Sermon Series
Worship Opportunities

March 2015

Easter Updates

Upcoming Events
outreach needs
Easter Eggstravaganza

A Glimpse at
Holy Week

Sunday, March 29
Palm Sunday

Parade of Palms, Special Music from Chancel Choir

Pastor's Letter
#saveamillion fund
Counseling and Care

Thursday, April 2
Holy/Maundy Thursday
Service of Darkness
7:00 p.m.

Friday, April 3
Good Friday
Wednesday.comm Update
Thank You Notes
Stewardship Emphasis

Come and Go Communion Served in Sanctuary
Noon until 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 5
Easter Sunday

Celebrations at Sunrise, 8:30, 9:45, 11:10 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.
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Lenten Worship
Mary, Did You Know?–Reflections of Mary
at the foot of the Cross

March 1

The Problem With Being Favored

March 8

Sometimes Grace Keeps Us In The Boat

March 15

Restoring Our Sight

March 22

The Poor Man's Lamb

(Family Worship Sunday with Special Music
from the Children's Choir)

March 29

Who Doesn't Love A Parade?
(Special Music From Chancel Choir)

They took palm branches and
went out to meet him, shouting,

"Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!"

"Blessed is the king of Israel!"
A

John 12:13
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Celebrate the Season Through Song

The St. Luke Chancel Choir is seeking interested people to sing with them throughout the Lenten Season. The group
is currently preparing music for special worship services on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday.
If you are interested in joining the choir for any or all of these services, please come to rehearsals on Wednesday
evenings at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Work will be done on music for Holy Week the first hour and then the remaining
time will be spent preparing music for our upcoming Lenten services.
All, high school age and up, are encouraged to come and experience this beautiful opportunity for worship and musical
service to the congregation.
If you have any questions, please contact Brent Meritt at bmerritt@stlukeumc.org.

Easter Flowers

Family Worship Sunday is March 22

Help beautify the Sanctuary for the upcoming
Easter season. Upcoming bulletins will have inserts
to complete for individuals to contribute to the
decor as well as provide a special opportunity to
commemorate loved ones. These contribution will
be used by the Altar Guild to fund flowers for the
Easter services and for future decorations. Please make
your checks out to St. Luke and note "Altar Guild"
in the memo line. On Easter Sunday, the names of
those honored and remembered will be printed in
the bulletin.

A great opportunity is just around the corner for our
St. Luke families to worship together on March 22.
The kids are preparing two special songs to share with
the congregation.
Power Hour and God's Backyard will be available for
children whose parents attend Sunday School. The
nurseries will be available all three services and the Preschool classes will have Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
and God's Playground for Pre-school B/C at 11:10 a.m.
Children are always welcome in worship and don't have
to wait for a special day to come to big church.

Easter Invitations

Easter postcard invitations will soon be on display in
the lobby, available at the Welcome and Connection
Center and for download at www.stlukeumc.org.
Prayerfully consider taking this opportunity to invite
someone to church that does not have a personal
relationship with Jesus.

Showing Hospitality

St. Luke's parking lot is one of the first things that a guest
sees and experiences when visiting our church for the
first time. The well-designed and maintained parking
lot makes a good first impression for guests and creates
a safe and convenient place for our entire congregation.

Easter Floral Cross

Having a sufficient number of parking spaces is critical
to attendance and growth. If a guest can't find a space,
especially near the building, chances are that they may
leave without attending. Not only is it important to
provide enough spaces, but it is important to designate
guest spaces near the main entry of the building.

Come and be part of a wonderful St. Luke Easter
tradition. Bring flowers, purchased or homegown, and
place them on the Cross outside the front entrance
(door #1) on Easter Sunday, April 5. If you have never
participated before, 2015 is the perfect time to start.

Feed the Choir

Just as important is leaving spaces near the entrances
for families with small children and those who may
find walking any distance a challenge. During this
Easter season, those who can park away from the main
entrances are encouraged to show hospitality in this way.

Please sign up at the Connection Center to provide a
a food item for the choir on Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday. It is a great way to express appreciation for the
wonderful gift of music they are sharing with St. Luke.
A
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Immediate Need for God's Pantry
Volunteers

St. Luke’s God’s Pantry has an urgent need in
March for afternoon volunteers to serve clients.
Except where noted, these are ongoing openings
for persons willing to commit to once a month,
once a week or several days a week, whatever their
schedule permits.
*3rd, 4th, 5th Monday (2 volunteers each shift)
*1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th Tuesday (1 volunteer each shift)
*1st Wednesday (1 volunteer along with 1 sub)
*1st Thursday (1 sub)
*3rd, 4th Thursday (1 volunteer each shift)
*4th Friday (2 volunteers each shift)
Service time begins at 12:30 until at least 2:30 to
3:00 p.m., depending on the day.

Wonderful Musical Event on the Horizon

The Illinois Wesleyan University Collegiate Choir will
present a concert in St. Luke's Sanctuary on Saturday,
March 7 at 7:30 p.m.
This group recently celebrated the 150th anniversary of its
founding! During this special year, St. Luke is thrilled to
have the IWU Collegiate Choir on their annual tour.
As an undergraduate at Illinois Wesleyan, Brent Merritt
sang in this choir, and thoroughly loved the opportunity to
perform in United Methodist churches around the nation
during the annual spring tour. He is proud to be hosting
them here at St. Luke and anticipates a full house for this
inspiring concert!
You won't want to miss Dr. J. Scott Ferguson and the
fabulous IWU Collegiate Choir! For more information,
contact Brent Merritt at bmerritt@stlukeumc.org.

Contact Kathy Gendreau at katgen452@twc.com or
229-7527 if interested and available at these times.
Training is provided. If you have general questions
about serving in the pantry, you may also contact
Karen Hinkle, Communications Coordinator at
kphinkle@twc.com or 421-1232.

United Methodist Women
Esther Circle Meeting
Tuesday, March 3 at 6 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Topic–Going Out to Welcome

Guest Bread Baker

As part of the Welcome Team ministry, bread is provided
to our first-time guests. If you would like to be part of this
important ministry, openings are available. Contact Arlene
Stoll at 271-6232/asgrandma@gmail.com or Reid Buchanan
at rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org for more information.

Join us we learn in a welcoming environment.
Light refreshments served.
For any additional information, please contact
Kathy Silberman at 699-1582.

Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher,

have

washed

your

feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet.
A

John 13:14
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Easter Egg-Stravaganza!
saturday, March 21
2-4 p.m.

Plans are underway for this yearly outreach event to our community as well as for our St.
Luke families! All of the activities are structured for families to experience together. We are
intentional in sharing the Easter Story in creative ways that will speak to them long after
they leave our building.
We are seeking indivdiuals and groups to serve during this event who do not have small
children. It is such an opportunity to welcome our neighbors and show them Christ's love! If
you can serve that day, please contact Molly Barber at rubarb520@yahoo.com. All activities
will be planned, prepared and ready for you to step in and welcome all who come! There
are also opportunities to help prepare our "Take Home" boxes ahead of time that will be
filled with items for families to experience in their home. Let us know how you can help
out with this wonderful outreach event by signing up on the bulletin board across from the
Connection Center.
We appreciate how St. Luke is always ready to serve children!
St. Luke Children's Ministry Leadership Team

Fifth Grade Club Is Coming

God Tags

What is 5th Grade Club, you ask? It is a
super fun group that helps fifth graders
grow in their relationships with one
another and God while preparing for
youth group, which begins in sixth grade.
March meetings will be Sunday, March
8 and March 22. Snack supper starts at
5:30 p.m. (bring $2) and group time is
from 6:00-7:30. For additional information,
please contact Julia Hefner at 806-2775/
thehef67@gmail.com.

God Tags are St. Luke kids' way to show
what they know. They can earn them
for memorizing scripture, service to the
church and many, many other great
things! The third Sunday of each month
is designated as "God Tag Sunday" and
provides the opportunity for the kids to
earn additional tags. When you see a little
one proudly wearing their tags, stop and
ask about them. They might just show
what they know...and you will be amazed!

Aldersgate Camp-It's For You

Mark Your Calendars

VBS is Sunday, June 14 through Thursday,
June 18 from 6–8 p.m. Come and explore
God's Mighty Power on Everest.

Want an experience that you won't forget?
Check out Aldersgate Summer Camp at
www.aldersgatecamp.org.
A
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Come Soar With Us!
There is such a sense of excitement around St. Luke in
the first days of 2015. These "BIG" goals that we have
adopted have reenergized us. I can't wait to see what
God has in store for us. We're all in this together. God
is moving us forward as His church. And YOU are an
essential part of that. So come and soar with us, as we
(to paraphrase a popular television and movie franchise)
"go boldly where the church has not gone before."

Imagine how high we could soar. With this goal in
mind, we have established the Balloon Fund. The idea
is really simple. If we can "sell" 130 balloons over the
course of one year (for the next ten years) at a cost of
$600 per balloon, we will raise enough to pay on the
principal in addition to the monthly payments to retire
the mortgage in half the time and thereby save ONE
MILLION DOLLARS over the life of the loan.

An important key to our future is being able to get out
from under the debt that we accrued in building the
Life Center. What a wonderful tool it has been and
continues to be in reaching our community as well as
Sunday School classes and youth and Bible studies.
Hundreds of people's lives are touched every week
through the ministries that happen in and through the
Life Center.

Balloons can be "bought" by individuals (perhaps
consider transferring what you have been paying to the
Reach Beyond Campaign which ended last year to the
Balloon Fund), Sunday School classes, and other groups
in the church. As an example, SLUMY served a recent
Wednesday.comm meal and raised enough to buy the
first balloon.

The prospect of making mortgage payments of a
quarter million dollars every year for twenty more
years is a daunting one. No matter how faithful we are
in our giving, that amount will have a limiting effect
on just how far we are able to soar as a church in the
foreseeable future.
God has placed a vision in our midst of just how much
more we could do if we were able to eliminate that
mortgage in half the time. We would save one million
dollars over the life of the loan, plus put back into the
budget for ministry and outreach that 1/4 million dollar
mortgage payment every year.

On February 15, we officially "launched" the Balloon
Fund after the 11:10 Worship service with an Open
House in the Life Center. The Open House culminated
in our first balloon release (using environmentally
friendly balloons). We were able to release 41 balloons
that day, which represented almost 1/3 of our goal
reached in just the first 5 weeks of the year. Of course, if
we exceed our goal we'll pay it off even sooner and save
even more.
We're off to a great start. To see how you can be a part
of the excitement, check out the display in the Lobby
outside the Sanctuary. Commit to buy a balloon (or two
or three) and come let's soar together!

St. Luke already does so much. Just imagine how
much more we could do if we can retire the mortgage.

Pastor Mark

"This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out

for many for the forgiveness
of sins."
A

Matthew 26:28
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Goal: To pay an additional 10% on our debt every year for 10 years
Why: Because it will save us $1,000,000 in interest!
How: If 130 people, families, classes, groups of friends, etc. “buy” one balloon each year
(not necessarily the same people each year, just 130 each year)
1 balloon = $600
($600 per year = $50 just per month)
Watch for the periodic balloon releases!

What can you do?

Participate by:
•Praying for St. Luke in this endeavor.
•Praying for the ministries and lives impacted by our careful stewardship.
•Prayerfully considering contributing financially.
(If you contribute financially, please note “Balloon Fund” on the memo line
of your check, mark the amount in the “Balloon Fund” box for online giving,
or use the special red “Balloon Fund” envelopes.)
•Sign the big balloon at the lobby display.
We will have a display in the Sanctuary lobby to help
us keep track of our progress.
What could you do for God with $1,000,000?
What could St. Luke do?

A

Come Soar
With Us!
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Counseling Center

Spring is just around the corner. It is a time of renewed hope and new beginnings. Flowers blooming, birds chirping
and the sun warming our face should provide a sense of revitalization for us all, but for many people, it can just be a
continuation of lingering feelings of anxiousness, fear and depression.
If you are experiencing a new or continuing sense of "the blues," don't be afraid to seek professional counseling. Here
at St. Luke, we provide free personal and family counseling with a Christian perspective to individuals from St. Luke
and the surrounding community.
Unlimited free and confidential counseling is available to adolescents and adults in the community from a professional
Kentucky licensed pastoral counselor. The Counseling Ministry offers appointments for individuals, families and
couples. Take advantage of this unique program and contact Pastor Don Cutter at 221-6360 to set up an appointment
or contact the church office at office@stlukeumc.org or 269-4687.

About Stephen Ministry

St. Luke has been blessed to be a Stephen Ministry congregation since 2001. Stephen Ministers are Christian friends
trained to very purposefully listen, support and walk alongside individuals who are dealing with a difficult life
situation. Often they simply provide a social connection and special friendship. Sometimes the caring relationship
is short, perhaps just a few months. Others continue the support and caring for several years or as long as needed.
They are not counselors or therapists.
These individuals commit to two years of service to the ministry, but many at St. Luke continue far longer to actively
participate in the twice a month supervision and continuing education required by the national organization for
Stephen Ministry. Assignments are made prayerfully with careful consideration of the personalities and situations
involved. A match is always man-to-man and woman-to-woman and confidentiality is ensured. A commitment is
made for weekly visits or contact. If the right Stephen Minister is not available, effort is made to connect individuals
to other sources of support either within or outside of St. Luke. The Stephen Ministry team maintains resource
information to be able to refer individuals to other kinds of assistance if needed. If interested or you need more
information, contact one of the pastors or call Joanne Beidleman, team leader for Stephen Ministry, at 278-3973 or
Karen Hinkle, referrals coordinator, at 421-1232.

"For God so loved the world

that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in

him shall not perish but have
eternal life."
A

John 3:16
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Two New Classes Starting in March!
it's Not too late to join us on Wednesday evenings.
Wednesday evenings are a great way to get connected at St. Luke. Each Wednesday evening starts with a time of
fellowship over dinner. Following the meal, there are classes and activities for children, youth and adults.
Once again this year the meals will be hosted by different groups and classes to raise awareness and support for various
ministries in our community. Meals are $5 per plate ($15 max per family, sharing allowed if you wish) and will be
served from 5:15–6:30 p.m.

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week
5:15–6:30 p.m. 		Come and go community meal in the Gym
6:00–7:00 p.m. 		Childcare for infants and toddlers
6:00–7:00 p.m.		
Activities for preschoolers
6:00–7:00 p.m.		
K-5th Graders
6:00-7:30 p.m.		
Youth Bible Study in the Youth Room
6:00-7:00 p.m.		
Adult Classes (See belowf or new adult classes that have been added.)
7:00-8:30 p.m.		
Adult Choir
7:00-8:30 p.m.		Childcare available for children of parents in choir or class.

New Adult Classes:
A Lenten Study–Renegade Gospel by Mike Slaughter			
6:00- 7:00 p.m.
Class will run March 4–April 8
Facilitated by Wendell Barnett							
Jesus didn’t come to start a religion. The rebel Jesus came with a renegade gospel to start a revolution. In this video
supported study, Renegade Gospel, pastor and author Mike Slaughter presents Jesus and his challenging message to
inspire us during Lent, Easter and through the year. Read the red letters and discover Jesus all over again. Topics
include: Discovering the Rebel Jesus; Revolutionary Lifestyle; The Most Important Question You Will Ever Have to
Answer; Seeing Jesus Today; The Way of the Cross; Resurrection.
St. Luke 101 									
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Class will run from March 18–April 22
Facilitated by Pastor Mark Girard
In addition to exploring the ministries of St. Luke, the group will be looking at some of the history and beliefs that
are unique to the United Methodist Church. The class will utilize material such as Bishop Will Willimon’s Why Am
I A United Methodist, as well as other video resources. The group will take a behind-the-scenes look at some of the
ministries of St. Luke. Though the class will primarily be geared towards those who are new to St. Luke, anyone who
wants to join us on the discussion is welcome.

Save the Date!–

The Wednesday.comm closing event will take place on April 29 and feature an authentic mexican dinner provided by
Jose and Victoria Buenrostro while we join in on collecting items for various mission projects. More information in
the April newsletter.
A
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Dear St. Luke,
Thank you for your contribution of $133.33. We will
put this gift to work immediately to help care for
the men who live at the Potter's House, our men's
transitional home.

Thank you and your congregation for supporting
the Bluegrass Area in 2014 and helping to collect
27,279 Operation Christmas Child shoes boxes.
Consolidated Baptist Church is looking forward
to seeing you this coming November during our
OCC's National Collection Week (November 1623, 2015).

At the Potter's House, they have an opportunity for a
fresh start. They not only get warm beds, hot showers
and nutritious meals, but they receive the support
they need to address their emotional and spiritual
issues. Our staff and volunteers provide mentoring,
case management and pastoral counseling to lift
their burdens. Your gift will help these men build a
better future for themselves and their families.

Again, thank you for being a part of National
Collection Week and packing shoe boxes for
children to come and know Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior.

Thank you for your faithful support,

Geneva Hunter
Relay Center Coordinator
Consolidated Baptist Church

Jim Connelll
Execurtive Director
Lexington Rescue Mission

Dear St. Luke,
Thank you for your recent financial gifts of more than $400. We strive to eliminate
hunger in our area and can only accomplisth this goal through the kindess of
many donors like you. Together we can solve hunger.
Marian F. Guinn
Chief Executive Officer
God's Pantry

"He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay."

Matthew 28:6

A
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E m p h a s i s

*Budget Needs for January, 2015				
Total Income for January, 2015				
Deficit for the month		

$ 102,500.40
$ 86,543.19
$ 15,957.21

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 1/31/2015)
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 1/31/2015)
Deficit for the year				

$ 102,500.40
$ 86,543.19
$ 15,957.21

Alms Donations – January					

$

4,249.90

Balloon Fund Contributions – January			

$

22,452.90

Total Balloon Fund Contributions - 2015		

$

22,452.90

Mortgage Balance						$2,924,815.01
*Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts

“Examples are few of men ruined by giving.”
— Christian Bovée

A
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