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"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Romans 8:37
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Prayer Shawl Ministry    
Compassion and the love of knitting/crocheting have been combined into a 
prayerful ministry and spiritual practice which reaches out to those in need of 
comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and joy.  Many blessings are prayed 
into the shawls. The Prayer Shawl Ministry of St. Luke Methodist Church meets 
every Tuesday morning in Room 124 from 10:00-12:00.  If you knit/crochet, or 
would like to learn, please join us in the making and giving of the Prayer Shawls.

Yoga Classes Begin this Week! 
St. Luke will begin to host regular yoga classes on Fridays at 
9:00 a.m. beginning August 10. Carrie Rogers, a certified yoga 
instructor, will be providing yoga classes to those who wish to 
experience this exercise in a comfortable and familiar Christian 

environment. These classes will be very beginner friendly and for both men and women alike. 
They will be free with the option to make a donation to the St. Luke Recreation ministry 
fund. You would need to bring your own yoga mat or large towel or any straps, blocks, or 
pillows you might need.  Contact Mark Walz at mwalz@stlukeumc.org or Carrie Rogers at 
whitehairwoman@yahoo.com for more information. 

Ping-Pong Tournament 
Recently, St. Luke members have been playing lots of ping-pong at the 
church, and we now have three tables to play on!  As a result, we have 
decided to host a ping-pong tournament as part of the opening night of 
Wednesday.comm on August 15! Joy McPherson will be organizing the 
tournament, and anyone who would like to sign up can do so on the sheet 

next to the Connection Center.  When you sign up, please note whether you consider yourself 
a “beginner” or “advanced.”

Family Photos and Pictorial Directory
Appointments are almost full for our directory! A pictorial directory is a powerful 
tool in our church to help us know each other better. Please make an appointment 
to have your picture taken at the sign-up table in the Connection Center. Every 
family photographed for the directory will receive a copy of the directory and one 
8x10 portrait at no cost. You will also have the opportunity to purchase additional 

portraits at the time of photography. If you don’t find a date or time that works for you, please 
contact mwalz@stlukeumc.org.
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Growing Young Sunday School Study
Do you have young people in your life whom you care about?  Do you want to 
help pass along the Christian faith to the next generation?  The Genesis Sunday 
School Class and John Duff would like to invite you to a new study taking a look 
at different ways St. Luke can do a better job enabling young people to connect 
with God and love our church.  The class will be studying Fuller Youth Institute’s 

“Growing Young” for six weeks beginning Sunday, August 12  at 9:45 a.m. in Room 126.

Wednesday.comm Meal Sign-up 
The 2018 Fall Semester of Wednesday.comm will be upon us soon! We will 
need help serving the meals and would like to ask your group or class to 
consider serving one meal this semester. One benefit of sponsoring a meal is 
that you are able to raise money for a specific mission or ministry opportunity. 
There is a sign-up sheet by the Connection Center. Our fall semester runs 
August 15 through November 14.  Email or call Marty Sell at marty2sell@
yahoo.com or 859 296-1038 for any questions. 

Choir Resumes 
The St. Luke Chancel Choir will resume weekly practice on August 8 from 
7-8:00 p.m. For this first rehearsal, we will meet in the Sanctuary and our 
practice will be followed by a fun social time of dessert and fellowship! 
Everybody is welcome to join the choir (whether you have sung with us before 
ot not)! Practices will be weekly on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. Contact 

Brent Merritt bmerritt@stlukeumc.org if you have any questions.

Pickleball Coming Soon to St. Luke! 
Play the game of Pickleball, a fun sport that combines many elements of tennis, 
badminton, and ping-pong. We welcome all levels from beginners to advanced. 
Are you interested?  Stay tuned for more information or contact Moe Miller at 
edmundmillerjr@windstream.net or Mark Walz at mwalz@stlukeumc.org

Women’s Bible Study
Have you ever tried to fight worry with faith and felt you were losing the battle? Have 
comments like "God’s got this!" or "Just pray about it" only left you feeling more burdened? 
We know we shouldn’t worry, but the reality is that we all do at times. Whether our concerns 
are personal or global, we long for something more than platitudes that will help us put real 
feet to our faith and win the worry battle. Women of all ages are welcome to join us as we 
begin our 7 week study, "Joshua: Winning the Worry Battle" by Barbara Roose. We will 
meet on Wednesdays from 10:00-12:00 in Room 126 beginning on September 5.  For more 
information, contact Lynn Hill at lynn.hill@twc.com or text/call 859-576-9238.
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Change comes hard, especially in the church. 
Jesus found that to be true, in part, was put 
on the Cross because the church refused 

to change in order to let everyone in.   Sixteen 
centuries later, the Church rejected John Wesley’s 
efforts to change the church - to open it up to 
the poor and the laborers - so Wesley began the 
Methodist reform movement. Recently, a study was 
done of churches that are continuing to grow in 
this season of general church decline, and the study 
found that churches that are growing and thriving 
have at least one thing in common – they have done 
something to reinvent themselves in the last eight 
years or so. Reinventing is just a fancy (and perhaps 
less threatening) word for change. This study found 
that churches that reject change will get swept up 
in the cycle of decline that is plaguing churches of 
all denominations all across America. Though we 
don’t like change, the fact is that change creates 
excitement and is often a precursor for growth.   

The statistics show that since about 2009-2010, 
attendance in our Sunday morning worship services 
has been in decline.  That fact has been somewhat 
muted by the addition of two new worship services, 
the multicultural service when it first began, and more 
recently the Swahili service.   So while overall worship 
attendance at all services has remained constant (even 
showing a slight increase in the 2017 year end report), 
the Sunday morning services have shown some 
decline.   During that same time period, attendance 
in Sunday School has been on a plateau - neither 
growing nor declining.  A few years ago, the Staff and 
the Servant Leadership Team began to take a serious 
look at how we worship and when we worship and 
who we are reaching with our services.  We discovered 
that essentially the Sunday morning schedule at St. 
Luke, as it pertains to worship and Sunday School, has 
remained unchanged for more than 20 years and, in 
the last several years, participation in both have either 
plateaued or begun to decline.   While there are many 
reasons for this, some more external that are beyond 

A New Day For Worship and Sunday School 
is Dawning at St. Luke
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our control, the feeling is that St. Luke can do better 
than the average church.  We can run counter to the 
pattern of decline!  

We have always been a church that has been out on 
the front lines of all that we do and God is calling us 
to step forward again and to take some risks in His 
name as the Holy Spirit directs. For us to be able to 
continue to reach into the community in a dynamic 
way and introduce Jesus Christ in EVERY Life, change 
must come!  

Therefore, on September 16, a new day will dawn in 
the remarkable history of St. Luke United Methodist 
Church. We will not only be changing the times 
we worship, but also the way we worship. There will 
be many more details forthcoming, but beginning 
on September 16, the following will be our Sunday 

schedule: 9:30 a.m. formal worship in the Sanctuary; 
10:45 a.m. new worshipping community in the 
Fellowship Hall (see pages 6-7); 11:00 a.m. less formal 
worship in the Sanctuary; 12:30 p.m. Swahili Worship 
in The Loft; 3:00 p.m. Multicultural Worship in the 
Fellowship Hall.   

There will also be adjustments in the times for 
Sunday School classes.  Each class is in the process of 
determining that for their own class, and as soon as 
we have all of that information determined, we will 
let the church know.  Let’s all pray that these changes 
will help grow the Kingdom through both worship 
and Sunday School.   God has done, is doing, and will 
continue to do great things through St. Luke United 
Methodist Church.  To Him be all glory and honor 
and praise!
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The Lord is doing 
something new and fresh 
at St. Luke!  The idea 

of a new approach to worship is 
now coming to fruition.   Through 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and the work of those dedicated 
to the area of worship leadership, 
St. Luke wants to offer a new 
worship experience with fresh 
vision!  At the end of 2017,  the 
staff commissioned a team that has 
been working since the beginning 
of 2018 to lead the visioning and 
shaping of the new worshiping 
experience, and those on the team 
include: Jennifer Baker, Amanda 
Draughn, John Duff, Jonny 
Gifford, Kathy Swango and Matt 
Trimble.  The Servant Leadership 
Team, as well as the staff, has 
been kept  informed as the work 

has progressed.   The team has 
been in prayer and discernment, 
keeping in mind the objectives 
of reaching wider demographics 
of people than those whom our 
current worship services meet. 

PURPOSE
Why are we doing something 
new?  What is the purpose of the 
new service?
To engage more people in worship 
at St. Luke, helping them to grow 
closer to and be more mature 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Churches that are reaching 
significant numbers of new persons 
in worship are doing so by offering 
different expressions of worship, 
and we believe there are some in 
our midst and also new people we 

will reach if we offer something 
that is more participatory to draw 
people into an encounter with God.

PICTURE
What might this new worship 
experience look like? Where is 
God leading us?
The vision is: "An intergenerational, 
Jesus-centered community who 
gathers to encounter God through 
Spirit-led, participatory (interactive) 
and relational worship."

The Lead Vision team for this 
new worship experience strongly 
believes that God works through 
relationships, so we want to
create a relational and 
participatory/interactive worship 
experience that will create 

a new worship
 experience

by John Duff
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opportunities for congregation 
members to interact with and learn 
from each other during the service, 
as well as  build a community 
where all feel welcome and valued. 

What are the core values that we 
will hold to? 
1. Care for and investment in 

young people (passing on our 
faith to the next generation).

2. Freedom in worship and 
planning (being Spirit-led).

3. Working in team. (not a solo-
leader model, but the body of 
Christ being the body together).

4. Scripture, prayer and sacraments 
as central guides to the 
worshiping community.

5. Loving God as Trinity and 
loving people.

6. No rituals without 
understanding (explaining why 
we do things so that outsiders 
can understand).

7. The new worshiping community 
will still be a part of St. Luke as 
a whole.  Those wanting to be a 
part of the new community will 
change only the space in which 
they worship (Fellowship Hall 
instead of the sanctuary).   

PLAN
What’s the plan for this new 
thing?  How will we get there?
1. We have had practice services 

once a month through summer 
and will have another one in 
August on the 12th at 11:00 in 

the youth room. 
2. We will begin new weekly 

services in the Fellowship 
Hall on September 16th .  The 
Worship will be on Sunday 
mornings at 10:45 AM.

3. We will be forming different 
leadership teams in the areas of 
music, teaching, discipleship and 
hospitality.  If you are interested 
in being a part of one of these 
teams, talk with John Duff.

PART
What might be your part in the 
midst of this change?
1. For those not interested in this 

type of new worship gathering, 
continue worshiping God and 
being a part of St. Luke as you 
have always been.  Please pray 
for the new community as 
partners with you in what God 
is doing through the ministries 
of St. Luke.  Be aware of what 
is happening so that if you 
interact with someone you know 
that might enjoy this type of 
worshiping community, you can 
invite them!

2. For those who are interested in 
this new worshiping community, 
plan to jump in and be a part 
of what is happening when we 
launch in the fall. Come to our 
gathering on August 12th 
to meet with those already 
involved and to see how you 
can be a part of what is 
going on.

3. For those who are unsure about 
this new idea and might be 
interested, come out to one of 
our worship gatherings and see 
what we are about! If you have 
a meaningful and enjoyable 
experience, you can join us, if not 
you can continue in your normal 
Sunday morning worship. 

People have been worshiping 
God for a long time at St. Luke, 
and we are continuing to stand 
on their shoulders and build on 
the foundation that they have 
laid.   Months of prayer, thought 
and work have been poured into 
this fresh worshiping experience, 
and we are excited to be following 
the Lord into this new venture.  
Because Jesus is Lord, we have 
chosen to give our lives to seeing 
His kingdom come here in our part 
of Lexington.  Let’s continue the 
work of bringing about the vision 
of Jesus Christ in Every Life here 
to St. Luke and our surrounding 
neighborhood!  

If you have questions, 
please contact John Duff 

at jduff@stlukeumc.org 
or chat with anyone on 

the Leadership Team 
(named at the beginning 

of this article).   
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by Mike Powers

On one of my trips to the 
hospital the day our second 
granddaughter, Elizabeth Joy, 

was born in March 2017, I hit the wrong 
button on the elevator and obviously got 
off on the wrong floor.  Actually, I believe 
Providence was at work because sitting 
there in the waiting area of that floor were 
Phil and Janet Hogg, dear friends of ours 
for many years.  Phil is Senior Pastor of 
Asbury UMC in Alexandria, Kentucky.  
Their family had gathered at that hospital 
as well, anticipating their third grandchild, 
who would be the first girl in their family 
after their three boys and two grandsons.  
They celebrated Elizabeth Joy’s birth with 

us, and we shared their anticipated joy as 
well.  As we read the comments others 
posted on Facebook that week, having 
heard about Elizabeth’s arrival, well over a 
thousand people shared their best wishes 
with the family.  Later that night, one 
of Jonathan’s best friends who lives in 
Oklahoma just happened to be driving 
through Kentucky, made a detour toward 
Lexington, and was sitting there in the 
room with Jonathan, Faith, big sister, not-
quite-three year old Audrey, and Elizabeth 
when we arrived.  

I share all that because those connections 
with this state, across the country and 
around the world emphasize the fact that 
Elizabeth was not only born into the 
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Powers family; she was born into 
a large community of faith that 
began to celebrate her life from 
the first moments of her entry 
into the world.  All these people, 
and thousands more, already were 
creating space in their lives and in 
this world to include her.  It is the 
intention of her parents and both 
sets of grandparents that she will 
now and forever be mindful of this 
community of faith that welcomes 
her, loves her, prays for her, and 
wants the best for her.  We will 
do all we can to encourage her to 
enjoy that community every day 
throughout the rest of her life.

Relationships are the fundamental 
reality of life.  We are born 
into relationships, nurtured in 
relationships, and are intended 
to be partners with God in 
establishing healthy, loving, 
growing relationships.  We are 
made for and spend our lives 
longing for community.  That 
intrinsic longing and need in 
each of us is not simply because 

we are human; it is the image of 
God stamped on our souls.  Being 
in community is God’s idea.  It 
reflects the very nature of God and 
is at the heart of what God desires 
for everyone on this planet.

Jesus’ prayer in John 17 has been 
referred to as ‘The High Priestly 
Prayer’ as our Lord intercedes on 
behalf of the community of faith.  
He first prays for those disciples 
who believed and followed Him 
to this last week of His life (verse 
6-19), and then (verse 20) He 
prays for those who will believe in 
Him through their message. That 
includes every Christian believer 
since Jesus prayed this prayer; that 
includes you and me; and, I pray, 
that includes my granddaughters, 
Audrey Grace and Elizabeth Joy 
as they one day will receive and 
believe in Jesus through the witness 
of the community of faith that 
surrounds them.  

Jesus prayed for us (verse 21) "that 
all may be one, Father, just as You 

are in Me and I am in You.  May 
they also be in Us so that the 
(whole) world may believe that 
You have sent Me. "  Note that 
Jesus did not pray for us to be 
united in structure or in policy or 
in practice.  Rather, he prayed that 
we might experience the divine 
community, the community of the 
Trinity.  The faith community of 
God is the perfect relationship of 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
This is what God desires for us all.  
Such a community is the distinctive 
witness to the unbelieving world of 
what community life truly is.  

Community is God’s idea.  It 
reflects the very nature of God and 
is at the heart of what God desires 
for everyone on this planet.  Jesus 
prayed and continues to pray for 
us to be fully engaged in that faith 
community.  It begins with us; the 
world will believe it when they 
see it in us.  This is who we are, 
St. Luke.  Inviting others to our 
community is what we do.
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our 
vision 
of Jesus 
Christ in Every 
Life!

Have questions or ideas?  Want 
to talk about any of these things?  
I’d love to sit down with you—
just let me know!  

Peace in Christ,

Associate Pastor
& Director of 
Ministry and
Stewardship

Dear Church Family, 

A few months ago, I shared an 
idea with you.  I had discovered 
the amazing, even incredible, 
impact the church would 
experience if each person increased 
their contribution by just $5.00 
each Sunday they are here.  Many 
of you have responded to that, and 
I want to thank you!

I would like to take a moment to 
refresh that idea and also suggest 
additional, more tangible, ways 
to think of it.  What if you also 
thought about increasing your 
giving to God by the equivalent 
of your daily coffee stop?  Or 
the amount of one meal out each 
week?  Or the cost new golf shoes, 

or a new 
blouse, or a 

new tool, or a new purse?  
God intends for us to enjoy the 
good things in life, but God also 
wants us to know that everything 
we have or can get comes from 
Him, and He knows that the 
things of this world can affect our 
perspective and priorities.  His 
word is true that when we keep 
these things in balance, we find 
greater joy and freedom than we 
can imagine, joy in knowing we 
are able to make a difference, and 
freedom from the power material 
things can have over us.

Something that I have come to 
understand in my journey as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ is that 
giving is always ultimately a 
spiritual matter, and so I ask you to 
prayerfully consider these things.  
Regardless of the amount of your 
contributions, I want to ensure you 
that all that you give goes right to 
work, impacting our ministries and 
changing lives as we move toward 

MATTERSGiving
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*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

JUNE 2018
 Budget needs $116,043.20

 Total income* $91,318.57
 Expenses $99,651.62
 Expenses-to-Income difference ($8,333.05) 

 Alms contributions for June 2018 $3,205.00
 Balloon Fund contributions for 2018 $50,201.54 
 Total Balloon Fund contributions to date $283,936.45  

 Life Center mortgage balance (as of 6-30-18) $2,247,308.65

The information is a summary of our 2018 finances through June.  Many thanks for your 
faithfulness and for the many ways you impact our church and the world for Jesus Christ.  
May we continue to be good stewards of God’s gifts!
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Our Wednesday.comm Opening Meal 
and Game Night is August 15! 

Our opening event this Year 
Consists of a Mexican Dinner and Opening Game 
Night led by the Grow and Equip Leadership Team.  
The opening night will Start at 5:15 p.m. and 
run until 6:30 p.m. in the Gym.  The Game 
Night will include a Ping-Pong tournament, 
Nine-Square, Corn-hole and more!  In 
addition to games, our facilitators will be 
available to discuss their classes that will be 
offered starting August 22. 

Come out to have a good time and 
build relationships with others 
through recreation at St. Luke!

Wednesday evenings are a great way to get 
connected at St. Luke.  Each Wednesday evening 
starts with a time of fellowship over dinner.  
Following the meal there are classes and activities 
for children, youth, and adults.  

Classes and Activities start August 22!
Once again this year the meals will be hosted by 
different groups and classes to raise awareness and 
support for various ministries in our community. 
Meals are $5 per plate ($15 max per family, sharing 
allowed if you wish) and will be served from 5:15 
-6:30 p.m. Our Wednesday.comm meal organizer is 
Marty Sell. If you are interested in serving during the 
meal, let Marty know and she will be glad to find a 
place for you to serve.

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week:
5:15-6:30 p.m.       Come-and-go community meal in the gym
6:00-7:00 p.m.       Childcare for infants and toddlers
6:00-7:00 p.m.       Activities for preschoolers
6:00-7:00 p.m.       K-5th Graders:  "13 Very Amazing 
        Animals and How God Used Them"
6:00-7:00 p.m.       Youth Bible Study in the Youth Room
7:00-7:30 p.m.      Youth Basketball in Gym
6:00-7:30 p.m.       Adult Classes
7:00-8:30 p.m.       Choir Practice

FALL Semester 2018

With an Authentic Mexican 
Dinner by our own Jose and 
Victoria Buenrostro!
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For the Children 6:00-7:00 p.m.
This semester the K-5th graders will be learning 
about "13 Very Amazing Animals and How God 
Used Them." Each week we will focus on one key 
Bible truth—kids will discover it, think about it, talk 
about it, pray about it, and apply what they learn. They 
will experience that point through Bible exploration, 
fun discussions, giggle-worthy games, and oh-wow 
activities that engage kids in multiple ways.
 
Kids will discover the faith-building, life-changing 
truths tucked into the stories of 13 animals that God 
created. They will see how God used some thirsty 
camels, low-flying quail, a talking donkey, and more. 
Along the way, they will be assured that God knows 
them and loves them—and is ready to use them in big 
ways too! 

We will meet in the Loft from 6:00- 7:00 p.m. and 
will also have music time with Miss Macy!  

Witness: Learning to Share your Christian Faith 
Facilitated by Doug Sell  5:45-7:00 p.m.
Witness: Learning to Share Your Christian Faith by 
Ron Crandall is a small-group experience that helps 
participants understand how to speak of their faith 
with others. The experience integrates Bible study 
and reflection with spiritual practices to deepen the 
faith life of participants.  Participants will examine 
their faith through Bible study and reflection; grow 
spiritually with others; identify gifts for ministry; and 
learn how to witness in a natural and effective way 
to others.  Join Doug Sell on a 2-semester (Fall and 
Spring) journey together, as we learn and practice 
sharing our faith with those around us.  Doug will be 
leading the class each week, and Ron will help from 
time to time to encourage discussion and learning. 

Discipleship Essentials 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Keith Reinke 
Have you ever been drawn to someone with a 
striking faith and want to understand why? Have you 
experienced God’s active involvement in your daily life 
and want to share with others but don’t know where 
to start? What is a disciple, and how do you become 
one? We will answer all of these questions and more as 
we grow in Christ by seeking him together. Jesus' own 
pattern of disciple-making was intimate involvement 
with others and allowing life to rub against life. By 
gathering in small groups to study the Bible and 
encourage one another, we most closely follow Jesus' 
example with the twelve disciples. 
This workbook: “Discipleship Essentials” by Greg 
Ogden is a tool designed to help you follow this 
pattern Jesus drew for us. Working through it will 
deepen your knowledge of essential Christian teaching 
and strengthen your faith.  Join Keith Reinke (419) 
494-3522 kareinke@twc.com and others as we walk 
together in community to grow as disciples in Christ.

Wednesday Classes and Groups

(classes and groups continued on next page)
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FaithLink 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Nora Conner  Aug. 22 - Sept. 5
Join us for this short series that connects Scripture and 
our faith to the issues facing our culture today.  Each 
lesson can be done as a stand-alone class, so join us for 
one, two, or all three topics!  Topics for this series will 
be “On-Demand Culture,” “Facing the Future,” and 
“Jobs, Work, and Vocation.”

The Master Plan of Evangelism   6:00-7:15 p.m. 
Facilitated by Mike Powers  Beginning August 29
It all started when Jesus called a few people to 
follow him and share God's message with their 
neighbors. We are called to do the same. But 
evangelism can be difficult--even intimidating. 
With all the evangelism resources available, where 
should you turn to find sound advice on how to 
share the Good News with others?

The answers aren't found in TV evangelism, easy-
evangelism guidebooks, or the latest marketing 
techniques; rather, in “The Master Plan of Evangelism,” 
Robert E. Coleman points to the Bible, to the ultimate 
example found in Jesus Christ.

Come, and let’s grow stronger and deeper together, 
Wednesdays, 6-7:15 p.m., Questions?  Email 
Pastor Mike at mpowers@stlukeumc.org or call the 
church office. 

Classes and Groups Continued...

The Cup of our Life 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Claire Hundley and Heidi Wilcox
Beginning August 29 
St. Luke is experiencing a surge in small groups 
and spiritual growth. As participants in several of 
these small groups, we have experienced a feeling of 
community, fellowship, and spiritual accountability.  
We invite you to join us for a Wednesday.comm 
offering where we will share, study and pray in 
intergenerational small groups. 

We will begin each session with a 15-20 minute 
discussion of various times in our lives based on the 
book by Joyce Rupp, “The Cup of Our Life.”  We will 
talk about our cups of life as vessels for God’s presence, 
whether our cup is broken, overflowing, empty, or full 
of compassion and blessing. After this discussion, we 
will break into small groups to share and grow in our 
spiritual journey. 

Financial Peace University  6:00-7:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Nora Conner Sept. 12-Nov. 7
Do you have dreams and goals?  Then please join us 
for this life-changing course by Dave Ramsey!  The 
class is for everyone  and will help you gain a sound 
Christian perspective on  your  whole financial picture 
and decisions.  There is a cost for materials, but 
assistance is available if needed.  Contact Nora Conner 
(nconner@stlukeumc.org, 269-4687) with questions.
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The Kentucky Annual 
Conference ( KAC ) 
took place June 11–13, 

2018 at the Northern Kentucky 
Convention Center in Covington, 
KY. Donna and I were blessed 
to be part of those representing 
St. Luke UMC as lay delegate's 
at this years Annual Conference. 
In addition, also representing St. 
Luke were clergy delegates Mark 
Girard, Nora Conner, and David 
Balondani, and lay delegate Todd 
Conner. Jessica Wells attended as 

Conference Secretary on 
Motions. Others attending 
from St. Luke were Mike 
Powers, Stephen Wells, 
Allen Porter, Magy 
Balondani, Lowell and 
Betty Langefeld, and 
Jeremy Arnold. The theme 
of Conference was  “See 
the Possibilities – Leading 
with the Holy Spirit."  Nearly 
1000 delegates from across the 
Conference attended. 

The AC Worship band provided 
outstanding music throughout our 
time together – whether hymns, 
praise music, or special music, their 
offerings made our worship times 
extra special. They opened our time 
on Monday  with the song “In 
Your Presence Lord” and “Holy 
Spirit” which included the lyrics 
“Holy Spirit, You are welcome 
here.“ Bishop Leonard Fairley 
then shared a sermon entitled 
“Looking through the Eyes of 
the Spirit. “ In it he said, “People 
of God, you already have God’s 
Spirit, let’s not just stand here 
looking into Heaven, there’s work 
to be done.”  During his sharing, 

St. Luke UMC Report of 
the 2018 Kentucky Annual Conference

by Jim Eastburn
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he acknowledged that there can be 
heated debate over human sexuality, 
but he urged those coming to 
Conference not to come in despair. 
The service concluded with Holy 
Communion. The clergy and laity 
then met in separate sessions. The 
laity were introduced to the lay 
leaders for the conference and 
district. Irene Hatton represents 
the laity of the Lexington district. 
We then heard several talks about 
college ministries. Afterwards, 
Pastor Mark treated all Lexington 
folks to lunch! (Thanks Mark!)

Monday afternoon 
found us in the first 
of several plenary 
sessions – that’s 
where we conduct 
the business of the 
Conference. Rev. 
Julie Love shared 
a report on the 
Commission on 
a Way Forward, 
noting that all who 
were appointed to the Commission 
“stayed at the table.” The Council 
of Bishops then decided to endorse 
the One Church Plan, but all 
three (3) plans will be submitted 
to the General Conference, 
with legislation (details) of each 
available by late July. The General 
Conference will be held February 
23-26, 2019. A report on the prayer 
focus for that Conference was 
shared. The Kentucky delegates 

to the General Conference  then 
came forward to be prayed over. 
Ecumenism awards were presented 
to Donna Aros and Gayle Kelly, a 
few pieces of minor business were 
conducted, and the first reading 
of the 2019 budget was presented 
($7.19m which is $11k less than 
the budget in 2018). We received 
several reports on our camps, 
church plantings, etc. concluding 
the afternoon session. The evening 
session was devoted to Ordination 
and Commissioning of elders and 
deacons.

Following wonderful opening 
worship on Tuesday, Rev. Lisa 
Yebuah, from Raleigh, 
North Carolina,  led 
us in the first of two 
Bible teachings, entitled 
“Transformation – the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
within.”  These were 
powerful teachings, 
continuing the theme of 
the Conference, that we 

need to acknowledge the power 
God has given each one of us and 
step up and out to do His will. That 
was followed by our second plenary 
session. Highlights include a report 
from New Church Development 
(new leadership and new initiatives 
– all very exciting),  Bishop Fairley 
blessed around 40 people involved 
in church planting, a report from 
the Morriseys (missionaries to 
Thailand. Sadly, there is an increase 
in the number of those going there 
to bring harm to children), and 
the Bishop’s cabinet has donated 

$20k to campus ministries 
and three Methodist colleges. 
The morning concluded with 
a retirement service for 19 
retiring – those names you 
would recognize are Valerie 
Johnson and Lee Padgett. 

After lunch, about 730 
people took part in one of 
my favorite parts of the 
Annual Conference. We 
were part of “The Church 

Beyond – an Afternoon of Service 
and Learning,”  a time to turn our 



August 2018 | 17

eyes from the business 
of the Conference and 
toward the needs of the 
community in which 
we were meeting and 
beyond. There were 
dozens of projects and 
three workshops from 
which we could choose. 
Volunteers assembled 
more than 15,000 meals 
to serve the hungry, a 
team did some serious 
clearing and landscaping 
at the Children’s Home 
of Northern Kentucky, 
some assembled health kits that 
would be used by UMCOR, 
and Donna and I wrote letters 
of invitation for a church who is 

inviting their new neighbors to 
come join them in worship and 
fellowship. The evening concluded 
with a wonderful time of Offering 
and Praise. The Mission offering 
totaled more than $102,000. 
Donna and I went forward with 

the gift from St. Luke. 

During the Wednesday plenary 
sessions, the Henry Denman award 
for evangelism went to Rev. Brad 

Shuck 
(clergy) 
and to 
Katie 
Gerber 
(youth), 
it was 
announced 
that seven 
KY UMC 
churches 
are to be 
closed, 

the petition on how Kentucky 
delegates should vote at the 
Special General Conference was 
withdrawn, it was announced that 
Owensboro will host the Annual 
Conference in 2021-2023, and the 
2019 budget approved as presented. 

A memorial service led by Rev. Jim 
Fast was held for seven deceased 
clergy members and 18 deceased 
clergy spouses. The Annual 
Conference concluded after lunch 
with a service of Sending Forth 
and Anointing led by Brandon 
McGinnis of the EKU Wesley 
Foundation.
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If you are using 
text-to-give for the first time:

Over 90% of the world can receive and send text messages. We use our 
phones for everything from taking pictures to ordering lunch. 
Texting to give a donation has become popular because it's 
a convenient and fast way to give. St. Luke is now 
using this simple, easy, and convenient 
option to make it easy for you to 
give from your phone at 
any time!

St. Luke Text Giving

Text GIVE with gift amount 
to (859) 214-6218

Reply Yes

DONE

1

2

3

Call the church at 
859-269-4687 or email 

nconner@stlukeumc.org 
or mwalz@stlukeumc.org 

for questions or assistance.

Once you have your phone number 
connected to your online giving account:

Text GIVE to (859) 214-6218

It will respond with a link.

Follow link and set up your account.
If you do not have an online giving account 

(Engage Giving) already, you will be asked to 
set one up. Please do so.

1
2

3

4
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Pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on August 12th and return on August 19th filled with a variety of non-meat 
protein items.  This can include items such as shelf-stable milk and canned beans. Think pinto beans, great 
northern beans, navy beans, cannelloni beans, pork n beans, refried beans, kidney beans. It can also include 

mac n cheese items. Please no black beans as we have lots of those.   

Even on the days when the morning delivery looks good, after 20-25 clients make their selections, sometimes the 
shelves are mighty bare for the evening clients.  Help us keep those shelves well supplied. Your contributions make 
such a difference!  In June you provided 1250 pounds of food through the Blue Barrel Bags.  July is looking about the 
same.  Great giving St. Luke!  

As you may have a few more vacation outings before school and back-to-fall routines, remember you can drop off 
your contributions throughout the month if you will be out of town on our special Blue Barrel Sunday.  

BLUE BARREL SUNDAy

From the 
Pantry Shelf
by Karen Hinkle

Senior Commodities are distributed at St. Luke on the second Monday morning of each month. It takes 
a lot of folks a few hours to serve 70 + senior citizens.  If you are looking for a way to serve, this is one 
easy selection.  A special need is for able-bodied persons to push filled grocery carts and assist clients in 

getting items to their vehicles. Stan Durbin coordinates this special ministry. Contact him for more details at 
859-388-0556 or email Stanley.durbin@twc.com.

Don’t have time to shop or you forget to purchase a few cans of our requested foods?  Don’t worry, 
monetary donations to our pantry fund are always appreciated.  Several times a month we have to 
make a shopping trip to fill some major gap in our supplies. We might have no breakfast items or no 

canned meat, and we need it that afternoon.  What a blessing to have the funds available to help us provide the 
needed items. If giving cash, you can put in an envelope and mark "St. Luke Pantry Fund". If writing a check, 
make a notation in the memo line that the funds are for the "St. Luke Pantry Fund".

Volunteers are always needed to work at the St. Luke pantry site. If you are new to St. Luke, we would 
love to give you a tour and more details. With summer schedules there is probably a special spot for you 
on a morning stocking shift or an afternoon service shift. If you are interested, contact our Volunteer 

Scheduler Kathy Gendreau at katgen452@twc.com or for general information about the pantry contact Karen 
Hinkle at kphinkle@twc.com.  Orientation is provided and you always work with an experienced volunteer.



Worship Schedule (through September 9): 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

Greetings,

My name is Andy Mitchell, and I represent the United Methodist Mountain Mission.
I wanted to take a few moments and truly thank you and your congregation for all that 
you do.

God has blessed us with dedicated employees, generous congregations and churches, 
and equipment (trucks, etc.) that have allowed us to provide for the people of eastern 
Kentucky for 75 years.

Your generosity and work have made and continue to make this region a better place. 
The MMM is truly a beacon from God.

So, from all of us at the MMM, and from all the lives in eastern Kentucky that this 
unique place established by our Lord has touched over the years, I want to thank you for 
all that you do.

With God’s blessing, more hard work, and your generosity, here’s to another 75 years!

If you ever have any questions or comments, feel free to contact me at (606)-666-7795, 
or at amitch83@bellsouth.net

God Bless,
Andy
Communications and Outreach - United Methodist Mountain Mission


