
The Monthly Newsletter of St. Luke United Methodist Church · January 2018

This Month
2.  Announcements
4.  Alms Ministry Update
6. Giving Matters
7. Stewardship Update
8. Covenant Groups
9.  St. Luke 101
10. Financial Peace University
11. Challenges Facing the 

Christian Man
12. Wednesday.comm Resumes
13. Wednesday.comm Classes
14. From the Pantry Shelf
14. Blue Barrel Sunday
15. Ron Crandall: Melodies of 

the Danube
16. Testimony from Susan 

Hopkins
18. Safety in God's Grace by 

Orin Simmerman

"See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you 

not perceive it? I am making 
a way in the wilderness and 

streams in the wasteland."
 Isaiah 43:19

LINE
St. Luke

he



2 | January 2018

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Kids’ Café Prizes Needed! 
Like-new items to include in our Academic Rewards Box. 
Small toys/school or paper supplies, books, any fun items for K-5th
Please bring to the Connection Center or call/text Sue Lord 859-797-1586.

Women's Bible Study • The Women's Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, January 10  
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Room 126.  Women of all ages are welcome to join us as 
we begin our seven-week study, "The Rewritten Life- When God Changes Your Story," by 
Jessica LaGrone.  This study will explore the transformational power of God through the 
stories of people in the Bible whose lives, and names, were changed forever by God. For 
more information, contact Lynn Hill at lynn.hill@twc.com or 859-296-6794.

Too Busy Not To Pray
Need encouragement in your prayer life? Ready to take an intentional step 
in the new year? You are invited to a four-week study on prayer facilitated by 
Chuck and Sue Lord using Bill Hybels’ “Too Busy Not To Pray” book and 
video series on Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:00 beginning January 21. Child 
care for 5th grade and under available upon request. Please let us know if you 
plan to attend: Chuck Lord, 859-608-9412, chuck.l.sli@gmail.com or Sue 
Lord, 859-797-1586, suzannehlord@gmail.com.

Wednesday.comm in the Spring
The spring semester of Wednesday.comm will be upon us before you know 
it!  We will need help serving the meals as usual and would like your group 
or class to consider serving one meal this semester. One of the many benefits 
of serving this meal is that your group can raise money for any mission 
opportunity that you would like. There is a sign-up sheet by the Connection 
Center that you can use to sign up for a specific night if your group is able 

and willing.  The sign-up sheet will help you know what spots are still available.  Our spring 
semester runs January 24th through May 2nd.  Also feel free to email or call Marty Sell 
at marty2sell@yahoo.com and: 859 296-1038.  John’s email is jduff@stlukeumc.org if you 
would like to include him in your email.  
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Singers Needed for the 8:30 Service Ensemble
We sing two or more times a month at the early service, rehearsing 
in Fellowship Hall at 8:00 am the mornings we sing. This is an en-
semble made up of regular folks that like to sing hymns in four-part 
harmony.  Each week we check who will be available to sing the up-
coming Sunday. We sing when we have a core of experienced singers 
able to serve  - so newcomers and less confident singers always have 
someone to “lean” on.

Each hymn arrangement is sent out via email, along with record-
ings of individual voice parts. These recordings are slightly ridiculous 
because they are sung by Sue Lord  - but they do provide repetition and comic relief. 

Come on, 2018 is a great time to sing!  And this is truly a fun way to serve the Lord (no 
pun intended).
Contact: Sue Lord, 859-797-1586, suzannehlord@gmail.com

Kids' Café Resumes Tuesday, January 16 • Want to Join the Team?
The purpose of Kids’ Cafe is to build relationships with each child 
so they will experience God’s love while growing mentally, physi-
cally, socially and spiritually.

Our volunteers provide academic help, games and crafts, gym time 
and a nutritious snack supper for K-8 children (primarily K-5).  

Kids’ Café is open 3:00-5:00 on Tuesdays. We average about thirty 
children. 37 children attended on December 12!

If you would like to serve one or more Tuesdays a month or have 
questions, please contact:
Pam Harned, 859-494-8677, pamharned64@gmail.com, Mary Ross, 859-333-2145, 
maryjross@att.net, or Sue Lord, 859-797-1586, suzannehlord@gmail.com.
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In Matthew 22:36, Jesus was 
asked . . . “teacher, what is the 

greatest commandment?”  His 
answer was simple and 
easy to understand 
. . . “you must love 
the Lord your 
God with all your 
heart, with all your 
being and with all 
your mind.  This is 
the first and greatest 
commandment.  And the 
second is you must love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.”   

The St. Luke Alms Ministry is 
a community outreach program 
designed to give monetary 
assistance to clients who have 
a willingness to reach and 
maintain financial independence.  

According to a number of reliable 
reports, an alarming number of 

American families are 
a few short months away from 
needing financial assistance.   We 
witness this many times each 

month as we review applications 
and interview individuals who 
come to St. Luke requesting 

assistance from our church.  
The loss of a job, a medical 

emergency, and/or 
unexpected expenditures 
can plunge a family’s 
monthly budget into the 
red and the need to reach 

out for financial help!

The St. Luke congregation is 
one of great generosity!   Thank 
you so much for your ongoing 
support of this ministry last 
year.   Records show we averaged 
between $2,500 and $3,000 a 
month from your contributions 
on the first Sunday of the month 
(baskets placed at the altar during 
communion) as well as other 

ALMS MINISTRY
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monthly and weekly contributions.  
With this money in 2017, we 
purchased and gave approximately 
16 boxes containing a couple of 
day’s worth of essential food items 
to individuals who came to the 
church needing immediate help.   
The volunteer ministry team 
screened and/or interviewed in 
excess of eighty individuals living 
within the 40517 zip code area 
who requested our help.   Fifty of 
these individuals were approved 
for assistance; four were helped 
more than once with rent, utility 
and/or telephone bills, as well as 
an assortment of other requests.   
In addition, the Alms Ministry 
funds were used by our pastors 
to assist a number of individuals 
within our own congregation 
who were in need of a financial 

helping hand.  The seven Alms 
Ministry volunteers work ONLY 
with members of the community; 
church members needing 
assistance work with Pastor Mark 
or Pastor Nora.

Since the church was not having a 
“Christ Tree” this past December, 
the Alms Team decided to extend 
an invitation to the congregation 
to assist with some extra funds 
for thirteen select Alms families 
with children, as well as eight 
congregational families.   What a 
GREAT outpouring of love . . . in 
two short weeks we had in excess 
of $2,800.   Your generosity helped 
create some real miracles in the 
lives of several of these families!   
Many recipients were speechless 
and tearful as we shared the news 

via telephone of the extra gift and/
or when they picked up their gift 
card at the church.   All expressed 
their heartfelt gratitude.   Love 
truly came down at Christmas.   
Miracles do happen . . .!    

Linda Heaton, team coordinator
Alms Ministry Team members:   
Nanci Alexander, Sue Ann 
Breeze, Janet Duff, Gordon 
Henson and Mike Reed
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Dear St. Luke Family,

It’s hard to believe another year
is behind us, isn’t it? 2017 was
a busy and exciting year in the
life of our church, too! We have
celebrated changes and growth
within our church family as
well as the impact St. Luke’s
ministries have had and are
having on our community and
around the world. And we are
looking to a 2018 filled with
opportunities to bring Jesus
Christ into more and more lives!

As you reflect and plan for
this new year, I pray you’re also
thinking about your financial
commitment to St. Luke. This
is a great way to think about
your contributions as a form of
discipleship throughout the year, 
a part of the lifestyle of a disciple.

For those who would like to
make a written commitment of
your pledge to St. Luke, there are
forms at the Welcome Center 
and Connection Center. Return 
the form to the church to my 
attention, or you may keep it 
as your personal record of your 
commitment. 

As always, there are several ways
you can give:
• Online at www.stlukeumc.org
• (click “Give Online”)
• Cash or checks, either placed
• in the offering plate on Sunday
• mornings, dropped by the
• church, or your check mailed to
• the church
• Donate stocks
• Remember St. Luke in your will
• Give through foundations

If you would like to find a time
to talk about how to get started
with your giving, how to take 
your next step, or perhaps even 
what next step God might be 
calling you to, please let me 
know. If you have questions about 
our church budget and finances, 
please let me know that as well. 

I would love to sit and talk 
with you! I have been and will 
continue to pray for our
church and each one of you as we
listen to God for our next steps
in giving and in all the ways we
honor God.

In Christ,

Associate Pastor
Director of Ministry and
Stewardship

MATTERS
Generous People in Action

Giving
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Stewardship Update Through November 2017

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

November 2017
 Budget needs $                 113,518.80

 Expenses $         72,382.45
 Total income* $                 93,899.10
	 Expenses-to-Income	difference $          21,516.65
2017 Year-to-Date

 Budget needs (as of 11-30-17) $    1,248,706.80

 Expenses  (as of 11-30-17) $             1,122,122.48
 Total income  (as of 11-30-17)* $      958,231.88
	 Expenses-to-Income	difference		(as	of	11-30-17) $              (69,991.50)

 Alms donations for November 2017 $           3,923.95
 Balloon Fund contributions for November 2017 $          4,683.00
 Balloon Fund contributions year-to-date (as of 11-30-17) $        43,605.87
 Life Center mortgage balance (as of 11-30-17) $             2,398,704.45

Thank you for your response 
and generous contributions 

in December. We will be able 
to share the final numbers in 

our February newsletter! 
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Covenant 
Groups

Information and Launch 
Meeting at St. Luke UMC 
January 17, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Small Groups that focus on 
mutual accountability and 

support for discipleship are the 
“method” of Methodism.  These 
groups have their roots firmly 
planted in the tradition of John 
Wesley.  St. Luke has been 
experimenting with this type of 
‘Covenant Group’ and would like to 
invite all of our members to join in 
this type of discipleship journey.  

A disciple must be transformed in 
three areas:  their understanding, 
their actions, and their desires.  
All too often we focus on simply 
allowing God to transform our 
understanding, and leave off the 
other two areas.  Covenant groups 
create an environment in which 
the Holy Spirit can transform our 
actions and our desires.  

Covenant groups help people grow 
into loving God with all their heart, 
soul, mind and strength and into 
loving their neighbor as themselves.  
They are a proven and effective way 

of forming leaders in discipleship 
who help people live out God’s 
mission with Christ in the world.

What is the purpose or goal of a 
Covenant Group? 
In one sentence, the purpose is to walk 
together toward Jesus Christ, being 
made into His likeness.
The goal is that each member would 
develop a closer, daily walk with God: 
a Jesus-shaped and Spirit-filled life.

Covenant Groups are….
• single gendered groups with up to 

7 persons who meet for one hour 
each week.

• where Christians reflect on and 
give an account of their own 
spiritual life in an effort to be more 
intentional in their relationship 
with the Lord.

• guided by the covenant the 
members write together.

• where Christians listen to 
each other and do not try to 
fix one another.  Members 
hold fast to the conviction that 

only the Holy Spirit can bring 
transformation, and though we 
can ask each other questions, 
giving advice is not the answer 
unless you are asked for advice.

How can I get involved in a 
Covenant Group?
You might be surprised to hear that 
there are a few of these types of 
groups already gathering at St. Luke.  
To join an existing group or start 
a new one, come to our Covenant 
Group Information Meeting on 
January 17th in room 128 from 
6:30-7:30 PM.  If you cannot 
make the meeting, please feel free 
to contact our Director of Adult 
Discipleship: John Duff at jduff@
stlukeumc.org or by calling the 
church during office hours. 
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ST. LUKE 101 CLASS

New to St. Luke?  Been around awhile but still 
want to learn more about what we believe?  St. 

Luke 101 is a five-week class designed especially 
for those interested in learning more about basic 
Christian beliefs, distinctive Methodist history and 
doctrines, and the particular ways St. Luke UMC 
is engaged in the mission of Jesus Christ in the 
Lexington community, across the state of Kentucky, 
and around the world.  

St. Luke 101 will be offered Sundays, 9:45 a.m., 
January 21 through February 18 in Room 5 (Nora’s 
Office).  Long-time members, new members, 

persons who are considering membership, and 
those who simply want to learn more about St. 
Luke will enjoy this class led by Mike Powers, 
Pastor of our Build and Introduce Ministries.  
Interested?  We hope so!  

Please call the church office 
(859-269-4687) or email 
Pastor Mike at 
mpowers@stlukeumc.org if 
you plan to attend. 
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Financial Peace 
University Begins Soon!

Many of you have heard of Dave Ramsey, the 
famous author and speaker who offers sound 

financial advice from a Christian perspective.  He is 
also the author of Financial Peace University, a highly 
respected study that covers topics such as relating 
with money, cash flow planning, eliminating debt, the 
role of insurance, retirement planning, real estate and 
mortgages, and more.  

You are invited and encouraged to join us for this 
life-changing course!  This spring we will offer the 
nine-week course on Sunday evenings from 5:30-
7:00 beginning January 28. 

This class is for everyone, from those just starting out 
to those who have been around for a while, from those 
with debt to those with no debt at all, from those who 
know nothing about personal finances to those who 

know some but want to gain a sound Christian per-
spective on their whole financial picture and decisions.  
There is a cost for materials, but assistance is available 
if needed.  Please sign up in the Connection Center 
or contact facilitator Chris Bacon at chris_cbacon@
hotmail.com, or you can contact Nora Conner, at 859-
269-4687 (ext. 242) or nconner@stlukeumc.org to sign 
up or to get more information.  If you will need child 
care, please contact Nora Conner.
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Calling all men who desire to 
follow Christ more deeply in 

their every day life. Young, old(er), 
new believer, seasoned follower – it 
doesn’t matter because we ALL 
need more of Christ in our life!

This 10-meeting journey will 
commence on January 31 
(but please plan to attend the 
Wednesday.comm opening meal 
and celebration on January 24) 
and conclude on April 11. During 
the 75-minute sessions (because 
an hour ain’t long enough) we 
will use the book “Walking with 
Christ in the Details of Life” as 
our framework, but Scripture will 
always be our guide. 

While the class will be facilitated 
by Jim Eastburn and Casey 
McKenzie, it will not be “taught” 
in a literal sense. We will discuss, 
share, encourage, and pray for each 
other; sometimes in small groups, 
sometimes in the whole group.
If you are thirsty for true Christian 

brother fellowship and want to 
strengthen your walk with Christ, 
we invite you to come and see on 
January 31. And hey, bring a friend! 

“Walking with Christ in the 
Details of Life” Transforming 
Truths for the Christian Life
By Patrick Morely

From the author: “As we walk, 
each step takes us closer to our 

destination. So it is in our daily 
walk with Christ; we progress 
gradually toward the goal of 
becoming like Him.  If we 
stumble somewhere along the 
way, we do not have to go back to 
the beginning of our journey and 
start over again. Christ is there 
to lift us up and help us to keep 
moving ahead.

When we begin this walk with 
Christ, we do not know where it 
will lead. The road is unknown. But 
we have the assurance that He will 
walk beside us every step of the 
way.  As you study this course, may 
you be encouraged to lift your feet, 
leaving behind the place where you 
have been, and to place your hand 
each day in the hand of the Savior, 
who calls you to come ahead and 
walk with Him.”

Challenges FaCing the Christian Man: 
living a Christ-Centered liFe in today’s Culture
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Our Wednesday.comm Opening Meal 
and Service is January 24! 

Our opening event this year 
consists of a Mexican dinner and opening worship and 
sharing service led by the Grow and Equip Leadership 
Team.  The opening worship service will start at 6:00 p.m. 
and run until 7:00 p.m. in the Trinity Room.  The service 
will consist of a time of worship, of witnessing to what 
God is doing, and of commissioning the facilitators for 
this semester of Wednesday.comm. 

Our opening service for Wednesday.comm 
will be put on by the Grow and Equip Team, 
so come out to worship and hear more about 
what God is doing at St. Luke!

Wednesday evenings are a great way to get 
connected at St. Luke.  Each Wednesday 

evening starts with a time of fellowship over dinner.  
Following the meal there are classes and activities for 
children, youth, and adults.  

Classes and Activities start January 31!
Once again this year the meals will be hosted by different 
groups and classes to raise awareness and support for 
various ministries in our community. Meals are $5 per 
plate ($15 max per family, sharing allowed if you wish) 
and will be served from 5:15 -6:30 p.m. Our Wednesday.
comm meal organizer is Marty Sell. If you are interested 
in serving during the meal, let Marty know and she will 
be glad to find a place for you to serve.

For the Children
The K-5th Graders are going to have fun exploring 
1 Corinthians 13 in "It's a Dog's Life."  Each week we 
will learn about the characteristics of a specific dog and 
how we can apply that to help us be the kind of friend 
that Jesus wants us to be!  Join us in the Loft starting 
January 31st for a doggone good time!  We will also have 
fun singing with Miss Macy!

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week:
5:15-6:30 p.m.       Come-and-go community meal in the gym
6:00-7:00 p.m.       Childcare for infants and toddlers
6:00-7:00 p.m.       Activities for preschoolers
6:00-7:00 p.m.       K-5th Graders:  "It's a Dog's Life"
6:00-7:30 p.m.       Youth Bible Study in the Youth Room
        Basketball at 7
6:00-7:30 p.m.       Adult Classes
7:00-8:30 p.m.       Choir Practice

Spring Semester 2018

With an Authentic Mexican 
Dinner by our own Jose and 
Victoria Buenrostro!
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The Dream Giver 6:00-7:00
Facilitated by Keith Reinke 
You hear it all the time and in various ways…God has 
a plan and a purpose for you, and His greatest desire 
is that you live in His plan. Are you looking for your 
purpose? Do you sense your purpose, but it looks too 
big? Do you sense you are in a new season in your 
walk and God has a new purpose, but you aren’t sure 
what it is? Have you been living in your purpose and 
have a burning desire to help others find theirs? If 
this describes where you are in your walk, join Keith 
Reinke (419) 494-3522 kareinke@twc.com and others 
as we work together in community to discuss and 
discover together where God is leading each of us.

Challenges Facing the Christian Man: Living a 
Christ-centered life in today’s culture. 6:00-7:15
Facilitated by Jim Eastburn Through April 11
and Casey McKenzie    
Calling all men who desire to follow Christ more 
deeply in their everyday life. Young, old(er), new 
believer, seasoned follower – it doesn’t matter because 
we ALL need more of Christ in our life!  During 
the 75-minute sessions (because an hour ain’t long 
enough) we will use the book “Walking with Christ 
in the Details of Life” as our framework, but Scripture 
will always be our guide. While the class will be 
facilitated by Jim Eastburn and Casey McKenzie, it 
will not be “taught” in a literal sense. We will discuss, 
share, encourage, and pray for each other; sometimes 
in small groups, sometimes in the whole group. If you 
are thirsty for true Christian brotherhood and want 
to strengthen your walk with Christ, we invite you to 
come and see on January 31st. (See more information 
on page 11)

The Perfect Church: A Bible Study 
on First Corinthians    6:00-7:00
Facilitated by Lindsey Davis
We know better. We should be able to do the right 
thing. But often, we go against our better judgment 
and give in.  The Corinthian Christians were no 
different. They made mistakes. Their list of sins is long 
and ugly, much like ours. But Paul had patience with 
the Corinthians. He saw hope for them. His letter 
confronts them and shows them how to lead a pure 
life. His letter to the Corinthians encourages all of us 
who need a spiritual check-up.
Come join us as we explore the dynamics and 
dysfunctions of the Christian faith community in 
Corinth which sheds light on how we live together 
in Christ today.  We will use a study guide written by 
Max Lucado.

Get Acquainted with Your Bible  6:00-7:00
Facilitated by Nora Conner     Through March 28
Whether you’re new to the faith or a long-time 
Christian, you will learn something new.  This study 
will introduce you to the Bible, help you explore the 
Bible’s books and passages, lead you to new insights, 
discover the origin of biblical terms, and reflect on the 
Bible’s impact on your life.  

(classes and groups continued on next page)

Adult ClAsses And Groups
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Emotionally Healthy Spirituality  6:00-7:15
Facilitated by Mike Powers Beginning February 28
Each of us is wonderfully, marvelously created 
in the image of God to do things far beyond our 
imaginations for His eternal purposes.  Yet, there 
is more to us than meets the eye.  People see only 
10% of who we are – what is public, visible, obvious; 
how we look and what we do.  90% of who we are 
lies beneath the surface, unseen and not obvious to 
others and perhaps not even to ourselves.  Ignoring 
that 90% is why so many people are emotionally and 
spiritually unhealthy.  You are invited to explore that 
90% in a safe place by studying and discussing the 
book "Emotionally Healthy Spirituality" by Peter 
Scazzaro.  This series is all about tending to life 
below the surface.  Come and let’s grow stronger and 
deeper together, Wednesdays, 6 -7:15 p.m., beginning 
February 28, continuing through April 25.  Questions?  
Email Pastor Mike mpowers@stlukeumc.org or call 
the church office. 

Shiny Gods: Finding Freedom from 
the Things That Distract Us    6:00-7:00
Facilitated by Nora Conner Beginning April 4
What happens when we truly put God first in all 
aspects of our lives? In a culture guided chiefly by 
shiny, life-promising distractions, “enough” seems 
elusive and keeps us indebted to that next source of 
satisfaction. What if the Giver of Life offered freedom 
from this downward spiral—would you take it?  Join 
us for this study by United Methodist pastor Mike 
Slaughter as we explore these questions.

ClAsses And Groups Continued...
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From the Pantry Shelf  
by Karen Hinkle

BLUE BARREL SUNDAY Despite the many holiday-inspired contributions 
coming from the community, there continue 

to be gaps in the types of food available.   St. Luke’s 
congregation continues to give at least 1500 pounds 
of food each month. Given that the number of clients 
served ranges from 175 to over 200 people each week, 
the need is constant.

For January, the request is for soups of all kinds 
and tomato products including tomato sauce, diced 
tomatoes, stewed tomatoes. These items can help 
provide hot, nutritious meals during cold, wintry 
weather.   Pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on Sunday, 
January 14 and return it on January 21 filled with all of 
these food items. Thank you! 

For many of us, the beginning of a new year means 
beginning a new project or making a commitment 

such as to read the Bible more consistently, to be 
more financially frugal, or even to lose the holiday 
weight.  If you are looking for a new area of focus, 
consider how you can support the food ministry at St. 
Luke.  If you enjoy helping others, want to get a bit of 
exercise, and enjoy the company of other like-minded 
individuals, now is a great time to try out a new 
activity.  We have some regular volunteers who will 
head south for a few months and new volunteers are 
needed. There are numerous opportunities: 

• One time a month on the second Monday of 
each month help box commodity food items for 
senior citizens who come to pick them up. Time 
commitment is 2 to 3 hours. Especially needed 
are individuals who can push grocery carts and 
help load clients' cars.  Contact Stan Durbin at   

Stanley.durbin@twc.com if you are interested in 
learning more details. 

• Once a month or more frequently, help stock the 
pantry shelves after the day’s delivery from the 
main pantry. Time commitment is 1 ½ to 2 hours 
from 10 a.m. to about noon.  

• Once a month or more frequently, assist in serving 
clients who come to St. Luke to pick up food.  
Time commitment is 2 to 2 ½ hours from 12:30 
until the last client is served … usually no later 
than 3 p.m.

Contact Karen Hinkle at kphinkle@twc.com to learn 
more in general about the pantry ministry, or to learn 
about specific volunteer openings for the Monday 
through Friday pantry, contact Kathy Gendreau, our 
Volunteer Scheduler at katgen45@twc.com.
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www.EO.travel/mytrip  Tour = RC18  Date = 102018  Code = M  ID = 47887

www.EO.travel • 800-247-0017

Guest Speaker

Ron Crandall

9 Days ‐ October 20‐28, 2018

Melodies of theDanube

Bonnie and I have been privileged to travel 
much of the world since we led our first tour of 

the Holy Land with college students in 1970. The 
Christian company we traveled with then is now 
known as Educational Opportunities Tours, and I’ve 
been invited to be the devotional speaker this coming 
October on their Melodies of the Danube river cruise. 

Bonnie and I have looked forward for a long time 
to taking one of these European River cruises, and 
we’re excited to be able to invite friends and family 
to join us aboard a brand-new 170 passenger ship as 
we experience the historic and romantic sights along 
the Danube River.  Several friends from St. Luke and 
other churches traveled with us in 2015 on an E.O. 
cruise out of New York up the New England coast to 

Quebec. Now, we’re off again and invite our friends 
here at St Luke to consider joining us on this lovely 
once-in-a-lifetime taste of old Europe.

Details of the cruise can be found at 
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/search#eotours, and 
printed brochures are available on the Community 
Bulletin Board in the Café and in the Welcome Center 
hallway. Also, feel free to contact me personally at ron.
crandall@asburyseminary.edu for more information. 

Wishing you a truly special and Happy New Year, 2018.

Ron and Bonnie Crandall
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I've said those words of the Apostles' Creed over and 
over. Nice to say, but I didn’t think I’d ever come face 
to face with them. But, when Bill, my husband,  was 
diagnosed with inoperable brain cancer, I asked him,  
"Are you afraid?" His quiet answer was a simple, "No." I 
knew it came from his faith.

I was panicked. I clung to my friends like a life raft. 
I was on auto-pilot and I couldn't take the time to 
appreciate my faith. But little pieces of the Creed kept 
coming back to me. "I believe in the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting."  Those bits and pieces 
were comforting. Now coming upon the seventh year of 
Bill's passing, I've calmed down a bit. I have the luxury 
of looking at the entire Apostles' Creed from a more 
personal perspective, and now I find comfort in Bill’s 
response to my question.

"I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting."  The Apostles have my back.

The
Life Everlasting

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 
WITH THE APOSTLES' CREED

by Susan Hopkins

"I believe in the Holy Spirit...the 
resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting."
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That Thursday was the start 
of an ordinary day, or so it 

seemed. The December weather 
in 2015 was balmy, temperatures 
reaching the high 60's, topping out 
in some places in the 70's.

About 11:30 that morning, men 
intent on robbing Central Bank 
at Tates Creek entered the bank, 
and brandishing guns succeeded in 
relieving the branch of a bag full of 
money. They sped away in a truck.

The alarm was sounded and the 
police soon gave chase!   But these 
were no ordinary felons.   This was 
the fourth bank they had robbed 
and not been caught,  probably due 
to a police radio scan they carried.

Our best guess is that they drove 
up Man-O-War, turned off on 
Pimlico and yes, you guessed it, 
Yellowstone Parkway.  The robbers 
saw an open garage door at 3209 
Yellowstone and suddenly stopped. 
This is the home of Pat Blair, my 
neighbor, who has COPD and 
often sits in his open garage where 
he finds it easier to breathe the 
cool outside air rather than the 

warm air inside his house.
Pat was sitting toward the back of 
his garage and observed what 
was going on.   When the 
man got out of the car and 
bent over, Pat saw the gun in 
the waistband of the man's pants. 
He knew immediately something 
was afoot!   As he drew close to 
the open door, Pat challenged him:   
"What are you doing here?"   Now 
Pat stands over six feet and weighs 
about 300 lbs.

With that, the robber spun on 
his heel, ran around the house,  
and through the gate, onto the 
Simmerman patio and back yard.   
Pat picked up his phone and called 
the police.

In the meantime, in the 
Simmerman house, Mary was in 
the family room and I was in my 
study.   Mary heard a noise like 
someone trying to break through 
the patio door in the kitchen and 
went up to investigate.    

I did not hear that sound, but 
happened to look up quickly from 
my computer, saw a figure run past 

the window, and then 
heard a pounding 
sound on the other 
side of the study wall 
where the back door 
of the garage was located.   It 
was a large crash, like someone 
was kicking in the back garage 
door.   I jumped up and went into 
the family room and told Mary 
about the person running past 
my window and the sound I had 
heard.   I told her that I thought 
someone had just kicked in the 
back door of the garage.

Then heard sounds in the front 
of our house.   Turning around, 
we saw police car after police car 
come screaming into the street, 
screech to a stop, and police with 
drawn firearms racing toward our 
house.   I counted ten patrol cars at 
one time.

SAFETY IN GOD'S GRACE
by Rev. Orin Simmerman, Jr.
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They surrounded 
the house and found 
the broken garage door 
and the robber hiding 
under Mary's car with the bank 
money and his gun.   Thankfully, he 
surrendered!

In the meantime, I had finally 
made my way to the front door. A 
policeman told us to stay inside.

In due time, they caught up with 
the other accomplice and arrested 
him.   After a while, the police 
asked me to open the garage door, 
which I did.   Then they waited 
some time for the photographers 
to come and record where the 
money and gun were hidden.

When we looked at the patio door, 
we found that he had pulled on it 
hard, but the stick in the bottom 
channel of the door had held and 
didn't open.   We think he was 
trying to find a place to hide, while 
his partner in crime decoyed the 
police. For the rest of the day 
we pretty much stayed inside the 
house, because we didn't want to 
be interviewed on television.  The 
TV crews stayed for a long time 

waiting for us to come out.

I've tried to think of the lessons 
learned from this experience. Three 
immediately come to mind:  If 
the robber had decided to shoot 
it out with the police, our garage 
could have become a disaster area 
and someone could have been 
wounded or died. If the robber had 
penetrated the house, we could 
have been held hostage or harmed 
or in heaven today.

Providentially, all the outside 
doors were locked.   Could he 
have kicked in the door leading 
from the garage into the family 
room? Probably, yes!   But with 
Pat calling the cops, there was not 
lot of time between the robber's 
arrival and the police.   I thanked 
Pat personally on Friday for his 
timely assistance.

But beyond all that, there is 
more to this story, at least in my 
mind, that we were saved from 
harm.   For the twenty-odd years 

we have lived in this house, we 
have made it a "house of prayer" 
and not a "den of thieves" as Jesus 
talked about...but that is not the 
over-arching reason. For the same 
number of years we have prayed for 
this neighborhood and the people 
who live here...but that is still not 
the over-arching reason. For a 
number of years we witnessed to 
our neighbors about God's love in 
Christ for them...but that is still 
not the over-arching reason.

I believe we are alive and well 
simply as an overwhelming act of 
God's mercy and grace.   How he 
did it, I do not know.  But He did! 
And we are so thankful and we 
bless and praise His holy name!



Worship Schedule: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
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This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

shAre A story in the FebruAry newsletter!
We love to read your ministry stories, testimonies, updates, and ways in which St. Luke is a part 
of your lives. Would you like to write for the February newsletter? Do you have a testimony or 
ministry story to share? We would love to have your writing in here! Just submit your content to 
mwalz@stlukeumc.org before January 15.


