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Can you believe that it is 
December already? Where has 
the year gone? So much has 
happened this  year at St. Luke 
and we as a church could not 
feel more blessed or encouraged 
by the ways God has used us and 
our church over the past year 
and will in the upcoming year. 

Christmas is a special time at St. 
Luke. We have many volunteer 
opportunities, ways to give 
back, special services, wonderful 
decorations, inspirational 

This Month
• Christmas Worship
• Serving in Nicaragua
• Ministry Reflections
• We’re Turning 40
• Young Adult Worship
Announcements

• God’s Pantry Bags 
• Decoration Donations
• Feeding the Choir
• Christ Tree Project
• Christmas Cookies 
schedule
• Dec. 6 - Children’s Choir
• Dec. 13 - Choir Cantata
• Dec. 20 - Service of 

Lessons and Carols
• Christmas Eve- 5:30 & 

7:30 p.m. Candlelight 
services. 

• 2:00 p.m.Swahili Service
• Christmas Day- 9am-

2pm Swahili Worship

“For to us a child is born to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders 
and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6

messages and lots of love to go 
around. We hope you can get 
involved.

Christmas is also a busy time in 
the life of St. Luke. We hope you 
will enjoy everything you find 
in this month’s newsletter and 
find it enjoyable and informative 
as well as helpful to keeping up 
with all the things going on this 
month! We hope you have a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!

Great Joy
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When Jesus established His church, His intention 
for the church was to provide His disciples the 
opportunity to bless the world. (“If you love me, Peter, 
as you profess you do, then feed my sheep”). Our 
place in the church is not so that we can receive God’s 
blessings, but rather so God can use us to “feed His 
sheep”.In the past year, this has been made evident 
in many ways at St. Luke. Last year, during the food 
distribution at Thanksgiving, I was working a shift in 
the Fellowship Hall and I noticed a mother and two 
kids who were there working also. They were new to 
the church. And the mother said that even though 
they weren’t members, she hoped it was okay if she 
and her children worked a shift. And she said, “we first 
came to St. Luke to participate in Upward Basketball, 
and my children received so much from that, I wanted 
them to know what it meant to give back.” That’s the 
church. This fall, there has been an influx of nearly 
40 children and youth from the neighborhood 
surrounding St. Luke participating in our Wednesday.
comm program. Many of them are children with 
a lot of needs and they have placed a great strain 
on our volunteers and staff, who have served them 
with great joy (and amazing patience.) Recently one 
of the children brought her mother to Wednesday.
comm who commented that her daughter had said 
to her: “the church is such an awesome place, you’ve 
just got to come and check it out.” Feed my sheep. 
That’s the church of Jesus Christ. Early in the year, 

Dear Friends,
we became aware of the large number of immigrants 
from the Congo that had come to Lexington (the third 
largest population of Congolese in cities in the US). 
Many were coming from refugee camps. And they 
were looking for a place where they could worship 
together in their own language and they came to St. 
Luke because they had heard that we were a church 
that was open to new worshipping communities. The 
first Sunday they met in the Loft there were about 20-
25 who gathered for praise and worship. Now, there 
are 70-75 every Sunday. They are outgrowing the 
Loft. That’s the church of Jesus Christ. Each of us can 
participate in blessing our neighbors and community 
in these and many other ways. So many great things 
are happening through the ministry of St. Luke. We are 
now in the process of planning the ministries (and the 
budget for 2016). Let’s all be in prayer about our level 
of participation in these and many other ministries. It 
would be so helpful in the planning process, if each of 
us would return this estimate of giving for 2016 to our 
business administrator, Paul Bramel, before the end 
of the year. You can mail it to the church, or you can 
put it in an envelope and put it in the offering plate 
on Sunday or the baskets at the rear of the Sanctuary 
marked “Attention Paul Bramel”. Cards will also be in the 
bulletins on December 6 and are now available at the 
Welcome and Connection Centers.                    



Advent & Christmas Worship 
Worship during the Sundays of Advent and Christmas take on an extra special tone as we prepare our 
hearts for the great Christmas celebration. This year at St. Luke will be no different. November 29 will be the 
first Sunday of our great Advent festival. Throughout the Four Sundays of Advent there will be wonderful 
music and inspiring messages of hope and peace. You won’t want to miss any of them. On December 6, 
our children’s choir will lead us and on December 13 the Chancel Choir, orchestra and Handbell Choirs will 
share special music for the season. On December 20, during all three morning services, we will have our 
traditional Service of Lessons and Carols. On Christmas Eve, we will have three worship opportunities: the 
Congolese Community will also gather at 2:00 p.m. in the Loft for worship (all are welcome to attend). We 
will have our traditional Candlelight Services in the Sanctuary at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. And, new this year, the 
Congolese Community will be gathering for Christmas Worship on Christmas Day from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
(a meal will be shared). Again, all are welcome. And on Sunday, December 27, the Christmas Celebration 
will continue in all of our worship services. It promises to be an exciting time in the church. Come and join in 
the worship and celebration during this special time of year.
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Welcoming our Guests
Advent and Christmas is the time of year when many persons who are not regularly involved in church are 
most receptive to an invitation to come to special services. Who can you invite to come with you? There will 
be an increased number of guests with us in the next few weeks. It would be so very helpful to them, if we all 
were very intentional about welcoming everyone. Help people find where they need to go. Greet everyone 
as though they are guests. Wear your name tags. And if you are able, park in the parking lots in the office 
complexes on either side of the church and leave the best places for our guests. Let’s all go way out of our 
way to make everyone feel welcome.
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Opportunity to serve in 
Nicaragua 

You never really understand the beauty of a mountaintop, the pain of poverty or the joy of service until 
you've made the journey to see, smell and experience them.  If you are considering your first short term 
trip or your tenth, the Going Forth Team invites you to be part of a new partnership with the community of 
Wuastari in a remote area of Nicaragua.  Short term team now forming for a trip on March 18- 26, 2016.

Q: Where will we go?
A: We will travel by air to Managua, by vehicle to 
Aypal, and by riverboat to Wuastari in the Bosawas 
Natural Reserve area of Nicaragua.

Q: What about the partnership?
A: St Luke UMC and the community of Wuastari along 
with the newly planted church are 
partnering to build a much needed school to be 
used for K-6th grade.  The community will furnish the 
available local materials along with labor to build the 
school.  St. Luke will furnish the other materials.

Q: What will we do?
A: The joint project will be part of the 
construction of a school for the children of the
 village that do not have a school and are not 
attending any school. Typically, work projects include 
construction (skilled and unskilled labor), Bible school 
and health clinics (if we have medical or dental 
professionals). Work is always done
 alongside and in partnership with our Nicaraguan 
friends and church partner.

Q: Who are the leaders?
A: Mark Walz and Reid Buchanan. Reid has lead teams 
to Uganda, and multiple teams to Ghana along with 
receiving teams while missionary in Ghana.  He has 
published and presented widely on best/promising 
practices on such trips. 

Q: Do I need to be able to speak Spanish?
A: No, but we will help you learn some simple phrases.

Q: Is it safe?
A: At peace since 1990, Nicaragua has the lowest 
crime rate in Central America and is eager to 
promote tourism. However, the location is well off 
the beaten tourist trail. “High maintenance” 
travelers – take note!  

Q: How much does it cost?
A: Tentative cost of $1,795 per person includes 
round-trip airfare, all meals but one in Nicaragua, all 
ground and water transportation, lodging, airport 
arrival and departure taxes, and programming. 
Participants will need money for snacks, souvenirs, 
and meals/snacks on travel days at the beginning 
and end of the trip outside Nicaragua. 

Q: How can I find out more?
A: Those who would like to learn more and discern 
if this is an experience to which God is calling them 
may email Reid at rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org. 
Additional information will be sent to you, along 
with the dates, times and locations of informational 
gatherings. The first such meeting is scheduled for 
Dec 13 at 5:30 pm at St. Luke Room 4.

Frequently asked 
Questions



Ministry Reflections, and Looking Ahead 
2015 has been and continues to be an 
incredible year in the ministries of St. Luke.  
We began 2015 with some 
lofty goals.  As the year comes 
to a close, we’re seeing that 
each of the goals has helped 
us stretch and grow as a 
congregation.  While we will 
not meet all those goals, some of those 
goals were met and even exceeded beyond 

In September of 1976, pioneers from all of the other United Methodist 
Churches in Lexington came together for the first worship service of 
St. Luke United Methodist Church.  That first service was held in a store 
front in the Woodhill Shopping Center on New Circle Road.   The church 
grew rapidly and a few years later moved to our current location.   

During 2016 we will be celebrating our 40th Birthday.   The celebration will begin on 
Sunday, January 24 with a special day of worship.  On that Sunday, we will have one 
morning worship service that will involve all of the worshiping communities that are now 
a part of St. Luke - the three morning services, God's Backyard, the youth, the Congolese 
Community, the Multicultural Community, and the Young Adult Missional Communities.  
Our Special Speaker will be Bishop Lindsey Davis, who is, of course, a former pastor of St. 
Luke.  We will be celebrating our unity in our diversity.  Mark the day on your calendar and 
start praying for a great day of worship and celebration on January 24th.

Happy birthday st. luke!

January
   24

what we could have imagined.  Thank 
you for your faithfulness and trust in 

God!  As we move into 2016, we 
will focus on equipping disciples 
to do even more to grow and 
reach others for Christ. Look for 
more information in our January 
newsletter, both on 2015 and 

where we’re headed in 2016. This is such 
an exciting time in the life of our church!

2016
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It has been a couple of months since the Young Adult Missional 
Communities began meeting weekly for worship on Sunday mornings in 
downtown Lexington.  Although I miss seeing so many people at St. Luke 
on Sundays, we are having an amazing time worshipping and growing 
together as a community.  Many people have been asking about how things 
are going, so how about a quick update about all the great things that are 
happening?

Since I came to St. Luke in 2012, God has 
grown my desire to reach Young Adults in Lexington.  Leaving campus 
ministry at the University of Kentucky after six years made me realize 
that there is a large population of young adults in Lexington who are 
committed Christians, and were very involved in campus ministry in 
college, but have a hard time finding community and connecting 
to a church after college.  In addition there is a growing number of 
young adults in the Lexington area who will never encounter Jesus 
in a traditional, main-line denominational church such as St. Luke.

Our two Young Adult Missional Communities have been reaching 
out to young adults in Lexington for several years now.  One is 
comprised of young families, and the other is made up of single 
young adults. As the two communities continued to discern the 
best way to do ministry we began to hear the call of God to worship 
together weekly in a context that would enable us to better reach 
out to young people.

In September of this year we saw that plan come to fruition.  We began 
meeting every week in a storefront on Main Street called Awesome Inc.  Our 
worship gatherings are held at 10:30 every Sunday morning.  The worship 
time is very casual.  We average about 25 in worship every week, we take turns 
sharing about our week, or praying in groups.  Someone from the group will 
share a short message, and all of it is usually tied in with a few worship songs 
led by Mark Walz on an acoustic guitar.

Worshipping together has been really encouraging for our missional communities.  It has also allowed us to 
further our mission of reaching Young Adults, particularly in the downtown area while also giving us a really 
great space to deepen our efforts at discipleship.  Our goal as a community is to reconnect discipleship, 
mission and worship to everyday life, and moving to Main Street has been a huge step in that direction.

Thank you so much for believing in and supporting our efforts downtown!  Even though it’s not possible 
for us to be together on Sunday mornings, it’s such a comfort to know that we are all worshipping the same 
God and striving for the same goal; to see the Kingdom of Jesus manifested here in Lexington!

UPDATE
from Jeremy Buchanan 
and the Young Adult Missional Communities
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Budget Needs for October, 2015 $102,500.40)

*Total Income for October, 2015 $79,688.31) 
Deficit for the month ($22,812.09)

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 10/30/2015) $1,101,879.30)
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 10/30/2015) $941,723.05)
Deficit for the year ($160,156.25)

Alms Donations – October $3,091.00)
Balloon Fund Contributions – October $5,562.00)
Balloon Fund Contributions – Year-To-Date $98,728.13)

*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts)

Romans 11:36a- “For from him and through him and to him are all things.”

Stewardship Update 

We had a real treat on November 15 and 22 when we got to witness 16 young people declare 
their faith in Jesus Christ.  Confirmation Sunday was not the beginning or the end of these 6th 
and 7th graders journey in faith.  It was however a beautiful step forward for each of them in 
claiming their identity as children of God.  Six were baptized and many more went through a 
“remembrance” of their baptisms. Praise God!

CONFIRMATION 2015



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
God’s Pantry Grocery Bags 

God’s Pantry Ministry is a perfect choice for you to re-
cycle your plastic grocery bags. The main pantry is no 
longer providing a supply of new plastic bags as they 
have chosen to use the money for purchase of food 
supplies.  Clients are being asked to bring their own 
bags or boxes but to ensure that enough bags are 
available, the pantry gladly will accept recycled ones.

Decoration Donations 
Do you have Christmas decorations you no longer 
use? Or perhaps small unused items that could be 
‘regifted’? Each year we make such items available to 
our God’s Pantry clients. We will accept those dona-
tions beginning Sunday, November 29th.

Choir Services at St. Luke 
Our St. Luke UMC Christmas Choir Services will be 
presented at the 8:30, 9:45 and 11:10 services on 
Sunday, December 13!  Each year the choir works 
hard to create a special musical program to share 
with the congregation, and again this year, they will 
provide a heart-warming and exhilarating variety of 
music provided by the St. Luke Chancel Choir, Bell 
Choir and a small orchestra to help us celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ!  Come and welcome the Holy 
Child to our world, and invite someone to come with 
you to share this beautiful worship experience!

Feed the Choir
You’ve heard of Singing for your Supper....well, At St. 
Luke UMC we have a tradition of “Feeding the Choir” 
during the special Christmas Choir Services, and we 
hope you will help us!  Please bring your breakfast/
brunch items to the church early on Sunday morning 
so our musicians know they are appreciated for all 
their hard work!  A sign-up sheet will be posted at 
the Connection Center. 

Christ Tree Project
This Christmas, for the first time, we are serving two 
different populations. We are providing back packs 
and hoodies for homeless folks at Nathaniel Mission. 
The Mission has ordered 100 back packs and the 
vender has donated a poncho,  a Mylar sheet, and a 
pack of toiletries for each one. St. Luke is providing 
25 XL size hoodies. Other churches are providing 
other sizes, as well as other needed items. We are also 
receiving donations of $25 each to pay for some of 
the back packs. All donations must be returned by 
December 6. We will have the traditional Christ Tree 
with names of children involved in the many outreach 
ministries of St. Luke.  Each child will receive a toy and 
an article of clothing. Each family will receive a gift 
certificate for groceries. These gifts will be distributed 
December 20. Gifts brought to church early MUST be 
secured.  Contact an usher or the Connection Center 
volunteer during the week for security directions.

Christmas Cookies
We are establishing a Christmas tradition of delivering 
homemade cookies to those working on the holiday 
in service positions. In the past we have thanked 
Police, Fire Departments, hospital ER and nursing floor 
staff, Pharmacists, and Nursing Home personnel.
The more cookies we collect, the more service 
workers we can acknowledge. Please consider 
adding an extra dozen or two cookies to your 
holiday baking plans. There will be a sign-up sheet at 
the Connection Center to help us make distribution 
plans. Help let those working on Christmas know 
they are appreciated.
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Also this month...

The Sojourners Class (above) volunteered at the 
God’s Pantry warehouse, packing Thanksgiving 
food boxes! 
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St. Luke member Marty Sell (left) was featured this 
month in TOPS Lexington Magazine. In the article, 
she shares her testimony about her heart attack this 
past February, to raise awareness of Women’s heart 
attack risk and symptoms. You may find a copy of this 
article in the TOPS November issue around town, on 
the church website, or you may ask for a copy in the 
church office. 

The Wednesday.comm closing 
event, Make-a-Difference Night, 

was a huge success! Thanks to 
everyone who contributed to 

help to make a difference.



A Few Final Notes... 
Dear St. Luke,

I want to thank you so much for your many expressions of sympathy and love 
when my mother died.  Your calls and cards, your time spent at the funeral 
home, the wonderful food all meant so much during a difficult time.  I’m also 
grateful for the beautiful prayer shawl.  It was and is such a comfort, to have 
that as a constant reminder of your prayers.
I’m glad to be a part of the St. Luke Family!

In Christ,  
Nora Conner

Dear St. Luke Family,
 
What a blessing it is to be part of the St. Luke Church.  You are all special.  
Larry and I are so grateful and appreciative of your outreach with us 
through your financial gift.  Saying thank you is not adequate, but know 
that we are very encouraged through your gift.  Your prayers for us are a 
big help as we try to serve the Lord more completely (in Uganda).  We shall 
keep you informed through email and request that you do the same so 
that we can better pray for the ministries of the Church.  Thanks again. 
We love you.
 
Sincerely in Christ,
Larry & Joy McPherson

Dear St. Luke UMC,

Thanks so much for your support this year! You’ve helped us 
bless the hurting in Lexington and we truly appreciate it.
 
Lexington Rescue Mission
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Dear Aldersgate friends, 

Thank you for supporting the ministries of Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center! All of us, here at Aldersgate 
Camp appreciate the Cornerstones Sunday School Class’s gift of preparing a Wednesday.comm meal and 
sending the donation of $625.00 for the ongoing ministries of Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center.  What a 
wonderful surpise!
Thank you again for your support of Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center!

Blessings, 
Dave Cohn 
Director 

St. Luke UMC Multicultural, 

Thank you for the donation of sugar, flour, oil, and 
corn meal for our international families! What a gift! 
They were very blessed and it helped our office 
served them.

Many blessings!
The office of Community Formation at Asbury Theological Seminary 

Dear St. Luke,

Hope your holiday is decorated with the warmth of good cheer and every joy of the sea-
son. Thanks to the Wednesday morning crochet club for scarves and toboggans. We appre-
ciate your donation! 

God Bless!
Nathaniel Mission



Our Service Times: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:10 a.m. 
Youth Worship: 9:45 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:10 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Childcare available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687


