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ANNOUNCEMENTS
A Special Invitation
On November 18, immediately after the 10:45 and 11:00
services, Pastor Mark and members of the staff invite everyone
who is new to the St. Luke family (whether new members or
simply recent guests) to a light lunch. This will just be a time
to get better acquainted with each other and the church. Everyone is invited to
come. Bring your appetite and your questions and spend an hour or so with the
pastors and staff as we celebrate new friends and members.
The Martins in Concert to Benefit Children's Homes
The smooth, rich sounds of multi-Dove Award winning and
multi-Grammy nominated trio, The Martins will be featured in
Lexington, KY, on Sunday, November 18, 2018, as the talented
musical family comes to Centenary United Methodist Church,
located at 2800 Tates Creek Road for an exciting musical event
at 6:00pm, doors open at 5:00pm. All proceeds benefit the Kentucky United
Methodist Children's Homes, offering hope and healing to abused and neglected
children! Get info and tickets at MartinsInLex.com or call 859-523-3001.
Pickleball Has Begun! Come Join in the Fun!
Play the game of Pickleball, a fun sport that combines many elements
of tennis, badminton, and ping-pong. We welcome all levels from
beginners to advanced. Are you interested? We play Monday through
Thursday at 8:45 a.m. in the Gym and on Fridays at 10:15 a.m.
Contact Moe Miller at edmundmillerjr@windstream.net or Mark Walz
at mwalz@stlukeumc.org for more information.
UMW meeting with Greenhouse 17: Instilling Hope
Please come and bring a friend to hear about an amazing community
organization serving Fayette and “17” counties in Kentucky. Our UMW
unit will be hosting a speaker from Greenhouse 17 on November 15th
at 6:00pm in the fellowship hall. This unique organization has as its
mission to end intimate partner abuse and includes a shelter on a 40
acre farm at which occurs “nature based healing” and job training for
survivors as well as growing and serving nutritious field to table produce. Come learn
about this program and what is being done for these vulnerable women and children.
For questions contact Janet Garrison at 859-221-5424.

2 | November 2018

Light the Advent Candle
In the United Methodist Church the Advent wreath,
with four candles on a wreath of evergreen, is shaped
in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of God.
Each Sunday of the Advent season we focus on one
of the following four virtues Jesus brings to us: Hope,
Love, Joy, and Peace. We light the Christ candle (the
center candle) on Christmas Eve to remind us that
Jesus is the light of the world!
Advent Season is just around the corner, and we are seeking families or groups to participate in
lighting the Advent candles during each of the morning worship services on December 2, 9, 16, 23.
We will also need families/groups to light the candles during the Christmas Eve services at 5:30
and 7:30 p.m.
If you would like to be a part of this tradition, a sign-up sheet is posted in the Connection Center.
You may also contact Mariann Reinke, at mreinke@stlukeumc.org to let her know you would enjoy
assisting with the Advent candle lighting in a December worship service.
An Easy Way to Serve!
At St. Luke, we have so many amazing
opportunities to do ministry or to get involved.
We’ve got this awesome ministry happening
every single Sunday morning, and it would be
great if you got involved!
The projection ministry allows the congregation
to view the weekly announcements, sermon slides, and text to the hymns and/or praise songs. This
team plays a central support role in the running of Sunday services. Without the Projection Team, our
congregation would not be able to participate in shared worship, learning and reflection together.
Volunteers project through the use of a computer software program the required images for that
particular week's schedule. There is a brief training period (about 30 minutes long) necessary to
become a volunteer. You don't have to have any special skills except the ability pay attention! The most
important quality a volunteer is that you possess a willingness to learn and some sort of vision for the
role of projection in our services.
If you would like to see all that is involved before making a final decision, contact Mariann Reinke,
Director of Worship, at mreinke@stlukeumc.org or 419-494- 3335 to make arrangements to sit with a
scheduled volunteer on a particular Sunday.
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SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN

NOVEMBER

The Worship Teams and Worship Staff are well into the planning of our special worship services
during the Advent and Christmas season. It is always a joyous time of celebration in the church. But
in our eagerness to get to the “holidays” we must not overlook the fact that November will also be
filled with many special times of worship. Here is a brief preview of worship in the weeks ahead.
November 4 - All Saints Sunday
In the three morning services we will be honoring those Saints who were members of the
church, who have passed since last November. There will also be a time for you to name family
members who have passed and give us the opportunity to honor them also. Then we will
conclude this special time by celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This is always a
special, sacred time of worship. Come join us at 9:30 and 11:00 in the Sanctuary and 10:45 in
the Fellowship Hall.
November 11 - It’s Confirmation Sunday
We have a great class of sixth graders who will be joining the church family that morning as
they are baptized (or remember their baptism), and join in the membership covenant with God
and all of us. This special time will be shared by both the 10:45 and 11:00 services. This is also
a great Sunday for any adults who have been contemplating joining the church to be officially
recognized. If you would like to be a part of this special day, please talk with one of the pastors.
November 18 – Thanksgiving Celebration
On this Sunday before Thanksgiving we will have a great Thanksgiving celebration. We will
have a time of Thanksgiving for the church and for those who give so much to the church of
Jesus Christ. We will also have a time during which everybody will have a chance to express
their thankfulness for the people and events that have blessed us this past year. We will close
with a time during which we can all express our thankfulness for all God has blessed us with.
Come and join us for these services of Thanksgiving and praise.
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November 25 - Christ the King Sunday
This is Christ the King Sunday which is also the last Sunday of the Christian year. This will
be a service of prayer as we reflect on the past year in the church and anticipate the new year to
come. We will close with a time of anointing for all those who desire it. Come and join us as
we move into a new season of faith and ministry.

BABY JE S US I S CO M I NG!
Baby Shower &
Movie Night

November 10, 6:30 p.m. in The Loft

As Christmas approaches and we think of the
baby Jesus, we want to honor Him and be a
blessing to babies at Step by Step!
Step by Step is a nonprofit organization
whose mission is “To improve the lives of
young single mothers and their children
through healing, encouragement, faith and
education.”
For the baby shower, we ask that families
donate any of the following items:
Child safety items such as baby gates, toilet
lid locks, outlet covers, thermometers, door
knob locks, cabinet and drawer locks etc.
$20 Kroger Gift Cards would be amazing!
Please also bring “small” snack items to share.
Some ideas are: Mini M&M’s, Mini Oreos,
Mini Goldfish crackers, Baby carrots, etc.
Sign up at the Children’s Information Table
or email scutshall@stlukeumc.org
If you cannot attend, please consider bringing
a shower gift to church during November.
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WHAT TO DO ABOUT
DECLINING WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE
(Part One)

F

or many years, churches
have been dealing with the
problem of declining numbers of
church members. This has been
particularly true in many of the
major denominations. Certainly,
the United Methodist Church
has not been an exception to this.
While membership has grown
in many parts of the world, the
United Methodist Church has been
experiencing declining membership
in the United States, really since
the merger that formed the United
Methodist Church took place in
1968. In some years, the reality of
membership decline was tempered
by slight increases in the number of
people attending worship services
weekly. However, in recent years,
while membership loss has leveled
off somewhat, many churches have
experienced significant decline in
attendance, causing them to wonder
where those people are going.

A recent study suggests that, while
there are many external factors that
have led to declining attendance
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by Pastor Mark Girard

(certainly the recent controversies
that have consumed many levels
of the United Methodist hierarchy
has had a significant impact on
local churches), the leading factors
in this decline may very well be
internal in nature. This would
account in part for the fact that
even churches that are experiencing
stability and even growth in
membership are still experiencing
declines in worship attendance.
During this study, two primary
factors were identified. First is the
fact that many church members
no longer place a high priority
on attending worship. Recent

research has revealed that whereas
in the past, regular attendance in
worship was considered to be at
least three Sundays a month, now
many persons consider themselves
to be regular attenders if they are
in worship at least one Sunday a
month, some even less frequently
than that. The fact that many
churches are live streaming their
services (as St. Luke does) has
contributed to this numerical
decline. While many churches
include live stream numbers in
their attendance figures, this is not
really an accurate count because
internet tracking only includes

the number of computers that are
receiving the live stream and not
the number of people who are
watching on a single computer. In
fact, this shift in the definition of
“regular” attendance has become
so pronounced that some churches
are tracking monthly attendance
in worship rather than weekly in
determining how many regular
attenders there are in worship.
This factor also makes it hard for
churches to track who has stopped
attending worship on a permanent
basis as opposed to those who are
attending less frequently.
The second factor that the research
revealed is that more and more
people are equating participation

in some ministry of the church
with attendance in worship. In
other words, many people are
considering that presence in areas
of service or Sunday School classes
or small group Bible Studies or
even Fellowship activities, fulfills
our membership covenant to
support the church through our
presence. But while that might
fulfill the “letter” of the law, it
certainly does not fulfill the
spirit of the Covenant. Certainly
at St. Luke, while we have not
experienced major declines in
either membership (most years
we have grown in membership)
or overall worship attendance
(due to the introduction of new
opportunities for worship), we

have noticed the increasing effect
of both of these internal factors,
especially on our traditional
sanctuary services. The worship
team, and the Servant Leadership
Team, the staff, and directors
are working hard to find positive
solutions to these increasingly
complicated internal factors
while at the same time reaching
out to involve many new persons
in worship at St. Luke United
Methodist Church as we continue
to be driven by our vision of
Jesus Christ In Every Life. Next
month, in part two, we will look at
some of the possible ways we can
address this disturbing reality in
the church of Jesus Christ.
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We had an awesome time at our 5th
Annual Pumpkin Fest on October 27th!
A special thank you to all the people who spent their
Saturday evening providing fun activities for
our families and families in our community.
Balloon Twisting, S’mores, Cotton Candy,
Musical Chairs, Face Painting, Tic-Tac- Toe,
Bean Bag Toss, Duck-O-Lantern, Basketball
Toss and Pumpko were some of the great
activities that were experienced! Watching “It’s
the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” in the Loft
with our guest was fun, too!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASSES AT ST. LUKE

There has been a lot of thought and discussion
about our Sunday school program recently. Even
some of our most involved members don’t know
where to get information about Sunday Schools!
Well, you can always find the most updated list
of Sunday School classes on our website at the
link www.stlukeumc.org/ministries/sundayschool or on printed sheets hanging in our
Connection and Welcome Center. Yes, there are
two places in our church that have blue sheets
with all our Sunday School information on
them! Check it out and invite a friend!

ABC’S OF FAITH FOR MEN
Time and Location: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Room 121
Leader: Gil Rouse, 273-9720, c.d.rouse12@twc.com
Men of all ages are encouraged to attend, as we laugh
and learn together. Topics covered include Attitudes,
Beliefs, Commitments, etc. We usually start with a
book chapter, and end up – who knows where we’ll
end up. All we know is these lively, honest discussions
help us apply our faith to everyday life situations.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
CORNERSTONES
Time and Location: 9:30-10:30 a.m. Room 128
Leaders: Chris Bacon, 223-7764, chris_cbacon@
hotmail.com, Casey McKenzie, 273-8160,
camcks3641@twc.com
This community of Christ-followers embraces
fellowship, group study and service. Emphasis is on
building Christian relationships that offer support and
encourage spiritual development. This discussion-based
class utilizes the Bible and Christian books to apply
Christian principles to daily life.
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EXPERIENCING THE LOVE & JOY OF JESUS
Time and Location: 9:30-10:30 a.m. Room 110
Leader: Sherri Reed, 361-1183, sherreed7@twc.com
Open to all ages, this class uses a small-group
discussion format to explore, study, and share. The
focus is to discover and experience the person of God
the Holy Spirit through the scriptures. The group
provides financial support to God’s Pantry.
GENESIS CLASS
Time and Location: 9:30-10:30 a.m. Room 126
Leader: John Berry, (859) 224-1415,
maryberryky@windstream.net
This class uses an open-discussion format to look
at how the Bible and your faith relate to each
person in everyday life. Studies and lessons change
periodically and use different authors and resources
as a starting point for conversation. The class is
open to all ages but is primarily made up of people
in their 40’s (most have school age children), and
it offers a great way to make new friends and
connections within St. Luke. The class also plans
regular social events and service opportunities.

KEENAGERS CLASS
Time and Location: 9:30-10:30 a.m. Trinity Room
Leaders: Stan Durbin, (859) 263-0402, Wendell Barnett,
(859) 293-1490
This class is made up of individuals 55 years and above.
We are a class of loving, caring, praying and giving
people. We study God’s word through the use of the
Bibile, books and videos by authors such as Dr. David
Jeremiah, James W. Morre, J. Ellsworth Kalas and Rick
Warren. Come and be a part of a fun loving group of
seniors who do not act their age!
KEMP CLASS
Time and Location: 9:45-10:45 Room 124
Leader: Connie Rouse, c.d.rouse12@twc.com
This class features a diversity of ages and opinions, and
studies span a variety of topics. Our goal is to be inclusive
as we examine Christian principles in a complex world.
Snacks are always served!
SEASONS CLASS
Time and Location: Room 127, 11:00-12:00 (October
28- Nov 11)
Leaders: MaryJo Grabau, mjgrabau@gmail.com, Nanci
Alexander, 273-4100, nanciea@gmail.com
This class features an open format for discussing spiritual
growth, worship and prayer. Previous studies have covered
“Simple Christianity” by N.T. Wright, “Treasures of the
Transformed Life” by John Ed Mathison and “Heaven”
by Randy Alcom, as well as “An Unstoppable Force” and
“God’s Politics.” The class concentrates on applicability
of scripture and books to present day circumstances and
personal/corporate spiritual growth.
THE SOJOURNERS CLASS
Time and Location: 10:40-11:40 a.m. Room 126
Leader: Mary Ann Boso, 269-7838, jeb625@aol.com
This class uses video series as the basis of teaching and
discussion. The class also makes prayer an essential part of
its time together. Everyone is welcome to join.

STUDENTS OF SCRIPTURE
Time and Location: 9:30 a.m. -10:30 p.m. Room 4
Leader: Libby Johnson, 687-5364,
This Bible study class is made up of a people of
different ages and stages, and we strive to help each
other explore the emotional, spiritual and intellectual
parts of our faith and gain new insights into God’s
word, our own life and our life with God.

UNCOMMON DECENCY

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
We will begin a new Sunday School
opportunity at 11:00. Pastor Mike
Powers will be doing a 6-week study
starting on November 4th and running
through December 9th in room 128.
The study will be entitled: Uncommon
Decency: Christian Civility in an
Uncivil World, based on the book
by Richard Mouw. This is a great
opportunity to talk about hot-topic
issues and how Christians can react
with civility and love amidst a culture
driven by fear, hatred and bitterness.
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GOOD GRIEF
by Karen Hinkle

Stephen Ministry Referral Coordinator

I

s it possible to have good
grief? Most of us who are in
the midst of coping with a
significant loss in our lives might
initially say no to that question.
Whether it is the loss of a spouse,
a cherished parent, a sibling,
or perhaps a loving aunt, uncle
or cousin, it is common to feel
diminished by the loss. No matter
the relationship, the loss of persons
important to us leaves a major
hole in our lives, in our thinking,
and in our relationships. Such
losses impact how we function and
how we feel about who we are.

Grief is a major topic of study and
continuing education for Stephen
Ministers. Many of the persons we
serve as Care Receivers are carrying
a load of grief. Not all the grief is
due to a death. It may be loss of a
job, of a way of life, or loss of good
health. This and future articles will
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discuss aspects of the grief journey
and how a Stephen Minister may
be of assistance when the load is
too heavy.

were your experience, the season
can increase the sense of aloneness,
the loss of your history, the loss of
what could have been.

Among the key points we learn
is that the only path beyond a
grief experience is through the
experience. It is not a path anyone
chooses, but it is well trod. There
are many others who have taken
this path, although each one’s
journey is unique. There is no
one way or ‘right’ way to proceed
through it. A second point is to
be assured that regardless of how
alone you feel, you are never truly
alone. God knows your heart and
he is close.

The winter of grief is the time
to do what is best for you, a
time to be, just to be. Some may
want you to push ahead, to “go
with the season.” However, a
third point Stephen Ministers
learn is that at times like this the
best action is to “do what feels
right for you.” During all the
noise of the season, find time to
be quiet and hear God. If you
would like to have someone to
talk with, someone who can be a
confidential listening ear, ask one
of our Pastors about a Stephen
Minister or contact Karen Hinkle,
the Stephen Ministry Referral
Coordinator at kphinkle@twc.com
or call 859-421-1232.

The approaching months can be
difficult ones. There is a public
focus on family time and family
events. Whether or not the
traditional happy family gatherings

BE THANKFUL
EVERY DAY
BY REV. MIKE POWERS

C

ynicism, bitterness and
anger have no place in the
community of faith. In
Christ, we have a totally different
perspective than the world. C.S.
Lewis, the brilliant author, essayist
and Christian apologist, once
wrote, "I believe in Christianity as I
believe that the sun has risen. Not
only because I see it but because by
it I see everything else. In Christ,
we can see the world, ourselves and
each other as we truly are and as we
are meant to be."
In I Thessalonians 5:16-18, the
apostle Paul concluded his letter
with three short phrases that
help us to put everything in
perspective: rejoice ALWAYS,
pray CONSTANTLY, give thanks
in EVERY situation. Note the
emphasis of these imperatives:
Praise, prayer, thanksgiving…
always, constantly, in all
circumstances. We can keep the
right perspective every day and in
every kind of day as we continually
rejoice, pray and give thanks. How
do we do that?

Rejoice always. The only thing
we can truly give God is praise.
Anything else we offer is simply
returning what was first given to
us. The one thing God did not
give us but we can give to God
is praise. We can “rejoice in the
Lord” regardless of life situations,
challenges, fears and concerns.
Praise helps us to focus on the
goodness of God. Praise releases
joy even in our darkest and most
trying moments.
Pray without ceasing. Prayer is
communication. We talk with
God, not simply to God. God
talks with us, too, so for all practical
purposes, prayer is constant. When
you think about it, prayer is made
up of four parts, two of which are
ours and two of which are God’s:
First – we speak, while second, God
listens. Third, God speaks, while,
fourth, we listen. To pray constantly
is to learn the circle, trusting
God to listen when we speak and
trusting God to speak.
In every situation, give thanks

for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you. This
phrase does not mean that every
circumstance in your life is the
result of the will of God. Rather, it
means that the will of God for you
and me is to give thanks in every
situation. Note these amazing
words from the Habakkuk, 3:1719: Though the fig tree does not
blossom, nor fruit be on its vines,
the produce of the olive fail and the
fields yield no food, the flock be cut
off from the fold and there be no
herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice
in the Lord, I will joy in the God
of my salvation. God, the Lord, is
my strength; he makes my feet like
hinds’ feet, he makes me tread upon
high places.
In Christ, we have a perspective
the world does not give us, it does
not understand, nor can it ever take
away. So we refuse to participate
in the vitriol of the age, but rather
choose to rejoice always, pray
continually, and be thankful every
day and in every kind of day.
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Is Anyone Are
in Your
Over 701/2 Years Old?
YouCongregation
Over 701/2 Years
Old?
Charitable Giving from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
Sally will soon turn age 70–1/2 and has just learned that she
must now take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from
her IRA each year.
She doesn’t need the additional income and she has just learned that she
must also pay tax on it. She asks, “Is there is a way I can use the RMD to
pay my annual pledge to my church and not have to pay tax on the income?”

Bob and Marjorie are also each required to take RMDs from
their own retirement accounts. This year they are concerned
about how the new changes in the tax law may reduce the incentives for charitable giving.
They intend to continue to support their church and several other charitable
causes in the community. They ask, “Will the new law affect that?”

The good news is YES, there is a special provision to allow
charitable giving directly from a person’s IRA.
BACKGROUND1: The Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a distribution of funds from an IRA that
goes directly to a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, such as your church.
In 2018 this option is more important since the standard deduction has doubled.2 This means fewer taxpayers will be itemizing their deductions, so many of their charitable contributions will no longer be deductible.
If you are over 70-1/2 years of age, you know that you must begin taking required minimum distributions
(RMDs) from your qualified retirement account, such as an IRA, 401(k), 403(b) and other tax-deferred accounts3. These distributions are not optional, they are mandatory. They are fully taxable and they are added
to your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI). This is, in turn, important because several things are affected by your
AGI, such as the amount of Medicare premium you pay, your ability to deduct certain items, and the taxation
of your Social Security benefits.
The Qualified Charitable Deduction (QCD) permits you to send that RMD directly to a charity (your church or
other ministry) and it will not be added to your income in the first place. This is generally better than having
it included in income and then deducting it later, for several reasons. Some people don’t have enough deduc- continued Cindy L. Coker
Administrative Assistant
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Charitable Giving from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA)

MOVING FORWARD IN 2014

tions to itemize. Instead, they take the standard deduction. That means they
get no benefit from charitable donations, as they cannot deduct those. In this
case the Qualified Charitable Deduction (QCD) would be the only way to realize a
tax benefit from a charitable contribution, since they are able to exclude from
income what they cannot deduct.
Even if you do itemize, and are able to deduct your charitable contribution, having it excluded from income is preferable to recognizing the income and later deducting the contribution, because excluding the QCD from income keeps those funds out of your Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) (see above the list of things tied to your AGI).2

Handle the charitable transfer through the custodian of your IRA
It is important to enact such a gift transfer properly. This means contacting your IRA custodian for the proper instructions and making sure that it is a direct transfer from your IRA
to your charity.
1

BACKGROUND source: Peggy Stephan, CFP, at Retirement Capital Strategies.

2

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 increases the standard deduction to $12,000 for individual filers and to $24,000 for
married filing jointly. Your itemized deductions would need to exceed that amount to remain deductible.

3

While the QCD may only be made from an IRA account, there is a way to use another type of tax-deferred account as
a source of such a contribution. It would involve first rolling the account (or a portion of it) over into an IRA.

Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor at 859-269-4687 or nconner@stlukeumc.org if you have
Samaritan Foundation Announces 2018 Health-Related Grants Totaling $1,494,000
anyGood
questions!
Grant Recipient
Appal ReD

Amount
$ 24,300.00

Grant Recipient
Kentucky CancerLi nk

$

Amount
1,500.00

Bel l armi ne Uni versi ty

$

Ki ds Cancer Al l i ance

$

3,018.53

Bl uegrass Counci l of the Bl i nd

$

8,839.00

Ki ng's Daughters Medi cal Ctr

$

31,320.00

Boys and Gi rl s Haven

$

45,500.00

Lexi ngton Heari ng & Speech Ctr

$

24,685.00

Center for Courageous Ki ds

$

19,148.97

Li nds ey Wi l s on Col l ege

$

38,028.00

Centerstone Kentucky

$

10,690.00

Maryhurs t

$

17,148.00

Central KY Ri di ng for Hope

$

15,000.00

Methodi s t Home of KY

$

16,520.00

Chi l d Dev Ctr of the BG

$

1,592.65

Mi ddl etown UMC

$

8,000.00

Chrysal i s House

$

500.00

Mi s s i on Frankfort Cl i ni c

$

35,000.00

Communi ty Dental Cl i ni c

$

50,000.00

Mi s s i on Lexi ngton

$ 189,821.00

Encounter Mi ssi ons

$

96,000.00

Nathani el Mi s s i on

$ 150,000.00

Fami l y Communi ty Cl i ni c

$

25,000.00

Pos t Cl i ni c

$

19,401.00

Green Hi l l Therapy

$

10,584.00

Prodi gal Mi ni s tri es

$

44,920.00

Greenup Fi rst UMC

$

1,200.00

Radi o Eye

$

7,500.00

Growi ng Together Preschool

$

10,283.45

Rapha Mi ni s tri es

$

4,800.00

Heuser Heari ng Insti tute

$

50,400.00

Red Bi rd Cl i ni c-Communi ty Heal th

$

9,000.00

Hi l l crest Bruce

$ 160,500.00

Red Bi rd Cl i ni c-Dental Cl i ni c

$

37,250.00

Home of the Innocents

$

40,910.00

State Street UMC

$

24,000.00

Surgery on Sunday

$

84,200.00

Hope Center

$

15,000.00

Wes l ey Manor

$

47,110.58

Hotel , Inc

$

6,404.00

Wi l dernes s Trace Chi l d Dev Ctr

$

25,000.00

Isai ah House

$

13,041.32

WKU Ins ti tute for Rural Heal th

$

50,000.00

20,991.00
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Dear Church Family,

Giving
MATTERS

This month, I want to use this space to thank
you. You make a difference. If you ever wonder
about that, if you even wonder if your financial and
volunteer contributions make a difference, just look
in the eyes of the children who come to Kids’ Café
every Tuesday afternoon. Shake the hands of our
God’s Pantry guests. Experience the community
during Wednesday.comm. Jump with joy along with
the children in God’s Backyard as they earn their
God Tags. Listen to the Spirit-filled wonder of the
College-Age folks as they return from their retreat.
See the gratitude in the face of an Alms recipient.
Feel the comfort and peace of someone who has
received a prayer shawl. Hear the lively discussions
in Sunday School and Wednesday evening classes.
Watch the youth as they serve and learn together.
Observe warmed hearts and changed lives as people
open themselves to the work of the Spirit.
You truly make a difference, and I want to thank you.
Thank you for the ways you serve, for the ways you
care for others, for the ways you participate in the
life of our church, for your part in Kingdom work.
St. Luke is not just one person, and it is not even
one group of people. It is all of us, together, loving
and serving Christ and helping everyone we know to
experience his love and grace. Thank you!
Peace in Christ,

Associate Pastor
& Director of Ministry and
Stewardship
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The information is a summary of our 2018 finances through September. Many thanks for
your faithfulness and for the many ways you impact our church and the world for Jesus
Christ. May we continue to be good stewards of God’s gifts!

SEPTEMBER 2018
Budget needs

$112,470.84

Expenses
Total income*
Expenses-to-Income difference

$98,987.82
$95,388.88
($3,598.94)

Alms contributions for September 2018
Balloon Fund contributions for 2018
Total Balloon Fund contributions to date

$4,277.00
$56,278.54
$290,013.45

Life Center mortgage balance (as of 9-30-18)

$2,208,610.51

2018 FISCAL YEAR-TO-DATE
Budget needs (as of 9-30-18)

$337,412.52

Expenses (as of 9-30-18)
Total income (as of 9-30-18)*
Expenses-to-Income difference (as of 9-30-18)

$309,901.94
$288,541.95
($21,359.99)

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
** Our fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship
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pantry
St. Luke operates a
food pantry through
God's Pantry on
Mondays through
Fridays from 1-2:30
p.m. & 6-7:30 p.m.
The clients are given
an opportunity to
pick food items to
form a nutritional
food selection. Food
supplements are
prepared from both
donated and purchased
food and contain the
items necessary to
prepare enough meals
for five to seven days.
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From the
Pantry Shelf
by Karen Hinkle
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
COORDINATOR
The pantry is looking for a new
Coordinator for the Wednesday
night operation as of January 1, 2019.
Larry Grabau has coordinated the
Wednesday night volunteers since St.
Luke assumed that evening function.
He recently decided to relinquish
the role. Larry was instrumental
in developing the team leadership
structure for St. Luke’s pantry
responsibilities and has been a steady
reliable coordinator. His leadership
will be missed.
There is an experienced group of
Wednesday night volunteers who have
committed to a rotating schedule to
serve clients. The Coordinator confirms
the monthly schedule for those
volunteers, ensures there are substitutes
when needed, communicates updates
and procedural changes as appropriate.
Anyone interested in learning

more may contact Karen Hinkle at
kphinkle@twc.com or contact Larry at
lgrabau@twc.com.
THE SPIRIT OF GIVING
As you know by now, based on
decisions by the main God’s Pantry
office, St. Luke is not providing
volunteers for the annual Sharing
Thanksgiving event. This is a loss
because for years, that event was a
means for St. Luke to enthusiastically
show Christian love and support by
serving those in need.
Many of you have expressed interest
in ensuring that St. Luke continues to
demonstrate compassionate care for our
Pantry clients and all those we serve,
and we are grateful! To that end, the
church is discussing some ways we can
share acts of love that show the people
we serve that we care about them. One
suggestion that has come up several
times is to serve coffee and baked

pantry
goods with Pantry clients the week before Thanksgiving
and maybe also the week before Christmas, and also
the Senior Commodity clients the second Mondays
of November and December. This would be a time of
sharing a simple treat, but also sharing a greeting and
conversation, demonstrating that we care. This kind of
simple, small gesture reveals the heart of God’s love at a
time when things seem so divided.
What do you think? To do this, we would need lots of
volunteers to make baked goods and to serve and talk with
our guests, and we need to decide soon. Are you willing

to help? Contact Karen Hinkle (kphinkle@twc.com,
859-421-1232) or sign up in the Connection Center with
questions, to say that you will help, or with other ideas.
SHARING CHRISTMAS.
Do you have Christmas decorations you no longer use
or unused items that can be re-gifted? We will begin
receiving such items throughout December. These
will be shared with clients who visit the pantry during
December. Gently used children’s toys and books are
great to share. These may be brought to the pantry any
weekday morning beginning December 3rd.

BLUE BARREL

SUNDAy

November brings us to the second
anniversary of the monthly Blue Barrel
Bag food collection project. You have been
consistent food angels who have helped us fill
in the gaps in food supplies during the past
twenty-four months! Congratulate yourselves!
Pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on November
11th and return on November 18th filled
with a variety of soups. There are lots of soup
choices, but do think of soups that can be
used to prepare casseroles or help extend
other foods. If you forget or are not here on
the 18th, you can drop off your contributions
throughout the month.
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The United Methodist Women
would like to thank St Luke
members for your support of the
Holiday Market, helping to make
this a successful endeavor and a fun
event. Proceeds from the Holiday
Market help provide money for
programs that benefit women and
children. Thank you!

This newsletter is also available online in full
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.
Worship Schedule:
9:30 a.m., 10:45, 11:00 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m.
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687 Child care available at all services.
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