hope that comes 
with the richness of the Christmas Season. 
Within all of these things is a great opportunity 
here at St. Luke. We can share the joy of an 
invitation with family, friends, co-workers, 
neighbors, and those we meet along the way to 
be our guest for Christmas Eve worship. We will 
have two services – 5:30 and 7:30 pm, with a 
community dinner in between services. 

“How can I invite?” There are a lot of great ways 
to invite for Christmas Eve. The best is typically 
a personal invitation. Be direct – “We would 
love for you to be our guest at St. Luke for 
Christmas Eve. Join us for dinner before/after 
service if you like.” Social Media can be another 

great tool. A handwritten invitation that comes 
by mail is unexpected in today’s culture, and can 
go a long way in encouraging someone to join 
you this year. 

Make the most of the moment. For your guests 
who arrive for Christmas Eve worship, be sure 
to greet them personally, and take the time and 
care to sit with them during service. Let them 
know how glad you are that they invested their 
special night to be part of God’s special night. 
We will be lighting candles and celebrating Holy 
Communion. Encourage them to participate as 

by Brian Ebelby Brian Ebel
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God moves their heart.   

All of us can commit to warm hospitality. Finally, 
let’s remember something as we arrive for worship 
on Christmas Eve. We have an opportunity to help 
people feel welcome and know this is a church that 
wants to meet people where they’re at in life and 
love them well. Leave some of the front spots in 
the parking lot for guests and park a little further 
away from the front doors if you’re able. Move 
toward the center of the pews so those arriving 
later to worship can find a seat easily. We have the 
joy of welcoming people as our treasured guests 
and we make room in the St. Luke neighborhood 
for everyone. Let’s shine with the light and love of 
Christ brightly. 

I’m looking forward to a great Advent with you as 
we explore John 1 and consider how God moved 
in our neighborhood. We are working behind 
the scenes to make all sorts of great updates to 
St. Luke that I’ll be sharing more about as 2020 
unfolds. I’m excited and I hope you are too! 

Enjoy the journey!
Brian

December 2019 | 4



of our church, our pastors and staff, our leadership 

and ministries, to help each person grow closer to 

Jesus Christ.  And unfortunately, in our American, 

self-focused, consumer-driven culture, money is 

often and easily a stumbling block between people 

and God.  It’s counter-cultural to think in terms of 

abundance rather than scarcity, and what we give 

is easily hidden from others.  But let me encourage 

you from my own personal experience; the fear you 

may feel is temporary.  When you trust God and 

obey God’s teaching in this fundamental area, you 

will realize you had nothing to fear after all, you will 

be freed from always wanting more and never being 

satisfied, and you will know the true peace of not 

being controlled by things.  

I will be praying for you as you consider these 

things.  If you would like to talk with Pastor Brian 

or myself, please let us know.  We would love to sit 

down with you!

May the peace of the Christ Child be with you 

during this Advent season and always,

Nora Conner

Executive Pastor

Dear Church Family,
We have concluded our Kingdom Economics series, 

and through it, we learned to see a familiar parable 

through fresh eyes.  We learned to apply it to 

ourselves and to our relationship with money and 

things.  And we learned that this area of our lives is 

often the part we hold back on the longest.  We fear 

loss of control.  We fear loss of identity.  We fear loss 

of security.  We fear.

But God’s message is one of hope, not of fear.  

Rather than allowing our culture’s lies to dominate 

our thinking, when we trust God with this most 

personal and private area of our lives, we learn that 

God is trustworthy.  And we also learn that what 

had such power over us, what we thought had such a 

non-negotiable priority in our lives, really is nothing 

to hide behind, nothing to chase after.  Rather, it 

is a tool that has a proper place but that is not our 

highest need or priority, or even our highest goal 

or desire.  And when we trust and experience God’s 

faithfulness, the truth of His word and provision, 

then we can be freed of our fear.  We can see that 

there was nothing to fear after all.  Then we can 

be the stewards we are intended to be, and we can 

know the peace of not being controlled by things 

that ultimately leave us empty and wanting. Does 

the church need money?  Sure, money is a reality 

of living in this world.  Money pays the bills, and 

money enables some things to happen.  But the 

bigger priority, the higher goal, is the responsibility 

GIVING 
MATTERS
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St. Luke wants to invite the church family to 
a community dinner for members and guests 
alike. There will be a meal in between the two 
Christmas Eve services from 6:30-7:30pm. Feel 
free to come and go as you attend the services. 
St. Luke will provide the meat and the drinks, 
but please bring a side or dessert to share. Come 
worship and gather around the table with your 
St. Luke family. 
 
Volunteers will also be needed to help set up 
before the meal and to help clean up afterwards. 
If you are interested, please contact Amanda 
Draughn at adraughn@stlukeumc.org

St. Luke FamilySt. Luke Family
CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 
EVE DINNEREVE DINNER

Christmas 
Eve Dinner
December 24
6:30-7:30 p.m.
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M O M E N T

A former pastor once 

noted that no one of 

us should or would 

feel lonely or isolated if each 

of us let the love of God shine 

through us. That reminded 

me that indeed our Stephen 

Ministers specifically are 

prepared to do just that. 

In a sermon series "Pardon 

the Interruption," Pastor Nora 

preached on a story of friendship 

from Mark Chapter 2. She noted 

that caring for one another is 

‘what friends do’ and through 

that exchange both the caregiver 

and the recipient are impacted. 

Again, I was reminded that 

Stephen Ministers are trained 

Christian friends who come into 

a person’s life to walk alongside 

them no matter how long ago the 

painful event.  Thus, St. Luke’s 

Stephen Ministers are pleased to 

assist  with our 2019 Hope for the 

Holiday event at St. Luke.

The holiday season of 

Thanksgiving, Christmas and 

New Year’s can be difficult. 

This is especially true if you are 

feeling lonely, lost and anxious.  

Losses, whether the loss of a 

loved one, loss of good health, 

loss of financial security or other 

circumstances, can have you 

feeling lonely while in a crowd. 

Everyone around you; the people 

you share the grocery store line 

with, pass in traffic, sit next to 

at work, encounter on social 

media, and see across the kitchen 

table—they’re all experiencing the 

collateral damage of living. They 

are all grieving someone, missing 

someone, worried about someone. 

Their marriages are crumbling or 

their mortgage payment is late or 

they’re waiting on their child’s test 

results, or they’re buying bananas 

five years after a death and still 

pushing back tears because the 

loss feels as real as it did that first 

day. But that doesn’t mean you 

have to go through it alone.

Whatever the reason, if you need 

a boost to get through this holiday 

period consider attending the 

Holiday Hope program and service 

on Sunday, December 8th.   At 

5:30 you can participate in an 

activity to cherish a loved one’s 

memory or acknowledge an event. 

Or you can just enjoy a snack while 

talking about the challenge of 

getting through the holidays. At 

6:30 p.m. Chaplain Diane Munoz 

will lead us in a service designed to 

give us hope for the holidays.     

by Karen Hinkle
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While many people are celebrating the joy of the holidays, 

do you find yourself struggling? Do you find it difficult 

to think about or plan activities because of the loss of 

loved ones, health challenges, or other significant life events?  

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 8th!  From 5:30 to 7:30  

p.m. St. Luke will be graced with the presence and talents of Diane 

Munoz, Chaplain with Bluegrass Hospice Care who will lead us in 

an evening service that will include a time of cherishing memories 

as well as a program on how to live through the holidays with hope. 

Please bring a copy of your favorite photograph and we’ll be using 

them to make ornaments during the 5:30-6:30 time prior to the 

worship service. This program is being supported by  the St. Luke 

Stephen Ministers working with Pastor Brian.   

Holiday  
  Hope
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THE THE BIGGESTBIGGEST  
COMMUNICATION SHIFT IN COMMUNICATION SHIFT IN 

500 YEARS500 YEARS
YOU'VE SEEN IT.
It's everywhere and we are 
experiencing it now. It's the biggest 
communication shift in our culture 
since the invention of the moveable 
type printing press over 500 years 
ago. The invention of the moveable 
type printing press of John 
Gutenerg in Germany in 1450 
was revolutionary and changed 
the way the world communicated 
and also transformed the way we 
learn about God, read the Bible, 
and grow the church. We are now 
experiencing an explosion in new 
communication technologies, 
catapulting the church into the 
21st century who is sometimes 
struggling to keep up with current 
communications trends and 
technologies. Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, TikTok, Twitter, 
Snapchat, Linkedin and more 

social platforms have become king 
of the communications industry 
and the primary way people 
communicate. More than 53% 
of the population uses a mobile 
device as their primary computer 
and communication device. The 
modern world is ditching paper 
communication methods and 
embracing digital communications, 
simplified and clean design 
asthetics for technology, and 
creating a unified central hub for 
communications. Here at St. Luke, 
not only do we not want to get left 
behind, we want to be a current, 
relevant, and leading church and 
voice in our culture, town and 
community. We want to meet 
people where they are and where 
they are is online, on social media, 
in emails, and on phones – there's 
no debating that! 

Beginning in January 2020 you 
are going to begin to see major 
communication and infastructre 
changes at St. Luke: refined 
missions and values, an exciting 
renewed vision statement, new 
branding, colors, and logos, a 
new website that will become a 
communications hub, a unified, 
simplified, and reduced seasonal 
newsletter, simplified regular 
emails, a new online giving and 
membership database that offers 
full transparency and allows you 
to check your giving statements, 
book meetings and rooms, and 
view the St. Luke calendar, a 
St. Luke moblie app, a modern 
Welcome Center with giving 
kiosks, and an overhaul to and 
focus on our social media.  Some 
of these changes you are already 
seeing, look forward to more!

by Mark Walz, Jr. by Mark Walz, Jr. 
Director of CommunicationsDirector of Communications
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The Contemporary Worship 

Service at St. Luke is continuing 

to offer a worshiping community 

for new and current attenders of 

St. Luke who enjoy Contemporary 

Worship.  As our community 

has grown and shifted we have 

decided to update a few things, 

and we wanted to make you aware 

of these.

Wes Wilcox is stepping into the 

paid position of Contemporary 

Music Coordinator.  In this 

position, Wes is responsible 

for coordinating the band and 

choosing the songs for the 

services alongside the lead team.  

He also leads practices with 

and leads the band on guitar 

on Sunday mornings.  Wes has 

been doing this for a while and 

St. Luke wants to recognize his 

work as well as show value to 

what he is doing by making this 

an official role! 

The Contemporary Worship 

Lead team has made the 

decision to use Pastor Brian’s 

Video sermons through the 

season of Advent.  This will 

allow the whole church to 

hear the messages that Brian 

is sharing around the ideas 

connected with Advent and the 

coming of Jesus.  Pastor Brian 

will film a video of his sermon 

during the week so he can tailor 

it to the Contemporary Service!  

Everything else in the service 

will still be designed by the Lead 

team and Praise Band. 

The Contemporary Worship 

Community looks forward to 

these updates as we continue 

to pursue our vision of an 

intergenerational, Jesus-

centered community!  If you 

enjoy contemporary music 

and haven’t worshiped with us 

recently, we invite you to join 

us on Sunday mornings at 10:45 

in the Fellowship Hall as we 

worship together.  

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIPCONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
UPDATESUPDATES

by John Duffby John Duff
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From the 
Pantry Shelf

by Karen Hinkle

p
a
n
t
r
y

St. Luke operates a 
food pantry through 
God's Pantry on 
Mondays through 
Fridays from 1-2:30 
p.m. & 6-7:30 p.m. 
The clients are given 
an opportunity to 
pick food items to 
form a nutritional 
food selection. 
Food supplements 
are prepared from 
both donated and 
purchased food and 
contain the items 
necessary to prepare 
enough meals for five 
to seven days.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL NEEDS
Christmas for our Pantry Clients 
We will accept holiday 
decorations and any items that 
can be regifted until Dec. 20. 
Items we are accepting are any 
unused items that were not your 
style or did not fit with your 
décor.  We also like to offer 
families gently used children’s 
toys, books or games that are 
in good condition.  Perhaps 
children could select some items 
they would like to donate for a 
less fortunate girl or boy. If you 
have them in your closets, rather 
than discarding them, bring 
them to the pantry on Dec. 1 
or any time after that date. We 
will offer items to our clients 
starting on December 2 through 
December 23.  
 
Holiday Hospitality
We are looking for St. Luke folks 
willing to be hosts or hostesses 
to offer a personal St. Luke 
hospitality to our pantry clients 
before Christmas. The time 
involved would be approximately 
2 hours and no more than 2 or 
3 persons are needed each time. 

This would involve making the 
coffee and hot chocolate, setting 
out the items near the pantry 
waiting area and then offering, 
serving and chatting with clients 
and then clearing up.  
 
This will include a treat of coffee 
and hot chocolate and cookies or 
other baked goods to our clients 
on Dec. 19, 20 and Monday, Dec. 
23. We purchased the food items 
last year but would welcome 
home baked items!
 
This would be a terrific way for 
St. Luke families to do a little 
something special for others.  
Interested in sharing some 
holiday spirit?  Contact Karen 
Hinkle at kphinkle@twc.com 
or call 859-421-1232.  A signup 
sheet will be posted by the Life 
Center Welcome Desk.
 
PANTRY VOLUNTEER NEEDS
Thursday Coordinator
We are looking for a Day 
Coordinator for Thursdays.  The 
Coordinator makes sure the 
morning supplies are shelved, all 
the routine tasks completed and 
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BLUE BARREL 

SUNDAy
A Special Kind of Advent
A list of items, one for each day of Advent is a great way 
to involve the family in sharing the Christmas devotions 
AND helping feed the hungry who come to St. Luke’s 
pantry. You can bring those any time you get your bag full! 
 
For the special Blue Barrel Sunday we are asking for 
vegetables that are NOT corn or green beans.  This means 
carrots, peas, lima beans, sauerkraut, beets and greens 
of all types - spinach, turnips, collard greens and mixed 
greens. This could also mean protein beans…. Pinto, 
black-eyed peas, great northern beans, cannelli beans.   
We have been so low on all of these this fall!  
  
Pick up a Blue Barrel Bag on December 8 and return on 
Sunday, December 15. 

On vacation or out of town on those dates? You can drop 
off your contributions any time by leaving at the Blue 
Barrels by door 3 or at the pantry. 

that all afternoon volunteers 
are present and ready for the 
afternoon service.  Anyone 
interested in learning more 
about the duties can contact 
Karen Hinkle to discuss.  It is 
possible to have a Coordinator 
handling the morning stocking 
and another person to serve as 
Coordinator for afternoon.
 
Regular Volunteer Opening
Monday through Friday, St. 
Luke uses 4-5 volunteers each 
morning and another team of 
at least four in the afternoon 
and again on Wednesday night.  
That is about 45 energetic, 

caring persons each week.  It 
also is coming time for those 
volunteers who are ‘snow birds’ 
to go south for the winter 
months. If you are looking 
for a new adventure for 2020, 
consider volunteering at the 
pantry. You will be blessed. 
 
Current openings: 
• afternoon volunteers 

Tuesdays and Fridays 
• morning stocking volunteers 

on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings

• Wednesday night team could 
use one or two additional 
persons willing to work one 

night a month.
• persons willing to sub for 

regular volunteers who 
need to be away for medical 
appointments or family 
obligations

 
One can work a regular weekly 
slot or several times a month 
whatever fits your schedule.
Contact Karen Hinkle@twc.com
or call at 859-421-1232 to 
discuss the expectations and job 
duties. Then you will work with 
the Volunteer Scheduler to get 
fitted into the calendar.  
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Worship Schedule:
9:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.


