
 

September 2015

     Updates & Study Opportunities / Updates on July Stewardship

    Back - To - School, Stories & Thank You Notes / Notes of  Praise, Appreciation & Reminders

     Summer Of  Transitions from Pastor Mark Girard /
     Upcoming Opportunities in Outreach, Worship & Fellowship



A

St. Luke has been blessed with a wonderfully diverse staff that is one of the 
keys to the strong and vibrant ministries of the church. We have retired 
pastors who are willing to give of their talent, skills, and wisdom as they 
continue to serve the church of Jesus Christ. And we have young pastors who 
constantly challenge the church to look at ministry in new (and sometimes 
frightening) ways. They challenge us to be looking for new opportunities 
and new ways to reach persons for Jesus Christ. And so when transitions and 
changes take place in the staff, it can be an anxious time for the church. As 
we come near the end of the summer of 2015, we find ourselves as a church 
in the midst of several transitions in our staff. Briefly, they are:

In the middle of August,  Jeremy Buchanan who has served as our Young 
Adult Pastor and Worship Coordinator for the last few years, transitioned to 
a new ministry focus. As young adult coordinator, Jeremy led the church in 
the formation of  two Young Adult Missional Communities that meet weekly 
for Discipleship, Fellowship and Service. Many of those participating in these 
groups had no previous connection to St. Luke or any church. Jeremy has 
been called to devote his full attention to those communities and develop a 
more contemporary worship expression to meet the needs of those young 
adults and the many more in the downtown area who are not attached to any 
faith community.  It will be exciting to see how those communities continue 
to develop.  Jeremy will continue as a Local Pastor on staff at St. Luke but will 
be a bi-vocational pastor (at his request), meaning that he will no longer be 
paid by the church but will be supported through secular employment.  

Dawn Wallin has served as a Ministry Assistant, primarily in charge of the 
production of the monthly newsletter for several years. She brought a great 
deal of creativity and dedication to the task. However, she announced in July 
that she intended to step down in order to devote more time to family and 
personal life. The August newsletter was Dawn’s last masterpiece. We will 
miss not only her great skill, but also her wonderful spirit.
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From Pastor Mark Girard

Rev. Reuben Langat has served as one of our Multicultural Pastors for the past 
three years. Reuben is from Kenya and has been much loved by the multicultural 
community.   At the end of July, Reuben was appointed to serve full time in a United 
Methodist church in Kansas.  We send him off with our prayers for effective and 
dynamic ministry.

For the past 14 years, Dr. Lowell Langefeld has served St. Luke so well and 
faithfully as a retired United Methodist Minister in many capacities in the church.   
Lowell has been a teacher, preacher, liturgist and caring presence in hospitals, 
nursing homes, and funeral homes. As the Pastor of Congregational Care he has 
been a source of great comfort and strength to countless people down through 
the years. On September 1, Pastor Lowell will re-retire after 57 years of active 
ministry, but Lowell is not stepping away completely. He will continue to teach 
the Keenagers Sunday School Class and hopefully help out in worship from time 
to time. Well done, Lowell, one of God’s good and faithful servants.

And finally, Rev Don Cutter has served St. Luke United Methodist Church as the 
Pastor of Christian Counseling for the last several years. As a Licensed Pastoral 
Counselor, Don has helped many both inside and outside of the church.  While 
working on his counseling credentials, Don also worked to receive his Local 
Pastor’s License from the Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church.   
Don will be celebrating his 75th birthday on September 4 and has decided to 
also retire on that day as the Pastor of Christian Counseling.   

In the coming days, we will have an opportunity to celebrate the ministries of 
these two wonderful pastors and servants. Please pray for all of these as they 
transition into new areas of service and ministry.  And pray for the church, as we 
navigate through the changes that will be precipitated by all of these comings 
and goings.

Pastor Mark Girard
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United Methodist Women

Did you know that The United Methodist Women began as an organized group of six in Boston in 1869 in an at-
tempt to respond to the lack of women's health needs in India? Today, the group totals over 800,000 with a mis-
sion of aiding those in need globally and of providing spiritual growth and fellowship to its members. St. Luke 
UMC has two active circles of United Methodist Women which meet at 6:00 p.m. the first Tuesday of the month 
(Esther Circle) and at 10:30 a.m. the second Thursday of each month (Sarah Circle). We invite all women to join 
us (and bring a friend!) for our September 1 "unit" meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. when we will have  
Stephanie Wooten from the organization "Glean Kentucky" here to talk about their program of feeding the hun-
gry. Questions? Call Janet Garrison at 272-3226. 

Save the Date

 Wednesday, October 14 will be the Health Expo. during our Wednesday.comm event.

NeW MiNiSTRY

To welcome people into the life of the church, St. Luke will begin a "shepherding" ministry this fall. Folks 
new to St. Luke will have the opportunity to be introduced to a person or family of St. Luke who will serve 
as their guide and a resource in learning about small groups, areas of service, and other opportunities to get 
involved at St. Luke. The fundamental beliefs of St. Luke United Methodist Church will also be shared.

Anyone interested in learning more about this new ministry is invited to attend one of the short infor-
mational meetings to be held after each Sunday morning service on September 13 or during meal time of 
Wednesday.comm on September 16.

If you are interested but cannot attend any of these sessions please email Reid Buchanan at rbuchanan@
stlukeumc.org.

 Wednesday, October 14



A

OUTReAch
Upcoming Events & Opportunities

5/September 2015

 More Yarn Needed

Our knitting and crocheting group is in need of yarn donations again. Thank you for your donations in the 
past! The group meets on a regular basis and makes many things to give to people in need. Please drop off 
donations at the Connection Center. Also, if you would like to knit or crochet items for people in need but can-
not meet with the group on Wednesday evenings, feel free to make items on your own time and bring them to 
the church.

holiday Bazaar

St. Luke United Methodist Women are sponsoring a Holiday Bazaar on November 21. Are you a crafter or 
have a home based business? This is a great chance to showcase your business. You will meet new custom-
ers and increase your sales! To reserve your sales table, contact Karen Girard at karen.girard@gmail.com or 
806-2704 

Kids’ cafe Outreach

Helpers are needed for Tuesday afternoon Kids Cafe outreach. Flexible hours for homework help, meal prep 
or serving, recreation, simple crafts, board games. Additional male presence especially needed. Contact: 
Pam Harned, 494-8677, harnedpa@yahoo.com.

Lexington Rescue Mission Banquet

You can support the many ministries of the Lexington Rescue Mission and have a great meal, enjoy excellent 
entertainment, and scope out a silent auction. The event will be Thursday, September 10, at the Embassy 
Suites. St. Luke is filling a table, tickets are $35. Please contact Denise Ockerman at 494-1482 immediately if 
you would like to attend.

KYUMc children and Youth home Annual Day - September 12

The KY United Methodist Home for Children and Youth is having their Annual Day, an auction which rais-
es money to help provide the "extras" that make the youths' stay with the Home feel more like home! The 
schedule has changed with the silent and live auction starting at 10:30 a.m. followed by lunch at noon! No 
program will be included this year. 



A

OUTReAch
Upcoming Events & Opportunities

6/September 2015

 

 St. Luke UMc Going Forth Team’s Work Day    9/19/15

Leaving at 7am - returning about 7pm.
15 spaces available on bus.
Workers need to be at least 16 yrs old.
You are responsible for your food during the day.

For more info or to sign up, contact Reid Buchanan at rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org

Opportunity in Missions

The Going Forth team of St. Luke UMC is sponsoring a missions trip to Honduras in partnership 
with GO International. The trip is scheduled for January 22 through January 30. The team will 
be involved in the following projects: a Vacation Bible School, light construction, sewing classes, 
eyeglass distribution, and medical outreach.  An informational meeting will be held on Sunday 
September 13th at 5 PM in room 124. If you would like additional information, please contact 
Earl Brady at 859-619-0160 or  earlbrady13@gmail.com or Reid Buchanan at rbuchanan@
stlukeumc.org.

Based on preliminary planning, the cost of the trip will be approximately $2,000.

Rev. Reid S. Buchanan

Looking for ways to respond to 
the recent flooding in Johnson County, KY?

Share your Saturday with others  
as we labor together! 
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Our Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be starting back up 
after a summer break! Knitters and crocheters have 
been busy through the summer working on their own 
to craft beautiful prayer shawls, but the group will be-
gin meeting together again this fall to pray and craft 
through this spiritual practice that reaches out to 
those in need of comfort and solace, as well as those in 
times of celebration and joy.  

This ministry meets on Tuesdays from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
in room 114.  If you knit or crochet or would like to 
learn, please join in the making and giving of Prayer 
Shawls, as well as fellowship, prayer, and blessings!  

Questions?  Know of someone who should receive a 
Prayer Shawl?  Contact Sue Pixler, bspixler@gmail.com 
or (307)321-2934, or sign up in the Connection Center.

New Women’s Bible Study Beginning this Fall

Join us on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m. for “Set Apart: Holy Habits of Prophets and 
Kings,” a video-based study on 1 & 2 Kings by Asbury 
Seminary’s Dean of Chapel, Jessica LaGrone.  Each week 
the group will study a different prophet or king who 
was set apart by their close walk with God as well as 
the practices they observed and what the Bible teaches 
about that practice.  Each of these people was trying to 
follow God while carrying out God’s calling on earth.  As 
we consider their example, we will discover that even 
prophets and kings struggled and grew in their faith 
through spiritual practices, and we will learn how to 
follow God’s unique purposes for us in God’s Kingdom.

Contact Jo Johnson (859-321-7987, djohnson2@road-
runner.com), Marcia Murphy (859-494-3386, mar-
ciamurphy1949@gmail.com), or Nora Conner (ncon-
ner@stlukeumc.org, 859-269-4687) with questions or 
to sign up, or sign up at the Connection Center.
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Fitness classes Offered for Seniors

Attention all seniors!  Would you like to exercise more?  Become stronger?  Have more endurance for chas-
ing around those grandkids?  Become more flexible?  Meet new friends?

St. Luke offers FOUR opportunities each week to accomplish all of that and more.

 
Through the SilverSneakers FLEX program, there are four fitness classes held per week in the church gym-
nasium.  On Mondays at 11:15 a.m. and again on Tuesdays at 9:45 a.m., seniors can enjoy a chair yoga class.  
This class focuses on strength, flexibility, and balance.  On Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m., the class combines 
cardiovascular work with exercises using small hand weights and resistance bands.  Finally, on Fridays 
at 10:30 a.m., seniors can participate in a dance class, where they will learn fun and easy choreography to 
work their minds as well as their bodies.  NO prior experience is necessary, and all fitness levels are wel-
come.  All classes are taught by Rebecca Hannifan, a certified fitness professional with over ten years of 
experience.

 
One in five people 65 and older is eligible for a free gym membership and free fitness classes through the 
SilverSneakers program.  Accordingly, seniors should check with their health insurance carrier to see if 
they have this important benefit.  However, members of St. Luke can still attend the fitness classes at the 
church for FREE, whether or not they have the SilverSneakers benefit.

 
We have a great group of seniors who have already been participating in these classes.  Periodically, the 
group enjoys a potluck lunch or a visit to a local restaurant together.  Come and join the fun!
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Back- to- School Bash 

On August 16 SLUMY joined four other United Meth-
odist youth groups from around Lexington for a “Back 
to School Bash” at Jacobson Park. We played games, 
worshipped together (led by our own Corrie Hunter), 
and ate lots of food.  While we had a great time, the 
purpose of the event was deeper than just getting to-
gether to celebrate the beginning of a new school year.  
The youth from all five groups came together and then 
divided into small groups based on what school they 
attend.  In these groups they brainstormed ways they 
could make an impact on their school.  We wanted 
them to see that there were other Christians at their school who were involved in other churches, and that they 
could support each other in making a difference at their school.                                                   

Back- to- School Wrap Up

Thank you once again for the generous support of our annual Back- to- School Project.  We provided a pair 
of shoes and an outfit of new clothes for needy students. This year we served students in the neighborhood 
near Nathaniel Mission, those in our ESL classes, and members of our Swahili congregation. 

We helped many of the newly arrived families measure their children to determine American sizes for 
clothes and shoes.  The distribution event was a joyous time, with excited children and thankful parents.

We hope to do more for these families who worship with us here at St. Luke. Watch for opportunities to 
reach out in the future.
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Anybody need a one armed paper hanger?

I am not advertising, but everything is "thumbs up" here. thanks to God's 
help, excellent health care, family, and all you dear friends.

The prayers, calls, gifts, food, cards, and visits have all brightened my day 
while my life has been on hold. God has blessed me in so many ways.

The church has always been my special blessing and never more so than 
these days of my healing.

May God bless each of you for your kind and caring hearts.
Love to all, Neita Faulkner

 
Dear St Luke UMC,

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not 
to utter words, but to live by them.” – John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Thank you for your recent gift to help fight hunger in Kentucky. Starting very small from 
the back of Mim Hunt’s station wagon in 1955, to today when we reach thousands of
Kentuckians through four warehouses, 13 trucks, and the hands of our employees and 
volunteers alike, we strive to eliminate hunger in our area. To accomplish that goal we 
rely on the kindness of many donors like you.

God’s Pantry Food Bank puts the funds we receive to use in a variety of carefully 
planned ways. Our primary function is to serve as the food bank for 50 counties. We 
have partnerships with nearly 400 agencies that operate pantries, soup kitchens, cen-
ters for youth, seniors, six Kids Café sites and participate in the Back Pack program for 
children.  We also support the Community Supplemental Food Program for low-income 
seniors, plus other efforts to reach anyone in our area who is hungry.

Regardless of the method of distribution, God’s Pantry Food Bank is reaching 75% of 
food - insecure individuals in our service area.

Together we can solve hunger. Thank you for joining us.

Sincerely,
Marian F. Guinn
Chief Executive Officer

10/September 2015
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Thanks To All Who Made Our Summer Worship Special
   
 There were so many persons who shared their gifts and talents during worship 
this summer.   Thanks to those who served as the “story tellers”  for our Stories 
Around The Campfire sermon series.    You really brought the scripture to life 
each week.   And a word of appreciation to all those who shared special music 
in the absence of the 8:30 Ensemble and Chancel Choir.  We were blessed each 
week.   Thanks everyone.

Mark Girard

Let Us covenant Together
     
You may remember that around the first of the year for several weeks we focused on 
our Covenant with God and his church and many completed covenant cards. These were 
covenants made between you and God concerning your commitment to support the church 
through your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. You were encouraged to place 
your completed covenant in your Bible and make it a centerpiece of prayer and devotion 
throughout the year, or seal it in an envelope and place it on the altar, with the promise 
that before the year was through, those covenants would be returned to you so you could 
assess how you have been doing and spend some time renewing your covenant. In the last 
few days, those cards have been sent out, bathed in the prayers of the church and staff.  
May God’s blessings be on us all as we once again recall and celebrate the covenant that we 
have between God and His people.   
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It's Not Too Late -
Come Join Wednesday.comm this Fall

Several new classes start September 30th!

Wednesday evenings are a great way to get connected at St. Luke. Each Wednesday evening starts with a 
time of fellowship over dinner. Following the meal, there are classes and activities for children, youth, and 
adults.  

Once again this year, the meals will be hosted by different groups and classes to raise awareness and 
support for various ministries in our community. Meals are $5 per plate ($15 max per family, sharing 
allowed, if you wish) and will be served from 5:15-6:30 p.m.  

We have a very exciting line-up of classes this fall, and some are still under development! Check out the 
descriptions on the next page to find one that best suits your discipleship growth needs.

Weekly Wednesday.comm Schedule:
5:15-6:30 p.m.  Come and go community meal in the Gym

6:00-7:00 p.m.  Childcare for infants and toddlers

6:00-7:00 p.m.  Activities for preschoolers

6:00-7:00 p.m.  K-5th Graders–Beakers, Bubbles, and the Bible

6:00-7:30 p.m.  Youth Bible Study in the Youth Room

6:00-7:30 p.m.  Adult Classes (see next page)

7:00-8:30 p.m. Adult Choir

7:00-8:30 p.m. Childcare available for children of parents in choir or class.

   STUDY
Opportunities & Updates

12/September 2015



A

The God We can Know
Our Fall 2015 church-Wide Study

Begins: September 27

Discover the God Who Wants to be Known!

The Gospel of John records several declarations by Jesus known as the “I Am” sayings, and with each of 
these statements, Jesus captures our imagination and reveals more about His identity and purpose.  Join 
us as we explore Jesus’ “I Am” statements through this 7-week Upper Room study by United Methodist 
pastor Robert Fuquay.  Through engaging videos filmed in the Holy Land as well as enriching readings, 

groups on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings will grow in their faith and understanding as they 
explore what Jesus meant when He said, “I Am…”  Pastor Mark will offer a sermon series on The God We 

Can Know as well.  If you’ve wanted to join a group but keep putting it off, this is the perfect time to start!  
Beginning later this month, St. Luke will journey together and discover The God We Can Know.

Questions?  Need help finding a group?  Sign up in the Connection Center or contact Nora Conner 
(nconner@stlukeumc.org, 269-4687).

   STUDY
Opportunities & Updates
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on July Stewardship
  UPDATe

14/September 2015

Stewardship Emphasis
 Budget Needs for July, 2015                            $102,500.40
 *Total Income for July, 2015                       $  95,220.68

 Deficit for the month                                                  ($  7,279.72)

 Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 7/31/2015)                                  $768,753.00
 Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 7/31/2015)     _             _             _     $656,393.18

 Deficit for the year                                                    ($112,359.82)

 Alms Donations – July                             $    3,489.00

 Balloon Fund Contributions – July                                $   1,633.00

 Balloon Fund Contributions – Year-To-Date                  $  79,634.13
 
 Mortgage Fund Balance as of 7/31/2015                        $2,794,066.20

*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts)

“I was once young and now I am old, but not once have I been witness to God’s failure to supply my need when 
first I had given for the furtherance of His work. He has never failed in His promise, so I cannot fail in my 
service to Him.” — William carey (1761-1834), Baptist missionary to India 


