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"In everything I showed you that by working hard in 
this manner you must help the weak and remember 

the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive." 

Acts 20:35

LINE
St. Luke

he

St. Luke UMC Helps out at UMCOR 
Warehouse to Support Hurricane 
Disaster Relief 
(more on page 2-3)



by Allen Porter

What is UMCOR? This stands for United 
Methodist Committee On Relief. 

UMCOR  responds to natural or civil disasters of such 
magnitude that they overwhelm a community's ability 
to recover on its own.

UMCOR offers disaster preparedness training, 
provides essential supplies and care in the aftermath 
of a disaster, supports long term rebuilding efforts and 
assists communities as they adapt.

Through your donations United Methodists extend 
loving care to people in the United States as well 

internationally. These beneficiaries are seen as partners, 
not victims, and UMCOR works to empower them.

In conjunction with other Methodist Churches in the 
Lexington District we were able to put together 150 
cleaning buckets and 124 hygiene kits. These will go to an 
UMCOR warehouse and then distributed to devastated 
areas like Texas, Florida, or whereever needed. 

The people of St. Luke were very generous as they 
always are and came through for the disaster victims.

A small group from St. Luke recently traveled to an 
UMCOR warehouse in Decatur, Alabama to deliver 
approximately 150 Christmas shoe boxes. These were 
going to Nicaragua. As we found out, these boxes are 
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just a small part of what is handled through 
the warehouse. They receive, assemble and 
ship kits for every phase of a disaster. They 
operate on a very limited volunteer staff 
and the head man is a 78 year old retired 
minister. He never knows how many 
helpers he will have, but with God's help 
he gets the job done. They are now opening 
a second warehouse in Decatur due to the 
volume of supplies coming through.

Thank God for volunteers.

We can't stop now! We need to keep 
supplies coming so we can continue to 
send kits to disaster victims.

We don't want to wait until we have 
another disaster; we need to have kits or 
buckets ready to ship.

There is a list of needed items on a table 
near the Connection Center.

Please don't walk by! Pick up a list and 
donate products! 
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By John Duff

Grace is incredible.  
Straight up: incredible.  

Unfortunately it is misunderstood 
by many Christians whose view 
of grace is too small or limited.  It 
is often understood that we are 
made right with God by grace as 
an expression of his forgiveness 
and gift of new life.  But that is 
really only a portion of the grace 
that God offers us!  Grace is not 
just forgiveness and freedom 
from the guilt of sin, but freedom 
from the power of sin (which 
ruins our relationships) and a new 
nature through which we become 
holy like God.  And that is good 
news friends!

The word grace originally means 
gift.  We sometimes think of grace 
as the forgiveness or mercy of 
God, and while it does encompass 
those things, all of life is grace.  
Everything is a gift given freely 
from God, and his grace is 
constantly inviting us deeper into 
relationship with him.  Thus grace 
is working at all stages of life, from 
a non-believer to a fully mature 
Christian.  There is no limit to how 
much grace we can receive.  

In the church wide study starting 
October 8th, Jorge Acevedo and 
Wes Olds will show us how God’s 
grace is like a big umbrella that 
covers us from the cradle to the 
grave.  They provide a scriptural 

understanding of the four distinct 
seasons in which we experience 
God’s grace along our faith journey.  
Please join the Grow and Equip 
team in praying that through this 
study our church will gain a better 
understanding of God’s All-
Reaching, Soul-Saving, Character-
Shaping, Never-Ending love.  

Pastor Mark will be preaching 
through these stages of grace as our 
Sunday Schools work through this 
study together.   If you have not had 
the chance to plug into a Sunday 
School class, we welcome you to 
join us now as we prepare to jump 
into this 4 week study.  Alternatively 
you might also consider joining 
Jennifer Baker as she leads a 
Wednesday.comm class through the 
study starting October 4.  We look 
forward to exploring this Grace-Full 
Life alongside you, growing in love 
for God and for one another.

CHURCH-WIDE 
STUDY BEGINS 
THIS MONTH! 
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Basic Christian Beliefs and the 
Mission and Ministry of our Church

Are you a long-time member or a new member 
of St. Luke UMC?  Maybe you have been 

attending services and are considering membership, 
or you may simply want to learn more about our 
church, what we believe, and why we do what we 
do.  If so, you are invited to join Pastor Mark and 
Pastor Mike for St. Luke 101, a five-week class 
designed especially for those interested in learning 
more about basic Christian beliefs, distinctive 
Methodist history and doctrines, and the particular 
ways St. Luke UMC is engaged in the mission of 
Jesus Christ in the Lexington community, across the 
state of Kentucky and around the world.  St. Luke 
101 will begin on Wednesday, October 4 at 6 p.m. 
and continue each Wednesday through November 
1.  During our time together, we will grow in our 
understanding of the Christian faith, discuss current 
issues in the UMC and St. Luke UMC, share 
thoughts about the future of our church and allow 

plenty of time to answer any questions you have. 

If you would like to participate in St. Luke 101, please 
call the church office (859-269-4687) or email us at 
mgirard@stlukeumc.org so we can prepare adequately.  
We look forward to seeing you then and there.    
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Dear St. Luke Family,

Every family has stories.  Good 
stories, happy stories, stories 
about “characters” in your family, 
even remembrances of tragedies 
that impacted your family.  We all 
have them, and they have shaped 
us even as we shape them.  

Our stories shape us, and it’s no 
different for our St. Luke family.  
We shape our church family, and 
it shapes us.  In our 41 years as a 
church family, I have heard many 
stories about who we are, our 
identity as a church family and as 
a people of God.  And countless 
times, I have heard and seen what 
a generous family St. Luke is.

A generous family—it’s who we 
are.  We are generous through 
our gifts to UMCOR for disaster 
relief.  We are generous through 

our gifts to the Kentucky United 
Methodist Home for Children 
and Youth.  We are generous and 
invest in the future of our church 
through our gifts to the Balloon 
Fund, our plan to pay off the 
mortgage on the Life Center 10 
years early and save $1,000,000 
in interest.  And we are generous 
through our regular tithes and 
offerings to our Ministry and 
Vision Fund (General Fund).  
Through faithful giving to our 
Ministry and Vision Fund, the 
ongoing ministries of the church 
are supported and keep St. Luke a 
vibrant place with ministries that 
continue to change lives for Jesus 
Christ.  

It takes all of us, because that’s 
what families do.  Each one of us 
matters.  What are your stories, 
your stories as a part of St. Luke’s 
family?  What is your part in our 

continuing story as a generous 
family for the glory of God?

Want to talk about these things?  
I’d love to sit down with you!  
Contact me at (859)269-4687 or 
nconner@stlukeumc.org.  

In Christ,

Associate Pastor
Director of Ministry and 
Stewardship

MATTERS
Generous People in Action

Giving
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Stewardship Update Through August 2017

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

August 2017
 Budget needs $                 113,518.80

 Expenses $        102,012.24
 Total income* $                 94,823.67
	 Expenses-to-Income	deficet $         (7,188.57)
2017 Year-to-Date

 Budget needs (as of 8-31-17) $     908,150.40

 Expenses (as of 8-31-17) $              835,158.93
 Total income  (as of 8-31-17)* $      774,127.83
	 Expenses-to-Income	deficit	(as	of	8-31-17) $              (61,031.10)

 Alms donations for August 2017 $           3,391.66
 Balloon Fund contributions for August 2017 $           3,914.66
 Balloon Fund contributions year-to-date  (as of 8-31-17) $          35,837.87
 Life Center mortgage balance (as of 8-31-17) $             2,423,434.85

From the Staff Parish Relations Committee

October is Pastor & Staff Appreciation Month:   
Although we appreciate our pastors and 

staff all year long, October is designated as pastor/
staff appreciation month by the United Methodist 
Church. This month is the perfect time to show the 
staff the love, honor and encouragement they so 

deserve in special ways. Baskets will be placed in the 
Connection and Welcome Centers for you to leave 
cards, letters, notes of appreciation, etc. Many of the 
staff members also love gift cards, chocolate, cookies 
and donuts!  Let's be creative and show the staff 
how much we appreciate what they do for us all year 
long. Thank you!
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ST. LUKE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE-AGED 
MINISTRY

St. Luke University has officially taken 
off and is moving along in the Fall 2017 
semester.  We have already grown from 

last year and have had a great time 
getting to know new people!  If you are a 

college student at St. Luke, come out on 
Monday nights from 7:00-8:30 in room 

114 and join us as we draw closer to 
God and one another.
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Alms Committee,
We want to thank you for taking your time to meet 
with us and making the payment to Kentucky 
Utilities.

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to get back 
on our feet!

Thanks! 
Stephen and Lisa

Dear St. Luke,

We would like to express our gratitude to everyone for 
all the love, support and concern you showed us these 
past few weeks. We have treasured all the notes of 
sympathy, the phone calls and the meals. It has been a 
real comfort and we appreciate your prayers as well. Jim 
would have loved the celebration and he will certainly 
be missed but we are glad that he is no longer in pain 
and is with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
 
Joanne, Debbie and Diane Beidleman
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Did you know that St. Luke is often identified as 
The Pumpkin Church? On Saturday, October 

21st, from 5-7 p.m., we have a wonderful opportunity  
to impact our community as well as our church family. 
We will hold our 4th Annual Pumpkinfest with 
games, activities and a food truck from 5-6:30pm in 
our front parking lot, followed by watching the movie 
“It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” in The Loft 
at 6:30! 

 We would LOVE for groups, classes or individuals 
to sponsor an activity! We have some games/booths 
that you can use!  PLINKO, Tic Tac Toe, Pumpkin 
Tower Bean Bag toss & Photo Booth are all available.  
Your group would simply need to provide prizes and a 
couple of people to run the activity.

Please email Susan (scutshall@stlukeumc.org) and 
let her know how you would like to help welcome 
our neighbors! 

As October has been 
approaching I have been 

gearing up for the craziest couple 
weeks of my work year. If I 
am honest, I have a love/hate 
relationship with pumpkins. The 
hassle of organizing a two-week 
pumpkin sale for eight hours 
a day stresses me out. Then I 
remember what we are able to do 
because of the generous money 
that comes in from this fundraiser. 
Almost everything we do in youth 
ministry has a cost. Whether 
it is Wednesday.comm meals, 
Weekend Retreats or Summer 
Fellowship Trips, the money from 
our pumpkin sales offsets costs 
making everything more affordable 
for the youth. It also allows us to 

offer assistance to youth so that 
money never prevents a youth 
from participating in something 
we do. I wish I could tell you all 
the stories about how your money 
has helped youth experience God 
at Aldersgate Camp on a retreat 
or at Winter Blitz, or how many 
relationships it has helped to form 
at Kings Island or on the lake. 
The bottom line is the money 
that comes in from our pumpkin 
fundraiser has helped to change the 
lives of youth at St. Luke. 

Here is how you can help with this 
year’s pumpkin patch:

Help us unload! The pumpkins 
will arrive at church on Saturday, 

October 14 at 11:00. Come join the 
assembly line and we will even feed 
you pizza for lunch!

Sign up to work a shift (or 2 or 5). 
The sign-up sheets are posted in 
the Connection Center Lobby. You 
don’t have to have a youth in the 
youth group to sell pumpkins!

Buy your pumpkins at St. Luke 
and tell your friends to do the 
same! We are open October 15-
31 from 11:00 am – 7:00 pm. We 
realize that we cannot compete 
with Walmart or Kroger when it 
comes to price, but your money is 
going to a good cause!

Saturday, October 21, 2017
5:00-7:00 p.m.

The St. Luke Pumpkin Patch!
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The holidays are just around the corner.  There is no better way to celebrate 
than at the annual Holiday Market sponsored by the United Methodist 

Women at St. Luke United Methodist Church.  Vendors and crafters will be 
in the Gym on Friday and Saturday, October 20 and 21.  Food is available to 
purchase both days.  Come and find unique gifts and helpful items.

Please join us for wellness checks in the gym 
during Wednesday.comm! This will take place 

on Wednesday, October 11th from 5:00-7:30 p.m. 
Flu shots will be given by the health department 
nurses, and there is no charge if you bring either 
your Medicare, Medicaid, or health insurance card; 
otherwise, the charge is $25. Pediatric doses will be 

available for children. October is the preferred month 
to receive your  immunization.

In addition, there will be "Wellness Check" stations 
for blood pressure, glucose, dental health and a station 
where you can have your BMI calculated. Be sure to get 
a handout to maintain your health history.  Also, there 
will be information tables related to nutrition, mental 
health, as well as community resources available to help 
folks navigate and/or transition with support.

Door prizes and free tote bags with the St. Luke logo 
will be added incentives for you to attend!  Come eat, 
receive your flu shot, and enjoy our Health Expo!

Wednesday, OctOber 11th, 5:00-7:30 p.m.

Friday,  OctOber 20, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
saturday, OctOber 21, 9:00am-3:00 p.m.
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by Karen Hinkle

St. Luke is entering one of the busiest seasons 
of our year. You may be planning now 

for our church-wide study; keeping up with 
regular ministries like Nathaniel Mission, Kids 
Café and God’s Pantry; now add Pumpkin 
Fest, Health Expo, and the Holiday Market.   
One more to add to your calendar is Tuesday, 
November 21st. That is the day that St. Luke 
will provide the majority of volunteers to 
distribute food to over a thousand families in 
three shifts as part of God’s Pantry Community 
Thanksgiving Food Distribution. 

This year the event will be at the Richmond 
Road Southland Christian Church location.   
Shifts will be 9-11 a.m., 1-3 p.m., and 5-7 
p.m.  There are tasks for a variety of ages and 
for a range of physical abilities.  Assignments 
range from holding doors and greeting families, 
to monitoring the line of clients as they move 
through registration, bagging butter and eggs, 
filling carts with boxed food, bags of potatoes and 
onions, and assisting families to their car. Many 
tasks give you an opportunity to show St. Luke’s 
loving Christian spirit.

We have a goal of 40 volunteers each shift. 
Volunteers can work one shift but no one will 
object if you want to work two shifts or all three 
shifts.  With many volunteers, especially cart 
pushers, the more quickly we can serve and 
process the families served. We have been advised 
that the work area will be heated and will have 
good lighting! For all the wonderful cart pushers 
looking to get in their steps for the week, there 
should be few curbs to navigate. 
Look for the sign-up sheets in early October 
located on the wall near the Life Center Desk 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS NOW!
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From the Pantry Shelf  
by Karen Hinkle

BLUE BARREL SUNDAY
Plan now to pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on 

Sunday, October 8th and return on October 
15th filled with any and all kinds of soups.  Cream of 
chicken, cream of mushroom and other cream soups 
are popular as they can be used to create a casserole 
for a filling meal. Vegetable soup with or without 
meat,  as well as chicken noodle and tomato soups also 
go quickly.  Can the Blue Barrel Bag project manage 
a total of 10 tons of food in 12 months?  To do so 
means we will need to collect 2,000 lbs each month in 
October and November.  The challenge is on!

What is 729? That is the number of families served 
at the St. Luke pantry location in one recent four 
week period. Assuming that only 20% of those 
were families of 3 or more means we distributed 
over 11,000 cans or packages of vegetables, soups, 
fruits, cereals or packages of pasta.  If all of those 
were 15 oz cans, that would round to over 5 tons of 
food distributed!

Imagine 8 tons of food.  Sounds like a small 
mountain, doesn’t it? One can of food at a time, 
St. Luke has contributed or purchased this much 
food for our pantry location since starting the Blue 
Barrel Bag Sundays last November.  Way to go St. 
Luke!  This generous support represents about 20% 
of the food distributed each month and is critical 
to filling in the gaps in the food supplies available 
from the main pantry.

Clean plastic grocery bags, sturdy paper bags or extra canvas 
bags can always be put to good use at the pantry. Please leave in 
the blue barrels or at the pantry door.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On the Street, Seasons Are Changing • A team 
from St. Luke serves breakfast at Nathaniel Mission 
on the 4th Sunday of each month.  We have been 
the only church that also distributes toiletries and 
clothing.  There is an ongoing need for toiletries, 
especially deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
and razors.  With cooler weather, T-shirts can be 
layered under a long sleeved shirt.  Recycled jeans, 
underwear, and socks are always needed.  Thank you for your faithful support 
of our brothers and sisters who find themselves living on the edge. Please place 
donations in the basket at the Connection Center. 

 
Be a Missionary an Hour a 
Month • Are you interested 
in putting your faith to work 
without a lot of travel or missing 
a night in your own bed?  Check 
out the opportunity to explore 

helping  the needy by serving a warm breakfast or distributing toiletries or 
clothing on the fourth Sunday of each month from 9:00 – 10:00 on Versailles 
Road. For more information, contact Denise Ockerman at 494-1482, or 
byronanddenise@twc.com.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Sunday, October 1
Confirmation Starts
First day of Church-wide 
Study

Wednesday, October 4
St. Luke 101 Class Begins

Sunday, October 11
Wednesday.comm Health 
Expo and Flu Shots
in the Gym

Sunday, October 15
Blue Barrel Sunday

Friday, October 20 
6-9:00 p.m. &
Saturday, October 21
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
UMW Holiday Market
in the Gym

Saturday, October 21
Pumpkinfest
5-7:00 p.m.
in the parking lot
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share a stOry in the 
nOvember neWsletter!
We love to read your ministry stories, testimonies, updates, 
and ways in which St. Luke is a part of your lives. Would 
you like to write for the November newsletter? Do you have 
a testimony or ministry story to share? We would love to 
have your writing in here! Just submit your content to 
mwalz@stlukeumc.org before October 15.
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Worship Schedule: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

Did you know you could help St. Luke earn FREE 
MONEY simply by shopping at Kroger and using your 
Kroger Plus card?  Every time you shop at Kroger and 
swipe your Kroger Plus card, the church earns money! The 
one and only catch is that you must sign up. 

If you are already signed up, the bottom of your receipts 
should display the text in the highlighted portion in the 
photo on the left, if it does not, follow the instructions at 
www.stlukeumc.org/communityrewards.

http://www.stlukeumc.org/communityrewards

