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Do we dare dream again of a 
better world? 

Do we dare dream of a savior? 

Do we have the courage to 
dream once more?
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Join Us This Advent/Christmas As We Dare To Dream
The Impossible Dreams Of Christmas

Join us for Sunday morning worship beginning 
November 30.

In the year 4 B.C., the brutal King Herod was the puppet King of Israel. The 
Romans were the ones who were really in control in the ancient land of Israel. 
King Herod and the High Priest Caiaphas ruled at the pleasure of the Roman 
Governor Quirinius. The people of Israel lived lives of despair. There was the 
constant threat of war. Oppression in place of freedom. A tax rate of nearly 80% 
for those who were able to find work. 

Unemployment was high. There were beggars at the gates of every city. People 
were hungry. Violence and crime were widespread. Families were torn apart. And 
the church seemed out of touch with the day-to-day sufferings of the people.

But the people of Israel still remembered the promises of the prophets concerning 
a Messiah, a great King from the line of David, who would come and establish 
a Kingdom of right and justice. The people dreamed of peace, joy and salvation. 
They dreamed of a Savior. And they dared to hope. But as the years passed, and 
their despair grew, the prophecies seemed to be just an impossible dream …but 
then…into the gloom and despair and fear and hopelessness, God came in the 
form of a baby, His Son, Jesus Christ. And the hopes and fears of all the years 
converged in Bethlehem on one miraculous night. And the impossible dream 
became real.

Now, more than 2,000 years later, the world is once more in chaos and turmoil. 
A world at war, terrorists at home and abroad. Hope often turns to despair. 
Starvation. Homelessness. Disease. Violence in the streets of our cities. This year, 
do we dare to dream that God will do it again?
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Extend The Invitation
Christmas is a great time to invite someone to join you for our worship celebrations. Invite a friend, co-worker or 
neighbor to church. It has been shown the best-received means of seeing new people walk into one's church is, well, a 
personal invitation. Over two-thirds of Americans say a personal invitation from a family member, friend or neighbor 
would be effective in getting them to visit a church. And the great thing is that if a person responds to your invitation 
one time, they are likely to want to come back even after Christmas is over. Let's go out of our way to make our 
Advent/Christmas guests feel welcome. There are invitation cards on the resource table and in the Welcome Center and 
Connection Center for you to use. Can you think of five individuals that you could invite to church this Christmas? 
So let's invite our friends and neighbor to worship with you.  
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Something New for Kids on December 24
To help children stay safe from open flames during the candle light portion of our Christmas 
Eve services, we are trying something new this year. As they enter the Sanctuary, kids will be 
given a glow stick to use instead of a candle.  When the time comes to light candles, simply 
activate the glow stick and parents are worry free!

Sing We Now Of Christmas
Music adds a special element to 
our worship experience, especially 
during the Sundays of December. 
We are planning some very special 
musical offerings for the Sundays 
of Advent this year in our Sunday 
morning Sanctuary services. On 
December 7, the Children's Choir 
will lead us at the 9:45 and 11:10 
services. On December 14, the 
Chancel Choir will lead us in our 
traditional service of "Lessons 
and Carols" at all three morning 
services. On December 21, the 
Handbell Choirs will lead us in 
worship. In addition to these, 
there will be other special music 
throughout the month. Don't miss 
out on these special services as we 
celebrate this special time of year.

Interested in adding your voice 
to the Chancel Choir? Rehearsals 
are Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. If you have any 
questions, please contact Brent 
Merritt at bmerritt@stlukeumc.org.
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My favorite Christmas tradition takes place on Christmas Eve 
every year when my grandfather reads the Christmas story 
from Luke 2. As a kid it was hard to sit still and listen, but each 
year as I grew up it became more and more meaningful. Now 
it is my favorite part of Christmas time.

Around Christmas every year, my dad liked to do a strange, yet 
hilarious and fun tradition. He would hide a green, metallic 
pickle ornament in the tree every year and whoever found it 
first would either get $10 or get to open the first gift Christmas 
morning. I was the first to find it many times. I still remember 
my first "Pickle Me Elmo,"never a "dill" moment.

Mark Walz

My favorite Christmas tradition has always been attending 
worship on Christmas Eve. Since I was a child, no matter 
where I am, that service calms the busyness and centers me on 
what's important.

Nora Conner

As a family, we would have a lip-sync contest between Christmas 
and New Years Day.  Costumes, make-up, the whole nine yards! 
Only rule, no pictures and no filming! Lots of fun!!! We would 
secretly plan for weeks!

Susan Cutshall
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Jeremy Arnold
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COATS NEEDED
Fall is upon us! With the mornings growing 
cooler as we move into winter, Kentucky 
Refugee Ministry (KRM) is in need of winter 
coats for newly-arrived/arriving refugee 
families. Currently, new gently used coats are 
being accepted.

Warm blankets, hats, gloves and scarves are 
also needed. Items can be dropped off at St. 
Luke UMC and marked KRM or at Kentucky 
Refugee Ministries, 1206 North Limestone, 
Lexington, KY 40505 (226-5661).

For more information, contact Reid Buchanan 
269-4687 or e-mail rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.
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Reminder: Hospitality Begins in the Parking Lot
St. Luke's parking lot is one of the first things that a guest sees and experiences when visiting our church for the 
first time. We are very fortunate to have well-maintained parking with good lighting. Having a sufficient number 
of parking spaces is critical to attendance and growth.

If a guest can't find a space, especially near the building, chances are that they may leave without attending. Not 
only is it important to provide enough spaces, it is important to designate guest spaces near the main entry of the 
building. Those who can park away from the main entrances are encouraged to show hospitality in this way.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Join other people from St. Luke on a 
trip to Atlanta to work at the Processing 
Center preparing shoeboxes. Depart on 
the church bus at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 14 and return on Tuesday 
evening. Transportation provided by St. 
Luke for 14 on the church bus. Two nights 
lodging and food cost are covered by the 
participants. To sign up or for additional 
information, contact Earl Brady at 619-
0160 or earlbrady13@gmail.com.

     CHRIST TREE 
Again this year we will have an opportunity to share love with less fortunate children from 
Nathaniel Mission and those served by various St. Luke ministries. Names will be on the 
tree at the Connection Center. Select a toy or item of clothing or a family grocery card. Sign 
the white slip on the back, leave it in the basket, and shop for your gift. All gifts must be 
back to church by Sunday, December 21 for distribution that afternoon. See the table at the 
Connection Center for many volunteer opportunities to make this special ministry a success.
For additional information, contact Denise Ockerman at byronanddenise@twc.com.

Extending the love 
of Christ to our 

community with
our hearts and 

hands. 
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Ebola Response
Since June 2014, UMCOR has 
been working in collaboration on 
a global scale to coordinate an 
integrated approach in response 
to the Ebola crisis in West Africa. 
To date, $400,000 of educational 
programs, protective equipment, 
and other Ebola-related supplies 
have been provided to the health 
boards in Sierra Leone, Liberia and 
Cote d’Ivoire. 

It has now become apparent that 
this epidemic will likely have 
a long-term negative impact on the 
health systems, the economies and the social practices of these countries. Global Ministries 
and UMCOR are partnering with local health boards, bishops, missionaries, UMCOR 
technical offices and others to enable a long-term approach that not only responds to the 
current Ebola crisis, but helps to strengthen health care capacity in the region to be better 
prepared for any possible future crisis.

The church effort involves treatment, prevention, communication and public education. 
The response is a joint effort by West African (Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea) United 
Methodist church leaders and regional health boards, denominational health facilities, 
missionaries and the denomination's general agencies. 

Giving is what Christmas is all about!

In God’s mission together,

Reid Buchanan,
Assistant Pastor 

Minister of Outreach and Lay Mobilization

 

2015 Upward Basketball & Cheerleading at St. Luke
Volunteers are needed now as the start of our Upward season is right around the corner. There is an 
immediate need for additional basketball and cheer coaches and a half-time devotional coordinator. 
Individuals are also needed to referee, run the game clock and keep score, deliver a half-time devotional, 
work in the concession stand or greet families as they come and go on Saturday mornings…we would 
love to have you! If you can’t volunteer but would like to help, we welcome your financial assistance to 
sponsor children to participate in this kindergarten through sixth grade ministry or your donations of 
food and drink to support our concession stand to raise money for Upward needs. If you are interested 
in helping, please contact Ed Towle, etowle@stlukeumc.org or 269-4687, x241.

St. Luke Christmas Offering
This Christmas, join us in responding to the health 
crisis in West Africa. We have a Christmas tradition 
at St. Luke United Methodist Church. We give 
away 100% of our Christmas Eve Offering, which 
includes gifts received in the envelope  marked 
“Christmas Offering” on the Sunday before or 
Sunday after Christmas. The entire Christmas Eve 
offering received at St. Luke UMC will be dedicated 
to life-saving, life-changing health initiatives with 
our partner United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) as they assist with the Ebola response. 
UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist 
Church, and their/our goal is to assist the most 
vulnerable people affected by crisis or chronic need. 

Extending the love 
of Christ to the 
needy with our 

hearts and hands. 
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HEALTH EXPO A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!
Over 100 people visited the St. Luke Health Expo in October! We pray that it was 
an informative and fun time that enhanced the wellness of all who attended. Many 
thanks to the hardworking planning team and the many volunteers who helped in so 
many ways. Most important, we extend appreciation to all of the professionals who 
came to share the latest health information...thank you for sharing your evening and 
expertise with St. Luke. We are immensely grateful for every one of you!

 

Many people registered for gift cards that night, and our lucky winners were Dawn 
Brackman, Lloyd Keyser, Bob Ockerman, Karen Kennedy, Ron Michaux, and Byron 
Ockerman. Congratulations!

The planning team has already met to discuss your feedback and will consider all your 
suggestions as we plan for our 2015 Health Expo. It is our prayer that this event will 
grow each year!

Bettie Ockerman and the St. Luke Faith Community Nurses

w

Extending the love 
of Christ to our church 
family with out hearts 

and hands. 
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Counseling Center
Although the Christmas season is supposed to be a time full of joy, love, good cheer, and optimistic hopes for a new 
year, many people experience seasonal “blues.” The holiday season is a time full of parties, traditions, and friends and 
family gatherings, but for many people, it is also a time of depression, self-evaluation, loneliness, reflection on past 
“failures,” and anxiety about an uncertain future.

Remember, the “holiday blues” are usually a normal response to a stress filled time of year and are usually short-lived, 
subsiding after the Christmas season is over and daily routines are resumed. If you experience a significant amount of 
distress or the “holiday blues,” don't be afraid to seek professional counseling. Here at St. Luke, we provide free personal 
and family counseling with a Christian perspective to individuals from St. Luke and the surrounding community.

Unlimited free and confidential counseling is available to adolescents and adults in the community 
from a professional Kentucky licensed pastoral counselor. The Counseling Ministry offers 
appointments for individuals, families and couples.

Take advantage of this unique program and contact Pastor Don Cutter at 221-6360 to set up an 
appointment or contact the church office at office@stlukeumc.org or 269-4687.

 8/DEcember 2014

About Stephen Ministry…
St. Luke has been a Stephen Ministry congregation since 2001 when four St. Luke members 
and Pastor Val Johnson traveled to St. Louis for a week-long leaders' training. Since then, four 
others attended leadership training and several dozen individuals have been trained locally as 
Stephen Ministers. 

Stephen Ministers commit to give two years to the ministry, but many at St. Luke continue far 
longer to actively participate in the twice a month supervision and continuing education required 
by the national organization for Stephen Ministry. They are not counselors or therapists. They 
are Christian friends trained to very purposefully listen, support and walk alongside individuals 
who are dealing with a difficult life situation. Often they simply provide a social connection 
and special friendship. Sometimes the caring relationship is short, perhaps just a few months. 
Others continue the support and caring for several years or as long as needed. 

Assignments are made prayerfully with careful consideration of the personalities and situations 
involved. A match is always man-to-man and woman-to-woman and confidentiality is ensured. 
A commitment is made for weekly visits or contact. If the right Stephen Minister is not available, 
effort is made to connect individuals to other sources of support either within or outside of St. 
Luke. The Stephen Ministry team maintains resource information to be able to refer individuals 
to other kinds of assistance if needed.

Sometimes we all may need a confidant outside our immediate family or circle of friends to 
allow us to work through a very private issue. You or someone you know may be facing a 
challenge that seems overwhelming. Whether it is a job, death, illness, relationship, family 
issues, a need for social contact and interaction, or general life stress, there may be a Stephen 
Minister just a phone call away. If interested or you need more information, contact one of 
the pastors or call Joanne Beidleman, team leader for Stephen Ministry, at 278-3973 or Karen 
Hinkle, referrals coordinator, at 421-1232. 
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New Youth-Led Worship Experience!
On November 16, dynamic changes were made to the programming for youth on Sunday Mornings. The Youth 
Leadership Team decided to do away with the "classroom" model that had been followed for quite some time and 
move towards a youth-led worship experience. The purpose of our Sunday School program has always been to provide 
Christian education for youth. Our Wednesday Evening Bible Study serves that purpose now and I encourage any 
youth seeking to learn more about the Bible and how it applies to their lives to come on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 
p.m. (year-round). Each Sunday will now have a time where the youth get to lead each other in worship. Each week 
different youth will lead a devotion, singing, read scripture, give a testimony or anything else that can be used for 
worship. The time is theirs to take charge of and use to express themselves in worship.

There will be a leadership event on Saturday, January 10 from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. for all who are serving on leadership 
teams in the church.  Lunch will be served!  Mark your calendar and plan to participate in this important time.

Charge Conference, Youth Party, SLT Party, Keen-
agers Party

In July 2010, my mom and I moved to Lexington. My prior pastor recommended I check out 
St. Luke, so I did. When I walked through the doors for the first time and met the warm, 
friendly members of the church, I knew this was where God wanted us to attend.  

Mom had been ill since 2007 and lived with persistent pain. In 2009 at age 90, she moved 
in with me. Being her sole caregiver brought many challenges for both of us. As her health 
declined, she was less eager to leave home unless it was for a doctor's appointment. I was 
concerned about her well-being and asked that she be put on the prayer list. In talking with 
several members, I learned about the Stephen Ministry program and requested that someone 
be matched up with Mom. Since she was not getting out to socialize and didn’t have friends in 
Lexington, I felt this could boost her mental and emotional health.

Mom loved to knit, read and reminisce. The Stephen Ministry program matched her up with 
a wonderful lady who enjoyed the same things. Mom looked forward to the weekly visits and 
spoke highly of her Stephen Minister. She so enjoyed their time together. It always brightened 
an otherwise painful and lonely day. Since I worked full time, it gave me peace of mind knowing 
she had someone with whom to enjoy a part of her day while I was out. On several occasions 
when I went out of town for respite, Mom's Stephen Minister would make extra visits. In 
addition, she took Mom to doctors' appointments while I worked, out to eat, and visited Mom 
when she was hospitalized.

After Mom's death, a Stephen Minister was matched with me. She was a great source of comfort 
and support, walking with me through the grieving process. Mom and I were so appreciative of 
this valuable, worthy ministry and the friendships that developed. I am forever thankful for the 
kindness and love shown to us by St. Luke and by the Stephen Ministry program. 

I thank the Stephen Ministers for willingly expressing God's love through their service to 
others. By freely and voluntarily submitting to helping those who need a special friend they 
make God's love real by touching and changing lives through small, everyday actions. 

I encourage other folks who are experiencing a life crisis or challenge to consider having a 
Stephen Minister. Whether housebound, depressed, lonely, dying or feeling that no one cares, 
that is where the Stephen Ministers step in, allowing the love of Christ to flow through them. 
I pray that this program stays strong and continues to glorify God through the willingness to 
"serve one another" (Galatians 5:13). I know Mom is looking down from Heaven and agreeing 
with a loud "AMEN."

Former St. Luke Member 
Carol Livingston 
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By freely and voluntarily submitting 
to helping those who need a special 
friend they make God's love real by 

touching and changing lives through 
small, everyday actions. 

Stephen Ministry…Allowing God’s love 
to Show Through individual Actions
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Here’s a brief snapshot of all that has happened this fall:

By the numbers
  13—the number of different groups that hosted a Wednesday.comm meal this fall
119—the average number of meals served on Wednesday nights
  37—the average number of God’s Pantry patrons and other community guests who   
          enjoyed a meal, hospitality and fellowship with us each week
Over $6,000—the amount raised for various causes and ministries through 
                      Wednesday.comm this fall, and over $12,000 in 2014
   8—the number of different adult classes offered
63—the average number of adults in classes each week
15—the average number of youth in Bible study each week
23—the average number participating in children’s Bible study and music each week

Save the date!  
The spring Wednesday.comm semester starts January 21! See the January newsletter for 
all of the details.

Thanks for being a part of Wednesday.comm, where community, hospitality and 
discipleship happen!

Mark Your Calendar!
Charge Conference on 

Wednesday, December 17 
at 6:00 p.m.

 in the Sanctuary.

Christmas Cookie Ministry
Join in this special holiday activity of baking 
cookies and making candy to be distributed to 
those working Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. You can start baking and freezing right 
now. We will pack goodies Christmas Eve 
Day at church. Families can pick up cookie 
boxes and deliver them to selected sites for 
first responders, nurses’ stations, nursing 
home staff, and others serving the public, 
missing their own family time.

Leadership Luncheon
There will be a leadership event 
on Saturday, January 10 from 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. for all who 
are serving on leadership teams in 
the church. Lunch will be served!  
Mark your calendar and plan to 
participate in this important time.

Extra Christmas Decorations?
St. Luke is joyfully accepting Christmas decorations for 
God's Pantry recipients. Please consider donating new or 
gently-used items to brighten up others homes during the 
holidays. Donations can be left at the table outside the 
door of God's Pantry starting Sunday, November 30.
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Holiday Bazaar

Sponsored by United Methodist Women

Avoid the mall hassles and shop at the Holiday Bazaar. 
Vendors and artists will be at St. Luke

 on Saturday, December 6 from 9 a.m until 3 p.m. 

Come and find unusual gifts and helpful items.

Mark your calendar now and plan on a stress-free 
shopping experience!

NEW Youth-Led Worship Experience!
On November 16, dynamic changes were made to our programming for youth 
on Sunday Mornings. The Youth Leadership Team decided to do away with the 
"classroom" model that had been followed for quite some time and move towards 
a Youth-Led Worship experience. The purpose of our Sunday School program has 
always been to provide Christian education for youth. Our Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study serves that purpose now and I encourage any youth seeking to learn more about 
the Bible and how it applies to their lives to come on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
(year-round). Sunday will now be a time where the youth get to lead each other in 
worship.  Each week different youth will lead a devotion, singing, read scripture, give 
a testimony or anything else that can be used for worship. The time is theirs to take 
charge of and use to express themselves in worship.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN CHRISTMAS DINNER

 When:  Tuesday, December 2 at 6:00 p.m.
 Where:  Ramsey’s at Zandale Drive

Come and join us!  
Bring a $5.00 gift for a "Silly Santa" exchange.

 Let’s start the month with a simple fun girls evening out.
For more information, contact Kathy Silberman at 699-1582.

Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, December 6

9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Meet The Confirmands
We had an outstanding confirmation class this year. These young people attended eight 
sessions where they learned about their faith, the church and what membership in the 
church means. Each class was led by different members of the St. Luke family. We are 
indebted to them for their willingness to mentor this outstanding group. On November 
23, they were received into the membership of the church. On the next page is a quick 
write-up and group photo of this year's Confirmands.  

SLUMY Christmas Party will be on December 14!
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Andrew Barnhisel is the son of Dana and 
Mike. He is in the sixth grade at Jessie 
Clark Middle School and his favorite 
subject is lunch.

Avery Hagy is the daughter of Larry and 
Kyndra and sister to Austin and Seth, and 
grandaughter of Steve and Diane Martyn. 
She is in the sixth grade at Southern Middle 
School where she loves singing in the choir.

Lauren Hunter is the daughter of Kim and 
Kelly, and sister to Jacob. She is in the sixth 
grade at Summit Christian Academy. Her 
favorite subject is math and she also enjoys 
basketball and gymnastics.

Matthew Johnson is the son of Myra 
and brother to Mackenzie. He goes to 
Edythe J. Hayes Middle School where he 
enjoys studying math and is on the Cross  
Country team.

Kaleigh Moore is the daughter of Frank 
and Rachel. She is in the sixth grade at 
Beaumont Middle School. Her favorite 
subject is language arts and she is on the 
Dance Team. She is sister to Hunter and 
Riley.

Emily Elizabeth Newbury is the daughter 
of Jennifer and Steve and the sister  of Jackson. 
She is a sixth grader at SCAPA, majoring in 
voice. Her favorite subject is science.  

Andrew Newby is the son of Nancy and 
brother of Amanda. He is a sixth grader 
at Morton Middle School where he enjoys 
studying english. He likes to ride dirt bikes.

Brianna Elizabeth Slone is the daughter of 
Keith and Stacey and sister to Morgan and 
Drew.  She is in the sixth grade at  Beaumont 
Middle School where she enjoys studying 
math and running cross country.

Bryce Edmund Towle is the son of 
Marianna and Ed. Brother to Anna and 
Olivia. He is a sixth grader at Southern 
Middle where his favorite subject is 
engineering. Bryce loves sports of all type.   

Clay Turner is the son of Sarah and Shane 
and is older brother to Joshua and Brooke. 
He is a sixth grader at Edythe J. Hayes 
Middle School where his favorite subject 
is math. Clay is involved in soccer and 
basketball at school.

Ian McGinnis is the son of Will and 
Susan and brother of Isaac and Courtney.  
He is in the sixth grade at Tates Creek 
Middle School where his favorite  subject 
is math. He is also in the orchestra and 
enjoys robotics.   

Pictured (left to right): Ian McGinnis, Andrew Newby, Matthew Johnson, Bryce Towle, 
Brianna Slone, Avery Hagy, Kaleigh Moore, Emily Newbury, Clay Turner, Andrew Barnhisel
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Budget Needs for October, 2014   $     96,910.48 
Total Income for October, 2014    $     88,591.29
Deficit for the month               ($       8,319.19)

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 10/31/2014)               $1,041,787.66
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 10/31/2014)                $   926,694.91
Deficit for the year               ($   115,092.75)

Mortgage Balance as of 10/31/2014   $2,954,655.91

Alms Donations – October    $      3,643.53

*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts.)

*

       “What I possess, God owns.” 

— Howard Dayton, 
co-founder of Crown Financial Ministries

There is no doubt that God is doing a wonderful work in our midst. Your response to the 
financial need has been nothing short of miraculous. We aren't completely out of the woods 
yet, but the tree line is in sight. Thank you for all that you have done, are doing and will 
continue to do. But that's not all. The response to the commitment cards has also been 
amazing. To date, nearly 200 of you have indicated that God is calling you to service and 
ministry in and through the ministries of the church. That's nearly double the number who 
responded last year. What a great people you are! But that's not all. We have also seen a 
noticeable increase in the number of people worshipping at St. Luke in the last few weeks.   

To God be the glory! He has heard the prayers of the people of St. Luke and He is responding 
in miraculous ways. He has great things in mind for St. Luke United Methodist Church. 

Keep praying. Keep listening. Keep responding. 

Thank you,

Pastor Mark


