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those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sign up to Serve a 2019 Wednesday.comm Meal
The 2019 Semester of Wednesday.Comm 
will be upon us soon!  We need help serving 
the meals as usual and would ask your group 
or class to consider serving one meal this 
semester.   Serving meals on Wednesday 
nights helps St. Luke reach its mission of 
Jesus Christ in every life. 

There is a sign-up sheet by the Connection 
Center that you can use to sign up for a 

specific night if your group is able and willing.  The sign-up sheet will help so 
you know what spots are still available.  Our fall semester runs January 23rd 
through May 1st.  Also feel free to email or call Marty Sell at marty2sell@yahoo.
com and: 859 296-1038.  John’s email is jduff@stlukeumc.org if you would like 
to include him on your email.  

Making Christmas Brighter
Got Christmas decorations you no longer 
use?  Do you have unused or gently used 
items that can be re-gifted?  Each year we 
share such items with our God’s Pantry 
clients who seem to greatly appreciate the 
choices.  We will  continue to receive through 

December 16. Your gifts will be a blessing to many.

Feed the Choir
At St. Luke UMC we have a tradition of “Feeding the 
Choir” during the special Christmas Choir Services, 
and we hope you will help us! Please bring your 
breakfast/ brunch items to the church early on Sunday 
morning, December 16, so our musicians know they are 
appreciated for all their hard work! A sign-up sheet will 
be posted at the Connection Center.
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Light the Advent Wreath This Year • Advent is here 
and we are seeking families, groups, or individuals to 
participate in lighting the Advent candles. We have two 
openings yet to fill: December 23rd - 9:30 service, and 
one of the Christmas Eve Services. If you would like to 
be a part of this tradition, a sign-up sheet is posted in 
the Connection Center, or you may contact Mariann 
Reinke, Director of Worship, at mreinke@stlukeumc.
org or 419-494-3335.

An Easy Way to Serve! 
The projection ministry allows the 
congregation to view the weekly 
announcements, sermon slides, and text to 
the hymns and/or praise songs. Without 
the Projection Team, our congregation 
would not be able to participate in shared 
worship, learning and reflection together. 
You don't have to have any special skills 

except the ability pay attention! The most important quality a volunteer is that you possess a 
willingness to learn and some sort of vision for the role of projection in our services. There is a brief 
training period (about 30 minutes long) necessary to become a volunteer. If you would like to see 
all that is involved before making a final decision, contact Mariann Reinke, Director of Worship, at 
mreinke@stlukeumc.org or 419-494- 3335 to make arrangements to sit with a scheduled volunteer 
on a particular Sunday.

Volunteers Needed for Basketball League
We are in need of coaches, referees, and other volunteers for our 2019 K-8th Basketball League that 
begins January 7. If you are interested in volunteering, you can email Jay Hayslip at basketball@
stlukeumc.org or sign up on the sheet at the display in the Connection Center.
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On December 16, the Chancel Choir (with 
orchestra) will present their annual Christmas 

Choral Program for Christmas Music Sunday, telling 
the Christmas story with beautiful music at the 
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services in the Sanctuary. The 
10:45 service will combine with the 11:00 am service 
that morning. The children will be involved in both 
services. This is definitely a service you won’t want to 
miss, and one you will want to bring friends and family 
to, as the choir blesses us with the beautiful music of 
the season.   

Our annual Service of Lessons and Carols will be on 
December 23 at 9:30 and 11:00am in the Sanctuary.  
Join us as we tell the story of Christmas through the 
words of Scripture and the beautiful Christmas Carols of 
the season.   

On Christmas Eve, we will gather at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
for our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight services.  
We will have a children's message at both services. Once 
again, glow sticks will be provided for children to use 
instead of candles.  The Swahili community will have a 
Christmas Eve service in The Loft at 12:30 p.m. and on 
Christmas Day at 12:30 p.m. Join us for all the Services 
of Advent/Christmas!

4 | December 2018
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The Holiday season is a joyous time 
of celebration in the church and 
out.   But this time of year can also 

accentuate the difficult times that many 
are experiencing due to loss or illness or 
personal struggles.  It is ironic that some 
of the very people that the baby Jesus came 
for, sometimes feel left out of the Christmas 
celebrations.   This year we are going to 
offer a very special time of worship for folks 
who are struggling a bit during the holidays.   
This Blue Christmas Service will be a 
service of prayer for wholeness, healing and 
comfort.   It will be on Sunday, December 
9 at 4:30 P.M. in the Aldersgate Chapel.   
Make plans to join us, and please invite 
anyone you know who is in need of a word 
of comfort and encouragement especially 
during this special time of year.  

"Comfort, Comfort, My People Says The Lord"
Isaiah 40:1
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by Pastor Mark Girard

What is your favorite 
Christmas Hymn?  If 

we were to ask that question at 
St. Luke, we would probably get 
several different responses (and no, 
Mariah Carey’s “All I Want For 
Christmas” is not a hymn).   But if 
we are consistent with the rest of the 
Christian world, the one that the 
majority of us would put at the top 
of the list would be “Silent Night.”  

Now most of us know the story 
behind the hymn.   In a small village 
in Austria, as Christmas 1818 
approached, the organ in the parish 
church broke down leaving them 
with the prospect of no music for the 
Christmas Eve service.  The pastor 
Joseph Mohr had written a poem 
some time before, trying to catch the 
spirit of the first Christmas and he 
took it to the choir master (Franz 
Gruber) and asked him to put it to 

music that could be played on the 
guitar and sung at the Christmas 
Eve service.   Gruber finished Stille 
Nacht  just hours before it was 
introduced that Christmas Eve.   But 
here’s the rest of the story.   When it 
was first sung, it caused a great deal 
of controversy in the church.   Some 
took exception to the simplicity 
of the hymn.   Others objected to 
playing it on guitar in the church.   
Hymns needed to be played on 
organs, and even though that was 
not an option, many were still upset 
about it.   Others objected because 
they said, of all services through the 
year, the music at the Christmas 
Eve service needed to be familiar 
hymns that everyone knew and 
could sing.   Some said that instead 
of saving the Christmas Eve service, 
the pastor had ruined the service by 
introducing this new hymn.   And 
Silent Night was put away and not 
used again in the church again for 

several years.   

In fact, it was nearly 50 years later 
when it was translated into English 
and first used in the English– 
speaking church.  The hymn quickly 
became a favorite.   

Today, it has been translated into over 
140 languages and will be sung this 
year in countless churches around the 
world at the end of Christmas Eve 
services.   This year, we celebrate the 
200th Anniversary of this beloved 
hymn.   In those 200 years it has 
gone from nearly rejected and lost, to 
the most beloved Christmas hymn.   
Once it was deemed by many as 
unworthy to be sung on Christmas 
Eve, but two hundred years later it’s 
hard to imagine a Christmas Eve 
service without it.   In 200 years it 
has gone from unfamiliar at best and 
even reviled by many, to an all-time 
favorite Christmas hymn.   

The Whole Story Behind Our 
Favorite Christmas Hymn



December 2018 | 7

Building Relationships and 
Sharing Christ During Advent

In the Collect for the First Week of 
Advent from the Book of Common 

Prayer, we pray that God would “... give 
us grace that we may cast away the works 
of darkness, and put upon us the armor 
of light.” Preparing ourselves through 
Scripture and prayer and contemplation 
using an Advent devotional guide helps us 
to do just that.

This year, I would like to recommend 
Advent for Everyone: Luke, by N.T. Wright 
as a daily meditation for personal use, 
family and/or small groups. This book is 
available on various online retail sites such 
as Amazon and Christianbook.com for 
$12-15. It is also available at Joseph-Beth 
Bookstore at Lexington Green.
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What is UMCOR? 
This stands for United 

Methodist Committee On Relief. 

UMCOR  responds to natural or civil disasters of 
such magnitude that they overwhelm a community's 
ability to recover on its own.

UMCOR offers disaster preparedness training, 
provides essential supplies and care in the aftermath 
of a disaster, supports long term rebuilding efforts 
and assists communities as they adapt.

Through your donations, United Methodists extend 
loving care to people in the United States as well 
internationally. These beneficiaries are seen as partners, 
not victims, and UMCOR works to empower them.

In conjunction with other Methodist Churches in 
the Lexington District we were able to put together 
cleaning buckets and hygiene kits.  

The good folks of St. Luke were very generous as they 
always are and came through for the disaster victims.

A small group from St. Luke recently traveled to an 
UMCOR warehouse in Decatur Alabama to deliver 
approximately 70 Christmas shoe boxes, These were 
going to the children of Nicaragua. As we found out, 
these boxes are just a small part of what is handled 

by Allen Porter
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through the warehouse. 
We also delivered 113 cleaning buckets and 90 hygiene 
kits the same time as we delivered the shoe boxes.
  They receive, assemble and ship kits for every phase 
of a disaster. They operate on a very limited volunteer 
staff and the head man is a 78 year old retired minister. 
He never knows how many helpers he will have, but 
with God's help he gets the job done. 

Thank GOD for volunteers.

WE CAN'T STOP NOW. We need to keep supplies 
coming so we can continue to send kits to disaster 
victims. As soon as we get a trailer load we will deliver 
these to Decatur.

We don't want to wait until we have another disaster,; 
we need to have kits or buckets ready to ship.

There is a list of needed items at the Connection 
Center. Please don't just walk by, pick up a list and 
donate! Thanks. 
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In last month's newsletter, we 
thought about the problem of 

declining attendance in worship 
across the whole church and some 
of the reasons for that.   A recent 
study found that there were many 
factors leading to the decline, 
including the fact that many church 
members no longer place a high 
priority on worship attendance.   
Whereas “regular” attendance used 
to be considered three out of four 
Sundays in a month, now it is 
closer to one Sunday a month.   So 
churches are still seeing the same 
number of worshipers on any 
given Sunday, albeit less frequently.   
Another contributing factor is 
that a growing number of people 
are equating participation in some 
ministry of the church and worship 
attendance.   In other words, since 
the time many have for church is 
limited by external factors to about 
an hour a week, they are choosing to 
spend that time in Sunday School 
or service or small groups rather 
than in worship.   The reality at St. 
Luke has been that while we have 

shown some decline in attendance 
in our Sunday morning services, 
because of the growth in attendance 
at our other worship services overall 
attendance in all of the worship 
services has remained fairly steady 
and in 2017 even increased slightly.   
However, if that trend is going to 
continue at St. Luke we need to 
be proactive in growing worship 
attendance.   There are several things 
we have already initiated and others 
coming in order to enhance our 
worship experience.

First, we need to continue to help 
people learn and understand that 
worship is not only the primary 
purpose of the church, but it is 
the primary purpose for which 
human beings were created.   The 
Book of Acts is testimony to 
the fact that there is no higher 
purpose or priority in the life of 
true Disciples, than the worship 
of God.   Nearly every time we see 
the Disciples after Pentecost, they 
are worshiping in the Temple or 
one another’s homes, or even in the 

WHAT TO DO ABOUT 
DECLINING WORSHIP 

ATTENDANCE 
(Part Two) by Pastor Mark Girard

Part 
one was 
featured 
in the 
November  
2018 issue 
of the St. 
Luke Line. 
If you 
would like 
to read 
the first 
part, find 
it online 
at the web 
address 
below 
stlukeumc.org/media
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streets of Jerusalem.   When Jesus 
gave them the bread and wine at 
the Last Supper and commanded 
them to take and eat of His body 
and blood sacrificed for each of us, 
remember He said that every time 
we gather, we should remember 
Him.   When we worship we are 
saying the most important thing 
in our lives is praising and loving 
God.   But the opposite is also true 
- when we are consistently  leting 
other things have priority over the 
worship of God, then we are saying 
to the world that there are other 
things, worldly things, that are 
more important than praising and 
worshiping God.   

Second, we need to be constantly 
seeking ways to make worship 
more accessible to the greatest 
number of people, particularly the 
unchurched and the de-churched.   
That means offering worship at 
times that will engage the greatest 
number of people and in a format 
that will speak to a great variety of 
people.   We must understand one 
style does not fit all when it comes 
to how we worship.   In recent 
years, St. Luke has been willing 
to step out and offer worship 
experiences that reach widely 
divergent populations.   The driving 
factor behind the recent changes 
in worship times, reducing to two 
sanctuary services, and offering a 
new kind of worship experience in 
the Fellowship Hall, has been the 

desire and need to provide worship 
opportunities that appeal to the 
broadest base possible.  If we are 
truly committed as a church to 
providing a place to worship for the 
greatest number of people, all of us 
must be flexible and open to some 
new ways and times to attend to 
the worship of God.  We also need 
to be exploring the possibilities of 
worshipping at other times during 
the week, and reaching out to new 
demographics for worship.  

Third, we must foster a church 
culture of invitation.   The best way 
to build up worship attendance 
is for all of us to be inviting our 
friends and neighbors and family 
members to join us for worship.   
Consistently, when persons who 
are involved in the church are 
asked why they came to the church 
in the first place, more than 90% 
indicate they first came because 
of the invitation of a friend or 
colleague, or loved one.   And that’s 
true no matter what the size of 
the church.   Recently, a national 
Christian polling group did a poll 
among unchurched people, and 
the question was asked why they 
didn’t attend church.   Nearly 50% 
of those who responded said they 
don’t attend because no one had 
asked them.    Another startling 
statistic is the average person 
needs to be asked up to 7 times 
before they ever respond.   So a 
culture of invitation not only holds 

everyone accountable for inviting 
persons to church but also for the 
number of times the invitations 
are being extended.   In many of 
the churches that are experiencing 
significant decline in attendance 
and participation, the members 
have lost both the imperative and 
persistence necessary to be an 
invitational church.   

Your church staff wrestles with 
the issue of decline every week.   
We realize that we are trying 
to fight against what have been 
general church and cultural trends.   
One study says that less than 
10% of churches (regardless of 
denomination or affiliations) are 
growing in the United States today.   
We can continue to be one of the 
10%, but it will take commitment 
and adaptability from all of us, if 
we are to continue to reach as many 
lives as possible for Jesus Christ.   It 
all starts with worship.   Won’t you 
join us this Sunday?
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Fall College 
Retreat 

by Jocelyn Nichols

This past October, the St. Luke College 
Group was able to go on a retreat in 

Stanton, Kentucky. We had about 10 members 
go from various colleges, UK, Asbury, EKU, 
along with our leader John Duff and Mark 
Walz who came to join us in fellowship and 
provided music for worship.

When starting our retreat, we were all very 
excited to have the chance to strengthen our 
friendships along with strengthening our 
relationship with God. We were fortunate 

to stay in 
Stanton 
Christian 
church, 
which gave 
us plenty of 
room to play 
basketball and 
Spikeball our 
first night in. 
We also spent 
that night 
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focusing on our calling and the 
story of Moses and how God 
called him out of his comfort 
zone for a greater purpose. 

On Saturday, we started our 
morning with quiet time to 
reflect on our own faith and 
callings. Then we went hiking 
in the Gorge in which of 
course had to be followed by a 
trip to Miguel’s for pizza and 
Ale-8. When we came back 
that afternoon, we spent hours 
playing football to get ready 

to cheer the Cats on against Vanderbilt (they 
won, of course!). 

Saturday night however was the most special 
and a time of building close relationships. We 
had time to worship together as a large group 
and then we split off into smaller groups to talk 
about our personal testimonies and callings. 
This time is not always easy, but our college 
group is built on sharing our personal struggles 
in a safe environment in which we feel the 
support of our group and most importantly 
the support of God. This was the perfect way 
to end our weekend and help us to remember 
the bonds that we build with each other cannot 
compare to the bond God builds with us. 
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Our St. Luke 
family, making 
disciples and 
serving the world!

Your giving—it makes a 
difference!

Given in 2018:
$1,053,836.57
Still Needed by Dec. 31:
$306,025.75

 over 200 people in  
 discipleship 
 13,525 pounds of food  
 donated to God’s Pantry
 over 600 people in
 worship 
 12 students in ESL class
 44 children served 
 through Kids’ Café 
 covenant groups,   
 prayer groups, Bible studies
 250-300 families served 
 through God’s Pantry 
 each week 

 80 people served   
 through Senior   
 Commodities each  
 month
 7 local and regional  
 missions supported 
 5 foreign missionaries  
 supported
 20 new members 
 6 baptisms
 disaster response trips
 mission trips

Have questions?  Want to talk? 
Please contact me!

                                     
Nora Conner, Associate Pastor

nconner@stlukeumc.org
859-489-4547 (cell), 859-269-4687 (church)

WHAT DOES YOUR GIVING TO ST. LUKE DO?  IT CHANGES LIVES!

Ways to give:
• online at www.stlukeumc.org/

give
• text “give” and the amount 

to 859-214-6218
• stock donation
• through your IRA’s Required 

Minimum Distribution (for 
those over 70 ½) 

• check or cash
• remember St. Luke in your will
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MATTERS

Giving

Dear Church Family, 

It’s exciting to see all the ways St. Luke’s ministries 
touch lives, isn’t it?  And it would not be possible 
without you—your presence, your participation, and 
your giving.  

As you can see, much has been given, but there is still 
a great need.  Please prayerfully consider what God 
is saying to you about your role.  Are you tithing or 
growing toward the tithe?  Do you feel like you’re a 
part of St. Luke, but you haven’t started contributing 
financially yet?  Are you able to give a little extra this 
season?  Are you able to give a sizeable contribution 
this season?  WE NEED YOU!  We need each 
person to do their part, for each person to do what 
they can.  God doesn’t want any one of us to carry 
the whole load.  God intends that we each do what 
we can, regardless of the size of the gift.  God will 
use it all!  

St. Luke is all of us, and St. Luke’s ministries happen 
when we each do our part!

Peace in Christ,

Associate Pastor
& Director of Ministry and
Stewardship
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*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
** Our current fiscal year runs from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

OCTOBER 2018
 Budget needs $112,470.84

 Expenses $96,532.30  
 Total income* $72,632.13   
 Expenses-to-Income difference ($23,900.17)

 Alms contributions for October 2018 $2,134.00 
 Balloon Fund contributions for 2018 $58,450.54   
 Total Balloon Fund contributions to date $292,185.45  

 Life Center mortgage balance (as of 10-31-18) $2,208,610.51 

The information is a summary of our 2018 finances through October. Many thanks for your 
faithfulness and for the many ways you impact our church and the world for Jesus Christ.  
May we continue to be good stewards of God’s gifts!

2018 FISCAL YEAR-TO-DATE
 Budget needs (as of 10-31-18) $449,883.36   

 Expenses (as of 10-31-18) $407,390.23  
 Total income (as of 10-31-18)* $361,174.08    
 Expenses-to-Income difference (as of 10-31-18) ($46,216.15)
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Are you looking for a way to enhance your Advent 
devotions?  St Luke is encouraging everyone 

to be part of a special Advent project.  As we look 
forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus we often 
consider what gifts we offer him. As we strive to teach 
our children to give rather than only focus on what 
they may receive this project helps focus not just on 
the traditional receiving of gifts but on giving.  In the 
name of Jesus we offer ourselves and our talents to him 

but we also in a very tangible way can give to those less 
fortunate. We are using our Blue Barrel Bags to help. 
Each day of Advent add a food item to your bag.  On 
the Sunday after Christmas… December 30… return 
the bag filled with your Advent contributions.  Bags 
are available along with a suggested list at the Advent 
table in the main lobby and at the Welcome Center 
and Life Center desks. 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF ADVENT CALENDAR

Take a Blue Barrel Bag and a list. Place one item in bag each day.  Return on December 30.
December 1 – box of cereal    December 14 – box of crackers
December 2 -  jar of peanut butter  December 15 – package of rice
December 3 – stuffing mix    December 16 – oatmeal
December 4 – boxed potatoes   December 17 – pasta
December 5 – macaroni & cheese   December 18 – pasta sauce
December 6 – canned fruit    December 19 – cream of mushroom soup
December 7 – canned tomatoes   December 20 – tomato soup
December 8 – canned tuna or chicken  December 21 – can of pork n beans
December 9 – dessert mix    December 22 – can mixed vegetables
December 10 – applesauce    December 22 – can mixed vegetables
December 11 – canned sweet potatoes  December 23 – can of carrots
December 12  - muffin mix   December 24 – can of peas
December 13 – canned pinto beans
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Wednesday Night Pantry
Are you looking for a way to be 
meaningfully involved in a ministry 
in the new year?  More willing hands 
are needed for the Wednesday night 
pantry. In addition to needing a new 
Coordinator by January 1 due to 
Larry Grabau ‘retiring’ as Coordinator, 
additional volunteers lighten the 
workload.  This is a great time for 
families to consider working together 
one evening a month.  Children 13 
years of age and older are permitted 
to volunteer and students often 
need to earn community service 
hours.  Working  time is 5:30 p.m. to 
7:45 p.m.  Contact Karen Hinkle at 
kphinkle@twc.com for more details.

Seeking Pantry Coordinator
We are still seeking candidates 
to assume the Coordinator role 
as of January 1.  This involves 
confirming the monthly schedule 
for the volunteers, ensuring there 

are substitutes when needed, 
and communicating updates and 
procedural changes as appropriate.  

Sharing Christmas
Got Christmas decorations?  Those 
little used items still in your garage, 
basement or attic may be just what 
others need. As of December 3rd 
we will share Christmas items and 
possible re-gifting items with pantry 
clients.  Gently used children’s toys 
and books are great to share.  These 
may be brought to the pantry on 
Sunday morning or any weekday 
morning beginning December 3rd 
and ending December 19th. 

Client Says Thanks
Pantry client and self-taught painter 
Reginald Coleman surprised us in 
November with his hand painted 
depiction of our pantry.  Titled 
“Thanks God’s Pantry” it is a 

From the 
Pantry Shelf

by Karen Hinkle

p
a
n
t
r
y

St. Luke operates a 
food pantry through 
God's Pantry on 
Mondays through 
Fridays from 1-2:30 
p.m. & 6-7:30 p.m. 
The clients are given 
an opportunity to 
pick food items to 
form a nutritional 
food selection. Food 
supplements are 
prepared from both 
donated and purchased 
food and contain the 
items necessary to 
prepare enough meals 
for five to seven days.
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Pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on December 
9th and return on December 16th filled 

with a variety of miscellaneous vegetables. 
We are looking for beets, sauerkraut, spinach, 
turnip greens, mixed greens, hominy or peas 
and carrots.  No corn or green beans please.  
These vegetables often are missing from our 
shelves and quickly are chosen when we do 
have them available.  If you forget or are 
not here on the 16th, you can drop off your 
contributions throughout the month.  

BLUE BARREL 

SUNDAy

depiction of our pantry and 
a simple statement of his 
gratitude for how the pantry 
has supported and helped 
him. We appreciate his kind 
remarks and his gift which 
now hangs in the pantry.  

pantry

Painting of St. Luke Food Pantry by Pantry client and self-taught painter 
Reginald Coleman
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Worship Schedule:
9:30 a.m., 10:45, 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

In November, volunteers shared a 
warm beverage, food and greetings 

with clients picking up their senior 
commodities on November 12th 
and with those picking up at the 
regular pantry on Monday through 
Wednesday of Thanksgiving week. 

Donuts, pastries, hot coffee and hot 
chocolate were gladly received by 
clients. Some had waited outside for an 
hour or longer on a cold blustery day. 

If you would like to help with this 
Sharing Hospitality effort for  those 
coming to the main pantry for the 
week of December 17-21st  you may 
sign up on the sheet at the Life Center 
Desk or contact Karen Hinkle at 
kphinkle@twc.com. 

SHARING HOSPITALITY


