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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sign up to Serve a 2019 Wednesday.comm Meal
We need help serving the meals as usual and would ask your 
group or class to consider serving one meal this semester.   
Serving meals on Wednesday nights helps St. Luke reach its 
mission of Jesus Christ in Every Life. 

There is a sign-up sheet by the Connection Center that you 
can use to sign up for a specific night.  The sign-up sheet 

will help so you know what spots are still available.  Our spring semester runs 
January 23rd through May 1st.  Also feel free to email or call Marty Sell at 
marty2sell@yahoo.com or 859-296-1038. 

Gifts of Hospitality and Helping?  We Need You!
Fellowship Time in the Gym before each morning worship service has become 
a special time for our church family to have a light snack and get to know one 
another, and we need some additional hands to share the load of offering it 
weekly.  We especially need people to bring snacks and to put tables and chairs 
away at the end of the morning, and we need an occasional substitute to set 
things out and keep things refilled throughout the morning.  If you would like 

to serve in this way, please contact Nora Conner (nconner@stlukeumc.org, 859-269-
4687) for more information.  Thank you for helping with this important ministry!

Collecting Powdered Drink Packet Containers  
Kids' Cafe needs to collect 35 small plastic "vases" for a flower craft. If you buy 
powdered drink packets, please save the plastic containers for us!

Encourage a Child and a Family in 2019
Our Tuesday After School Program, Kids' Cafe, will resume on Tuesday, 
January 15. We are in great need of additional volunteers for second semester! 
We average 25-30 K-5 kids each week and rely mostly on retired and semi-
retired folks to love and encourage these marginalized children. Could you 
give one or more Tuesdays to this outreach? Our program runs from 3:00-
5:00 p.m. on Tuesdays. There are several ways you can serve; we will help you 
find where you are comfortable. Please call or text Pam Harned, 859-494-

8677 or Sue Lord, 859-797-1586, and we will happily answer your questions!
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First sundays– Family Fun!
Each week the K-5th graders spend time 
strengthening their friendships while playing 
a variety of games in The Loft from 10:30-
11.  We would love for parents to join us and 
play games with us on the first Sunday of each 
month!

KICK OFF– Jan. 6th!

SAVE the Dates!

 June 18-19-20  6-8pm
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CHRISTMAS

Our ESL (English as a Second 
Language) class has been 

meeting weekly for seven years 
and has grown tremendously this 
past year.  There are always several 
countries and regions represented.  
Throughout the fall, we have had 
seven Congolese students, five 
Afghani students, one student from 
Bhutan, and one student from Iraq, 
and then in early December, five 
more joined us!

 Most of the students we have had 
are women with small children 
(although we have had a few men 
also).  Since many of our students 
are young married women, we have 
gotten to know many newborns, 
who also come to our class! (After 
six months or so, they graduate to 
the nursery). We feel like we are a 
part of their families, and we try 
to help with other needs as well 
as English.  Right now, we know 

that there are at least 44 children 
in the families in our class!  Thanks 
to your generosity this Christmas, 
each family received a Kroger gift 
card, with the amount varying 
based on the size of the family.  
We were so thrilled to be able to 
provide these much-needed gifts, 
as many of the families are working 
hard to adjust to their new country 
and have very little in the way of 
basic needs and sometimes even 
enough food for their family.  We 
were also excited to introduce 
many of our students to the 
Christian tradition of giving during 
Christmas and the reasons behind 
that.  Thank you so much for giving 
so that we could do this!

Our students have many challenges 
other than trying to learn English:

One of our students has 10 children 
from college age down to 3rd grade, 
and she and her husband both work 
full-time.  She works from 4 pm 
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to midnight, gets home at 1 and 
still manages to get her children to 
school early in the morning, and 
come to our class at 12:30.  (A few 
of the other moms also work, but 
many have infants, or their language 
skills or culture don't allow working 
outside the home.)

Several of our students have lost 
family members in the fighting 
in the countries they come from 
during the time they have been 
in our class.  It is hard to see the 
ordinarily smiling and joyful young 
women suffering in this way.  One 
of them felt the need to travel back 
to her home country with two 
young children and a newborn, to 
be able to comfort her mother.  
 
Another student from Bhutan, 
whose English is very good, began 
attending our class just for the 
chance to meet and interact with 

Americans for herself and her  
small children.
   
One student has five children, 
including an infant and an older 
child who is totally deaf (and 
attending a school for the deaf ).  
Another student also has five 
children, one whom has a disability 
as a result of an accident. She is 
unable to come to class currently due 
to school bus times for one of her 
children, but we are visiting with her 
in her home weekly. 
 
Some students have 
been coming for 
three or more years 
and we have gotten 
to know them very 
well and have often 
visited in their 
homes.  We can 
verify from first-hand 
observation that 

they are hard-working people and 
have many needs.  All of them are 
committed to learning English, 
even though some of them have 
never attended any school before 
(so they did not learn to read or 
write in their native languages).  
English can be very hard for them, 
but they are very consistent about 
coming to class and practicing 
with us.  They love to laugh at 
themselves as they try to pronounce 
our language!  
      
We also want to share one special 
celebration—our very first student 
has become a citizen, along with 
her husband, and has bought her 
first home!  She works full-time, 
has a toddler and four school-
age children (who are all doing 
exceptionally well in school). 

Thank you, St. Luke, for supporting 
this ministry that not only teaches 
English language skills but so much 
more, including the opportunity to 
share Christ’s love!
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by MIKE POWERS

There was a man driving 
down the road behind 
an 18 wheeler; at every 

stoplight the trucker would get 
out of the cab, run back and bang 
on the trailer door. After seeing 
this at several intersections in a 
row, the motorist followed him 
until he pulled into a parking lot.

When they both had come to a 
stop, the truck driver once again 
jumped out and started banging 
on the trailer door. The motorist 
went up to him and said, "I don't 
mean to be nosey but why do you 
keep banging on that door?" To 
which the trucker replied, "Sorry, 
can't talk now, I have 20 tons of 
canaries and a 10 ton limit, so I 

have to keep half of them flying 
at all times."

Sound familiar?  Instead of 
beating the side of the truck, how 
often do we beat up on ourselves, 
trying to keep everything from 
crashing down upon us?  Maybe, 
if we keep enough in the air, we 
can manage the few things on the 
ground, but we cannot manage 
things as we feel we ought.  How 
powerfully effective that word 
ought is:  I “ought” to be over 
this; I “ought” to be stronger; I 
“ought” to be a better person, a 
better husband, a better wife, a 
better friend, a better Christian.  
We feel spiritually trapped and 
emotionally insecure because 
we feel that we are not what we 
ought to be.

SHORT QUIZ
• Do you ever stay up late when 

you know you need sleep?
• Do you ever eat or drink more 

calories than your body needs?
• Do you ever feel that you need 

to exercise but you don’t?
• Do you ever know the right 

thing to do but you don’t do it?
• Do you ever know something 

is wrong but you do it anyway?
• Have you ever known you 

should be unselfish but you did 
the selfish thing anyway?

• Have you ever tried to bring a 
habit under control but found 
it unmanageable?

If you can say “Yes” to any one 
of these questions, welcome to 
the seventh chapter of the book 
of Romans!  Paul explained in 

8CHAPTER
EIGHT CHRISTIANS
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Romans 7:15, "I don’t understand 
myself at all.  For I really want to 
do what’s right, but I can’t.  I don’t 
do what I want to do but what I 
hate.  I know perfectly well that 
what I’m doing is wrong, but I can’t 
help myself.  It’s sin inside me that 
is stronger than I am, that makes 
me do those evil things."

Sound familiar?  Too many 
Christians are stuck in destructive 
relationships and stuck with 
unhealthy habits and stuck in 
unresolved anger and stuck 
making bad choices, and then 
feel guilty that they are stuck.  
They really want to get off the 
treadmill, but they can’t.  They are 
stuck in Romans 7, concluding 
with surrender and hopelessness, 
“I’m only human,” and therefore 
resigned to live lives of spiritual 
defeat and quiet desperation.

Of course, we are “only human.”  

But Paul goes on to declare in 
Romans 8 there is “something 
more” for believers:  life in the 
Spirit!  "There is therefore no 
condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
set me free from the law of sin and 
death….to set the mind on the 
flesh is death, but to set the mind 
on the Spirit is life and peace" 
(8:1-2,6).  Note how different 

this life in the Spirit in chapter 
8 is from the burden of trying to 
measure up in chapter 7.  Life in 
the Spirit is the normative life for 
every Christian….not a “hope-
so” wish someday but a “know-
so” confidence every day.  Is that 
possible?  It is not only possible….
it is exactly what Jesus promised:  
"If you being evil know how to 
give good gifts to your children, 
how much more is your Father in 
heaven willing to give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him?"  
(Luke 11:13).  In other words, God 
is ready and able and willing to 
satisfy that longing in our hearts 
for “something more.”  

As we begin this new year, you are 
encouraged to read and re-read 
Romans 8, and pray for the Holy 
Spirit to fill your heart, that as a 
church we may give witness to life 
in the Spirit across our streets and 
around the world.

January 2019 | 6



yo, can i get your number?

Sign Up to Get Texts 
from St. Luke!

OK, everybody. While you are reading this, I               
 want you to pull out your mobile phone. 

Seriously, pull out your mobile phone and hold it 
in your hand as you read the rest of this (unless, of 
course you are already reading this on your phone, 
then keep reading.)

We have a lot of amazing things going on here at 
St. Luke! We are meeting with, teaching, feeding, 
clothing, helping and serving those in need in so 
many ways right here in our local community. We 
also have so many other ministries and events to 
help you meet people, share your talents, improve 
your relationships, answer life’s toughest questions, 
discern the plan and purpose for your life, and to 
grow closer to God. 

We have a tremendous community here, and we 
want to make sure it’s as easy as possible for every 
one of you to be involved and connected to it all. 

So, we’ve adopted a new and improved way of 
communicating that will make it much simpler 
for you to get the information you want from us! 
It’s powered by a service called Flocknote. Like 
sending a "note" to your "flock." Flocknote. 

This is all totally free for you to use; you don’t even 
have to download anything or create a password in 
order to participate. You just take a couple minutes 
to sign up, and it lets you receive email or text 
messages from the groups and ministries that you 
choose. It even allows you to reply directly back to 
those messages so we can get feedback and hear 
from you in an efficient manner. 

Your info is kept totally private and, again, it lets 
you choose precisely which groups and ministries 
you want to get email and text messages from here 
at St. Luke.
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You can choose things like “Pickleball,” “Youth 
Group,”  "Children's Ministry,"  "God's Pantry," 
and “Wednesday.comm.”

In addition to regular group 
and ministry communication, 
we’ll also use this to send 
you important updates about 
church-wide special events 
coming up, inclement weather 
announcements, reminders of 
overall cancellations or schedule 
changes, and, if ever necessary, 
immediate church-wide safety 
and security notifications.

Now that you have your cell phone out, I'd like 
you to text message the letters SLUMC to the 
SHORT 5-digit phone number 84576. SLUMC 
is all one word, no spaces. Make sure your 
auto-spelling-corrector on your phone doesn't 
mistakenly change the text. 

Once you send that in, 
Flocknote will text you 
back a confirmation 
message AND another 
message with a link 
you’ll need to click to 
complete the process. 

One more time: 
text SLUMC to 
84576. After it 
texts you back, 
make sure you 
click that link 
and complete 
the process, choosing what 
updates you’d like from us. 

If you can’t complete this on your mobile 
phone, please go online to: flocknote.com/ 
StLukeUMC. 

We’re on a mission here of Jesus Christ in 
Every Life at St. Luke UMC and we want you 
to be a part of it.  This is a great opportunity for 
you to get plugged in to the many wonderful 
things we have going on here. If you're having 
trouble, please call or email Mark Walz at 859-

269-4687 or mwalz@stluekumc.org. 
We'd be happy to help! Thank you 
for participating. This is really 
going to simplify communication 
and increase engagement here 
in our 
community.

Text SLUMC 
to 84576

It’s important for you to know that 
you can update your communication 

preferences or unsubscribe from any of 
these updates at any time! 
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Our opening event this year consists of a dinner and community game night led by 
the Grow and Equip Leadership Team.  The fun night will start at 5:15 p.m. and run until 
6:30 p.m. in the Gym.  Games will include Ping-Pong, 9-Square, Corn-Hole and more!  
In addition to the games, our Spring Class Facilitators will be available to discuss their 
classes that will be offered beginning January 30.. 

Come out to have a good time and build relationships 
with others through recreation at St. Luke!

Spring 

2019 DINNER AND GAME NIGHT
Wednesday.comm Opening Event • January 23

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week:

5:15-6:30 p.m.  Come-and-go community meal in the gym
6:00-7:00 p.m.  Childcare for infants and toddlers
6:00-7:00 p.m. Activities for preschoolers
6:00-7:00 p.m. K-5th Graders: "13 Very Surprising Sayings and Why Jesus Said Them”
6:00-7:30 p.m. Youth Bible Study in the Youth Room & Basketball at 7 p.m.
6:00-7:30 p.m. Groups and Classes (see next page)
7:00-8:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice

For The Children
This spring, the K-5th graders will have a wonderful time learning about “13 
Very Surprising Sayings and Why Jesus Said Them.”  Some examples: Love 
Your Enemies, Turn the Other Cheek, Don’t Worry, The First will be Last.  We 
will take time to laugh, learn and love God’s word each week.  Music with 
Miss Macy is always enjoyable!  We meet in the Loft from 6-7:00 p.m.

Our Pre-schoolers will meet in Room 104 and continue to explore how 
very much Jesus loves them

Classes and Activities start January 30
Wednesday evenings are a great way to get connected at St. Luke.  Each Wednesday 
evening starts with a time of fellowship over dinner.  Following the meal there are classes 
and activities for children, youth, and adults.  

As usual, the meals will be hosted by various groups, classes, and ministries to raise 
awareness and support for various ministries in our church and community. Meals are 
served for a suggested donation of $5 per plate (plate sharing is encouraged) and will 
be served from 5:15 -6:30 p.m.  Our meal organizer is Marty Sell. If you are interested in 
serving during the meals let Marty know (marty2sell@yahoo.com or 859-296-1038. ) and 
she will be glad to find a place for you!
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Classes and Groups:
Discipleship Essentials  6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Keith Reinke                          Jan.30-April 24
Have you ever been drawn to someone with a striking faith 
and want to understand why? Have you experienced God’s 
active involvement in your daily life and want to share with 
others but don’t know where to start? What is a disciple 
and how do you become one? We will answer all of these 
questions and more as we grow in Christ by seeking Him 
together. Jesus’ own pattern of disciple-making was intimate 
involvement with others and allowing life to rub against 
life. By gathering in small groups to study the Bible and 
encourage one another, we most closely follow Jesus’ example 
with the twelve disciples. This workbook: “Discipleship 
Essentials” by Greg Ogden is a tool designed to help you 
follow this pattern Jesus drew for us. Working through it 
will deepen your knowledge of essential Christian teaching 
and strengthen your faith. Join Keith Reinke (419) 494-
3522 kareinke@twc.com and others as we walk together in 
community to grow as disciples in Christ.

This class is continuing from fall.  Consider joining us even 
if you weren’t with us last semester, since chapters do not 
build on each other.  

Everyday Questions  6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by John Crissman Jan. 30-April 24
Everyday Questions is the new Ravi Zachariah 
International Ministries (RZIM) small group curriculum 
designed to equip Christians in evangelism. It provides 
video sessions (all less than thirty minutes) and leads the 
group in conversations about how to respond to people 
around them who are looking for answers.  The videos and 
discussions are topical, so people can drop in throughout 
the class.  No book is needed.  An introductory video can 
be viewed here: https://youtu.be/8bQli9u0rL4

Witness: Learning to       
Share your Christian Faith  5:45-7:00 p.m. 
Facilitated by Doug Sell               Jan. 30- April 24
Witness: Learning to Share Your Christian Faith by Ron 
Crandall is a small-group experience that helps participants 
understand how to speak of their faith with others. The 
experience integrates Bible study and reflection with 
spiritual practices to deepen the faith life of participants.  
Participants will examine their faith through Bible study 
and reflection, grow spiritually with others, identify gifts for 
ministry, and learn how to witness in a natural and effective 
way to others.  Join Doug Sell on a 2-semester (Fall and 
Spring) journey together, as we learn and practice sharing 
our faith with those around us.  Doug will be leading the 
class each week and Ron will help from time to time to 
encourage discussion and learning. 

The Letter to the Hebrews         6:00-7:15 p.m.
Facilitated by Jim Eastburn  March 13-April 24
The audience is in the middle of a faith crisis and is 
fatigued from years of living for Christ in an often hostile 
world.  The Sermon to the Hebrews is a reassurance that 
the Jewish system is no longer required, for Jesus has 
provided the sacrifice to end all sacrifices.  The author 
concludes with a stern warning that there must be 
endurance in order to be part of the unshakeable kingdom.  
This is a seven-week study: Five days a week you will read 
a brief passage of scripture, followed by a short segment of 
teaching, and close with a question or two for reflection.  
Then weekly, you will gather with others to share learning 
and insight.  Come join us for a time of fellowship and 
growing in the Word.

Christian Civility in an Uncivil World 6:00-7:15
Facilitated by Mike Powers Jan. 23 - February 27
How can Christians respond with civility and love amidst 
a culture that is increasingly being polarized by fear and 
hatred and bitterness?  Are we willing to enter public 
discourse with strong convictions, yet be willing to learn 
from those with whom we disagree, honor the humanity 
of even our deepest foe?  Pastor Mike Powers invites all 
ages to study and discuss “Uncommon Decency:  Christian 
Civility in an Uncivil World” by Richard Mouw.  This topic 
is as timely as this morning’s news, and an urgent virtue 
that Christians need to take to heart.

The Will of God 6:00-7:15
Facilitated by Mike Powers March 13 - April 10
After City Temple in London was reduced to rubble by 
the unrelenting bombs dropped by Nazi Germany during 
the worst of times during World War II, Rev. Leslie 
Weatherhead crafted five sermons on understanding the 
will of God to help his congregation endure religious 
doubt as their city - and church - crumbled around them. 
Weatherhead's sermons were eventually published as 
"The Will of God," a resource that has sold more than a 
million copies and has been a lifeline for grieving persons 
seeking to understand God's purpose for their pain. You are 
invited to this five-week study during Lent as we explore 
God’s Intentional Will, God’s Circumstantial Will, God’s 
Ultimate Will, Discerning the Will of God, and God’s Will 
is our Peace.  

Small Group Fellowship  6:00-7:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Stephani Gifford   Jan. 30 – April 24
& Jessica Wells
Do you long for Christian fellowship in your life, but find 
yourself unable to commit even to preparing for a weekly 
study?  Join us on Wednesday nights as you are able, to 
commune with fellow believers, share about our lives and 
pray for one another.
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Photos of worship in our Swahili Community. 
Please join us anytime on Sundays at 12:30 

p.m. in The Loft!
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The St. Luke Grow and Equip team has 
decided to start promoting different 

resources for Christian Growth and Discipleship 
each month.  We hope to expose you to different 
books, podcasts, and devotionals that you might 
not have heard of before, in order to help you 
grow closer in your walk with the Lord. 

Our January resource is the book, “Celebration of 
Discipline,” by Richard Foster.  Richard Foster 
is a Quaker author from the 20th century and 
is one of the most respected writers on spiritual 
growth in the Christian life.  In “Celebration 
of Discipline,” Foster teaches the reader about 
different disciplines in the Christian journey that 
help us become more like Jesus.  Of note are the 
chapters on fasting, solitude and submission, 

things that we often forget about in our busy lives.  We hope you take the time to read on 
your own or with a group “Celebration of Discipline,” as we continue to pursue the vision of 
Jesus Christ in every life here at St. Luke.

January Resource for Christian Discipleship

DISCIPLESHIP

"Celebration of Discipline"
 by Richard Foster
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New Sunday School Class: Introduction to Christian Theology
Dr. Ken Collins (professor of Historical Theology and Wesley Studies at 
Asbury Theological Seminary) will be offering a course entitled: Introduction to 
Christian Theology, at the 11 O’clock hour on Sunday mornings in the Trinity 
room starting on February 3rd.  The course will meet for about 20 lessons and 
will run possibly into May.  

Introduction to Christian Theology is a course for earnest Christians who are 
curious about their faith in the face of an increasingly complex world.  The course will take up all of the following 
topics (and more) in a helpful and lively manner, one that will both nurture faith and engage the mind:
• The affirmation of belief in God in the face of the criticism of neo-atheists
• Why the Bible is not just like any other book
• Why evolution and the Christian faith do not contradict each other
• Do the three monotheistic religions ( Judaism, Christianity and Islam) believe in the same God?
• Why is God's nature best described as holy love?
• How is the church different from the world?

New Sunday School Class: Awake at Aldersgate 
A new Sunday School class beginning January 6th!  “Awake At 

Aldersgate” will meet Sundays from 8:30am - 9:15am in room 127.  The first book we 
will study will be  “Unshakable Hope” by Max Lucado.  This class will be led by Keith & Nanci 

Alexander and Wave & Perri McFarland.  Coffee and donuts will be served!

New Study: Uncommon Decency in the Seasons Class
Pastor Mike Powers will be doing a 6-week study starting on January 13 in the Seasons 
Class in Room 127 at 9:30 a.m.  The study will be entitled: Uncommon Decency: Christian 
Civility in an Uncivil World, based on the book by Richard Mouw.  This is a great 
opportunity to talk about hot-topic issues and how Christians can react with civility and 
love amidst a culture driven by fear, hatred and bitterness.  This class is open to everyone, so 
please join us at 9:30 as we learn to discuss with love and understanding!

NEW

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL
OPPORTUNITIES
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Dear Church Family, 

This has been an exceptional year in the life of our 
church.  We have seen tons and tons of food donated 
to our God’s Pantry; dozens of people have volunteered 
hundreds of hours to our many ministries including 
Kids’ Café and English as a Second Language (ESL), 
children’s and youth ministries; we have enhanced and 
expanded our worship opportunities, and so much more.  
Also, this year, we have experienced the highest level of 
financial contributions ever.  What an exceptional year!

As has been shared previously, the church has 
experienced some financial strain due to the additional 
mortgage payments in our budget according to our 
8-year plan.  During the past few years, the budget 
was adjusted to accommodate additional mortgage 
payments, which in most years has meant that 
there have been cuts in other areas to minimize the 
overall increase.  It is a tremendous testimony to our 
congregation that contributions have continued to 
increase each year, but even so, the increases have not 
kept pace with the additional mortgage payments.  
During this time, we have drawn on our reserves as 
we worked to inform you not just about the need, but 
also, and most especially, about the impact of your 
contributions.  Our beautiful facility and our Christ-

centered ministries impact people and change lives 
every day, and without you, it would not happen.  

In mid-November, we shared a lofty goal.  We shared 
how much you as a congregation have contributed 
toward our Ministry and Vision, and we shared what 
was still needed.  The goal represented what was 
needed to rebuild our reserves and fully meet all of 
our obligations, including our apportionments.  Yes, 
the goal was lofty, and many, many of you responded.  
There has been such sacrifice and commitment and 
generosity!  The total we have received in 2018 is over 
$1,228,000, which is absolutely incredible!  To all who 
have contributed, thank you!  I promise you, it makes a 
difference.  It impacts our church and our ministries in a 
positive way, and it honors God.

While we are now entering a season in which we will 
need to make some decisions so that we can remain in 
a position of financial health.  As we move forward, it 
is important for you to know that even though we were 
able to meet our local church commitments to mission 
and ministry, we still fell short in our commitments to 
the General Church.  I also want to share that we have 
been so very thankful for our reserves during this season 
in the life of our church.  We have relied on them, and 
now it is time to rebuild them.  I want to assure you 
that while we did not fully reach our goal, all designated 
contributions will be honored.  As many of you know, 
during 2018 we changed our fiscal year, and it now runs 
from July 1 through June 30.  There are several benefits 
to this, including that the month during which we 
traditionally receive the highest level of contributions 
is in the middle of our fiscal year, not at the end, which 
will allow for planning that is closer to actual income.  
I earnestly ask that you be in prayer for your church 
leadership teams.  

Jesus told His disciples that “to those who are given 
much, much will be asked.”  God has blessed St. Luke 

MATTERS

Giving
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*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
** Our current fiscal year runs from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

NOVEMBER 2018
 Budget needs $112,470.84

 Expenses $93,988.45  
 Total income* 81,294.13
 Expenses-to-Income difference ($12,694.32)

 Alms contributions for November 2018 $3,361.00  
 Balloon Fund contributions for 2018 $62,748.54    
 Total Balloon Fund contributions to date $296,483.45  

 Life Center mortgage balance (as of 11-30-18) $2,182,471.84 

2018 FISCAL YEAR-TO-DATE
 Budget needs (as of 11-30-18) $562,254.20    
 Expenses (as of 11-30-18) $501,378.68  
 Total income (as of 11-30-18)* $442,468.21    
 Expenses-to-Income difference (as of 11-30-18) ($ 58,910.47)

There is work to be done, and there is much to 
celebrate.  Many, many thanks to those who contribute 
and who serve.  It is because of you that our ministries 
happen as we seek to bring Jesus Christ into Every Life!

If you have any questions or would like to discuss these 
things, please let me know.  I would love to sit down 
with you!

Peace in Christ,

Nora Conner
Associate Pastor & Director of 
Ministry and Stewardship

with so much in the last 42 years and continues to 
challenge us to do even more in the area of mission 
and ministry.  As we start a new calendar year, if each 
one of us would resolve to increase our regular giving 
in 2019  just 1% over last year or for those who are not 
yet contributing financially to the church begin with as 
little as 1% of the resources that God has blessed you 
with, not only would the church be able to meet all of 
our current ministry and mission commitments as well 
as prevent needing to draw on our reserves again, but 
we would be able to continue to expand our outreach 
into the community and the world in the name of Jesus 
and to the glory of God.  For most of us that would be 
a very small amount (much less than the cost of a cup of 
coffee or Coke a day), but together it would have such a 
powerful impact on the ministries of the church in 2019 
and beyond.   

The information is a 
summary of our 2018 
finances through 
November. Many 
thanks for your 
faithfulness and for 
the many ways you 
impact our church 
and the world for 
Jesus Christ.  May 
we continue to be 
good stewards of 
God’s gifts!
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From the 
Pantry Shelf

by Karen Hinklep
a
n
t
r
y

St. Luke operates a 
food pantry through 
God's Pantry on 
Mondays through 
Fridays from 1-2:30 
p.m. & 6-7:30 p.m. 
The clients are given 
an opportunity to 
pick food items to 
form a nutritional 
food selection. 
Food supplements 
are prepared from 
both donated and 
purchased food and 
contain the items 
necessary to prepare 
enough meals for five 
to seven days.

In the fall of 2017, Lexington’s 
Urban County Council designated 

Lexington as a Compassionate City.  
This was intended to be a commitment 
to making compassion a core value 
of who Lexington is as a community. 
Compassion doesn’t exclude or 
discriminate and doesn’t know religious, 
political or socio-economic boundaries. 
It seems to me that as a congregation 
St. Luke embodies such compassion. St. 
Luke members demonstrate compassion 
through so many ministries as many 
are called to take the compassion we 
feel in our hearts and put it into action 
with our hands and our feet. If you are 
looking for a new or additional way 
to translate compassion into action, 
think of volunteering in one of several 
opportunities with God’s Pantry.   

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PANTRY
More willing hands are needed for 
the Wednesday night pantry at St. 

Luke to supplement the current 
dedicated evening volunteers. You are 
employed and aren’t free during the day?  
Wednesday evening could be a great 
time for you or your family to consider 
working together one evening a month.  
Children 13 years of age and older are 
permitted to volunteer, and students 
often need to earn community service 
hours.  Working time is 5:30 p.m. to 
7:45 p.m.  Contact Karen Hinkle at 
kphinkle@twc.com for more details.

STOCKING SHELVES
With daily deliveries Monday 
through Friday, volunteers work to 
get items on the shelves and ready 
for the afternoon shift serving 
clients. Work time is typically 10 
a.m. to 12 noon.  One needs to 
be able to move about and handle 
cans and packages of food. We 
have some folks going south for 
a few months and others needing 
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pantry
to adjust their schedules, so there are several days 
with pending vacancies. 

SERVING CLIENTS
Afternoon volunteers assist clients through the 
pantry to make their selections. If you like interaction 
with people, this can be very rewarding. You will 
direct clients through the food categories and pantry 
selection guidelines. If interested you can learn the 
computer system for client check-in and assist with 
that function.  Choose once a week or once a month or 
whatever fits your schedule.

For stocking or serving clients you can contact Karen 
Hinkle at kphinkle@twc.com for general information 

or contact Kathy Gendreau at katgen452@twc.com 
regarding specific openings and scheduling. 

SENIOR COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION
On the second Monday morning of each month 
St.Luke is the site for over seventy families to pick up 
commodity items under the Senior Commodity food 
program.  Volunteers set up the space to accommodate 
the food delivered, fill the boxes and then assist clients 
to their vehicle.  Hours are roughly  8:30 a.m. to 11 
a.m.  Contact Stan Durbin  at Stanley.durbin@ twc.
com if you are interested in helping with this ministry. 
Volunteers able to assist families to their car are 
especially needed. 

A Christmas Elf 
Visits the Pantry

He didn’t 

have a blue barrel bag 

but Christmas Elf visited 

the pantry before the holidays. 

Elf Dean Smith gathered food 

items to earn a scouting badge and 

brought them to the St. Luke 

pantry in honor of his 9th 

birthday. Elves like this are 

much appreciated.
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Worship Schedule:
9:30 a.m., 10:45, 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

Pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on Sunday, January 
13 and return on Blue Barrel Sunday, January 20, 

filled with a variety of pastas and other starch items 
such as rice, cornbread and muffin mix.  Pastas can 
include spaghetti, fettucine and macaroni in all shapes 
and sizes.  Surprisingly these items have been missing 
from our shelves and are chosen quickly when we do 
have them available.  If you forget or are not here on 
the 20, you can drop off your contributions throughout 
the month.  

With the "Different Advent Calendar"  project, 
St. Luke donated a total of 2000 lbs of food 

to our pantry during December.  At least 2/3 of that 
amount was due to this special project!

BLUE BARREL 

SUNDAy


