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"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will."
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Compassion and the love of knitting/crocheting have been combined into a
prayerful ministry and spiritual practice which reaches out to those in need of
comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and joy. Many blessings are prayed
into the shawls. The Prayer Shawl Ministry of St. Luke Methodist Church meets
every Tuesday morning in Room 124 from 10:00-12:00. If you knit/crochet, or
would like to learn, please join us in the making and giving of the Prayer Shawls.
Pickleball Coming Soon to St. Luke!
Play the game of Pickleball, a fun sport that combines many
elements of tennis, badminton, and ping-pong. We welcome
all levels from beginners to advanced. Are you interested?
Stay tuned for more information or contact Moe Miller at
edmundmillerjr@windstream.net or Mark Walz at mwalz@
stlukeumc.org
Women’s Bible Study
Have you ever tried to fight worry with faith and felt you were losing
the battle? Have comments like "God’s got this!" or "Just pray about it"
only left you feeling more burdened? We know we shouldn’t worry, but
the reality is that we all do at times. Whether our concerns are personal
or global, we long for something more than platitudes that will help us
put real feet to our faith and win the worry battle. Women of all ages
are welcome to join us as we begin our 7 week study, "Joshua: Winning
the Worry Battle" by Barbara Roose. We will meet on Wednesdays
from 10:00-12:00 in Room 126 beginning on September 5. For more
information, contact Lynn Hill at lynn.hill@twc.com or text/call 859-576-9238.
St. Luke Basics (101) Class set to begin in October
Are you new to St. Luke and would like to know about the
church and ways to get involved? Beginning on Wednesday
evening, October 3, as part of Wednesday.comm, Pastor Mark
will be offering St. Luke Basics, which will explore the history,
beliefs, values, and ministries of St. Luke United Methodist
Church. The class will meet from 6-7 p.m. on the Wednesdays of October, following the
Wednesday night meal which begins at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is welcome! If you have any
questions, please talk with or email Pastor Mark at mgirard@stlukeumc.org.
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Welcome Reception for New Lexington DS
Join us for a come-and-go reception welcoming new Lexington District
Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Iosmar Alvarez, along with his wife Zulayne and
daughter Sulam on September 23 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Centenary UMC in
Lexington.
Bishop Regional Meetings
Bishop Fairley will hold a series of meetings throughout the conference beginning this
September. The theme of these meetings is: Passionate Spiritual Disciples: Growing
in the Spirit. The Lexington meeting will take place on September 17 at 7:00 p.m. at
Trinity Hill UMC. This meeting is for anyone, and everyone is strongly encouraged
to attend! Childcare is available, please just make sure to contact Jessica Wells at the
Lexington District office to make childcare arrangements.
Invest in the Life of the Community
Around Our Church Building!
St. Luke Kids' Cafe is a Tuesday after school 3:00-5:00 pm outreach to K-8th children,
providing academic help, gym time, hands-on games/crafts and a substantial snack
supper. How about investing your love in these children one Tuesday or more per month?
contact: Pam Harned 859-494-8677 or Sue Lord 859-797-1586.
Holiday Market 2018
The United Methodist Women are hosting their Holiday Market on October 12 &
13 here at St. Luke. If you would like to be a vendor, please go to www.stlukeumc.
org/holidaymarket2018 and follow the directions to fill out the application. The
vendor fee is $35 unless you are a member or regular attender of St. Luke, and then the fee is only $30. Contact
karen.girard@gmail.com for more information or any questions.
Get Connected • Want updates on church events, important announcements, and to receive the monthly
Church Newsletter via email? Each week we send out an email with important information about the life of St.
Luke. Signing up is quick and easy. Just fill out a "Get Connected" card or send an email to infoline@stlukeumc.org
asking to be put on the list. Signing up is a great way to ensure you know what's happening at the church. We
welcome anyone to sign up to receive this email.
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Worship
A NEW DAY COMING

A

s most of us know by now, we
will be making some important
adjustments to our Sunday morning
schedule. Starting on September
16th, we will be moving to two
worship services in the Sanctuary
at 9:30 and 11:00 and launching a
new service in the Fellowship Hall
which will begin at 10:45. Sunday
School classes are being asked to
adjust their start times to coincide
with the Sanctuary services primarily,
but there is some flexibility in that.
We will also be offering some meet
and greet times before and after
each service. As we have been in
discussions concerning this at all
points in the church, a few frequently
asked questions have emerged. So we
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thought we would use this forum to
deal with some of those.

Why do

we need to

change at all?

There are several reasons why the
Servant Leadership and Staff
felt like some changes need to be
made. First of all, for several years
now, there have been a growing
number of our members who have
expressed that 8:30 is too early to
start a service and past noon is too
late to close a service. We have
been considering scenarios for
some time now that would allow us

to have three services and Sunday
school all in a three hour window
between 9:00 and 12 noon. Such a
scenario was discussed at a Church
Conference a couple of years ago
but was not embraced primarily
because it would have meant that
time would have had to be shaved

from both worship and Sunday
School (instead of one hour blocks
for each we would have had only
50 minutes) and because there
would not have been any time for
fellowship/transitions between
services. So we began to explore
other options.
Secondly, there was a group that
emerged from our young adult
community that began to ask
why so many of that group were
meeting together during the week
but attending worship elsewhere.
What was it about our services
that was not engaging persons
in worship. And so a team was
put together to explore that issue,
and last Spring that team came
to the Leadership Team and Staff
and proposed launching a brand
new worship experience that
would meet on Sunday morning
and because of its interactive/
participatory nature would best fit
in the Fellowship Hall rather than
the Sanctuary.
Finally, there were growing concerns
about attendance at the Sanctuary
Services. As a general rule, services
that are less than 50% full or
more than 80% full struggle to
grow significantly. Currently the
8:30 service and the 9:45 service
are consistently less than 50% of
capacity, and the 11:00 service is
hovering at or near the 80% level.
If the church is going to grow, we

need to address that, and so the
decision was made to consolidate
from 3 to 2 Sanctuary Services.

in a season of decline of the church
in the U.S. Some polls indicate
that up to 80% of the population
of our community do not attend
church at all on a regular basis. So
there are certainly a lot of people to
“compete” for, if that’s how we look
at it. The church is in competition
with the world for the hearts of
God’s people, not with ourselves or
even other churches.

Why launch a
new service?

Studies show that if a church wants
to attract new worshipers, that
best happens when a new type of
service designed to reach people
who aren’t being consistently and
effectively engaged in worship is
launched. The 10:45 service in
the Fellowship Hall will be very
different from the services that we
currently offer in the Sanctuary, and
in the trial services that have been
offered, it has been reaching those
who are the margins when it comes
to worship attendance. Some
have wondered if the 10:45 service
and the 11:00 service won’t be
“competing” with one another. The
answer is no because each service
will be designed to reach different
demographics of people. We are

Why are we

going to have

Sunday School

classes meeting
concurrent with
the worship
services rather
than in between
classes?

This is really, if we think about it,
no different than what we are doing
now. We have some classes that
meet at the same time as the 9:45
service and some meet at 11:00.
At the heart of the matter, we are
asking the 9:45 classes to move to
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9:30 and the 11:00 to stay the same.
However, because we were aware
that the majority of some classes
prefer to worship in one style over
another, the decision about when
to meet for class (9:30 or 11:00)
was going to present a challenge;
therefore we decided to make the
two Sanctuary services very similar
in style. Though labels on worship
are artificial and sometimes more
destructive than helpful, we are
planning on the 9:30 to continue
to be traditional and more formal
(like the current 8:30 service)
and the 11:00 service to be more
“traditional” in nature but a little
less formal. A couple of classes
have made the decision to attend
both services on the 16th before
they make the decision about the
class start time.

Why not have all
Sunday School
Classes meet at
the same time,

feedback from the congregation.
Secondly, we don’t have enough
space for all of the classes to meet
at the same time. Even if we
could make some adjustments to
accommodate the current classes,
some would need to meet in less
than ideal space and there would
be no space to add additional
classes, which is necessary if we
want to grow the Sunday School
program in the future. The
9:30/11:00 schedule is the best
one to grow both the worship
services and the Sunday School.
The Leadership Team wrestled
with this issue a great deal, but in
the end decided that the decision
needed to keep in mind what
was best for the entire church
moving forward. As important
as the Sunday School Classes are
in the life of the church, the total
number of people who attend a
Sunday School class is less than ½
of the total number of those who
attend a worship service.

in between the

Which service

Services?

participate in?

two Sanctuary
A couple of thoughts here. First,
if we did that, we would either
need to continue to start the first
service at 8:30 or we would need
to start the second service at
11:30, and we did not see either of
those as a viable options based on
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will the choir
We left this up to the choir, and
they have decided to participate
in the 11:00 service every week
and the 9:30 service up to a couple
of times a month in coordination
with the First Service Ensemble
and the Handbell Choirs. In

addition, Mark Anderson will
continue to be the primary pianist
(and Pat O’Neil song leader) at the
9:30 service, and Cheryl Tolbert as
the primary pianist (with rotating
song leaders) at the 11:00. Of
course, for their special Sundays
at Christmas and Easter, etc., the
Choir will sing at both of the
Sanctuary services. The Worship
Band (minus the recently departed
Will Solomon) will primarily
be in the 10:45 service but will
hopefully also share in the 11:00
service on occasion. We appreciate
all who are willing to share in their
God-given talents to enhance our
worship experiences.

Why not have
the 11:00

at the 8:30 service has remained
relatively steady, we do not attract
many new persons to that service.
We believe (and our experience and
the experience of other churches
confirm this) that a more informal
service will appeal to a broader
range of people who are looking
to engage in worship than a more
formal service will.

Third, offer worship that is
engaging, passionate and excellent
in ways that speak to as broad a
base in our community as possible.
Fourth, provide a worship
experience where all are encouraged
to use their particular gifts to adore
and glorify almighty God.
Fifth, use worship as the catalyst
to enhance and grow all the other
ministries of the church.

service be the
traditional
service and

the 9:30 be the
contemporary
service?

The short answer is that neither
Sanctuary service will be
contemporary. We don’t have a
contemporary service now, and
no one is proposing that we add
one. In addition, the 11:00 hour
has been the hour when we have
the most guests, and so that service
needs to be the one that will appeal
to the broader demographic of
people. Part of the reason for
the decline in attendance in the
last few years has been that fewer
new persons have been coming to
worship, but in the last few months
that trend has reversed, particularly
among families at the 11:00 service.
At the same time, while attendance

What are

our goals in
making these
changes?

First, to reach as many persons
(inside the church and outside the
church) for Jesus Christ as we
possibly can and engage them in
the regular worship of God.
Second, to bring the congregation
together through intentional
fellowship and make those who
come to us for the first time
as welcome as we possibly can
through enhanced times of
fellowship.

When does

this all begin?
On September 16th we will
be celebrating this new day
in the life of St. Luke United
Methodist Church.
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a new opportunity
for worship
by John Duff
ost of you have heard the
news: St. Luke is starting a
new worship service in September!
The Staff and SLT have looked at
the big picture of worship at St.
Luke and decided to ask a team of
people to plan and develop a vision
for a new worship experience at
St. Luke. This team consists of:
Jennifer Baker, Amanda Draughn,
John Duff, Jonny Gifford, Kathy
Swango and Matt Trimble.
All six of these people are
passionate and excited about
helping St. Luke grow in its ability
to help people draw closer to Jesus
through worship. This team has
been working since January of 2018
toward the launch of the service in
the Fellowship hall on September
16th, 2018. Yes, that is coming very
soon!

M

In recent months, we have had
build-up services to slowly involve
more people and to get a handle on
leading services as a team. We have
held five services over the past five
months, with the last one being on
August 12. At our last service we
had 65 people pack into the youth
room. It was so exciting! Seeing
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that many people crammed into the
youth room excited to worship the
Lord together was a sight to see. It
seems as though the Lord has been
working to bring this together for
the people of St. Luke for a while.
The planning, prayer and hard work
is coming to fruition.

What will this new worship service
look like? What is the VISION
that God is leading us to?
The VISION we have found for
this worship gathering is: An
inter-generational Jesus-centered
community who gathers to
encounter God through
I thought you might
Spirit-led, participatory
have a few questions
and relational worship. We
about the services,
want to be a community for
so I’ve provided
all ages of people, centered on
some answers below.
Jesus Christ. In everything we do
we want the focus to be on Jesus.
WHY is St. Luke launching a new When we gather for worship we
worship service?
want to be Spirit-led and allow
Our MISSION and for the
for freedom and variety in how we
new service is: To engage more
express our praise. We want to be
people in worship at St. Luke,
participatory, meaning everyone
to help them grow closer to
interacts and shares in order to
Christ and to help them become
encourage one another to grow
mature followers of Jesus Christ.
in their faith. This involves less
Basically, we want everything we
lecture style preaching and more
do to be about helping people
interactive conversations. Lastly,
grow closer to Jesus. We believe
we believe full-heartedly that
that Jesus Christ is everything, and God works through relationships,
we want everyone to grow closer
so we intend to design our
to him. St. Luke staff and leaders
worship gatherings to help people
believe that we can do a better job
connect to one another and grow
of this through offering a different
relationally as a community.
type of worship service in addition
to what we are currently offering.

What will be important to the
work that you will not compromise
on? What are the VALUES that
will drive us to the vision?
Our values are:
1. Care for and investment in
young people. We believe that
it is the task of the church to
continue to pass the faith along
from generation to generation.
We want to help the next
generations of Christians grow
and fall in love with the Lord
just like we have. Thus, we
will unapologetically care for
and invest in young people.
This absolutely does not mean
giving less attention to older
generations. Caring for young
people ends up being a winwin, because churches who
do a good job helping young
people grow in their faith end
up being healthy churches
where older generations are
flourishing as well.
2. Freedom in worship and
planning. God’s people have
worshiped through the ages in
many different ways and forms,
and we want to be open to
different ways of expressing our
praise, as well as not be stuck in
ruts when it comes to worship
planning. We will be always
reflective and in tune with the
Holy Spirit when we plan for
each worship gathering.
3. No rituals without
understanding. This simply

means explaining what we do
and why so that young people
and outsiders can understand
everything. We believe that
rituals are very good at shaping
us and helping us to become
who God wants us to be, so
we want to explain them to
everyone so they can be aware
of why we practice them and
join in, allowing God to shape
us through the process.
4. Working in team. We very
much desire for the body of
Christ to be the body of Christ
together, and not rely on solo
leaders to guide the church.
Any one person may be great
at a lot of things, but they are
then, in turn, bad at many
things, so we need to rely on
and trust one another in order
to be the best we can be. We
need everyone to bring their
gifts and service if we are to be
the church that the Lord wants
us to be. This value is displayed
in the way God works too, as in
himself he is Trinity (a team of
three) and Jesus worked with
a team on earth (the twelve
disciples).
5. Scripture, prayer and
sacraments as central
guides to the worshiping
community. Scripture, prayer
and sacraments have guided
Christian worship through the
ages, and we intend to continue
to hold strong to these pillars.

Different denominations or
styles of worship have stressed
different ones of these three
at different points in history,
though all of them are what
God has used to guide his
church.
6. Loving God as Trinity and
loving people. Loving God
and people is at the root of
Jesus’ teaching and way of life.
Thus, we want to reinforce this
and remind ourselves, that no
matter what we do, whether we
move mountains with our faith,
or bring 1000 people to Jesus,
it simply doesn’t count for
anything if we do not have love.
As you can see, God is moving
in exciting ways at St. Luke, and
not only in this service or through
this team. If you are interested in
joining us in worship, or interested
in seeing what we do, I invite you
to come out when we launch in
the Fellowship Hall in September.
If you don’t find this new service
to be what interests you, I’d
encourage you to keep worshiping
as you always have been and join
in praying for us as we partner
together to further the work of
helping people draw closer to God
and become mature discipleship of
Jesus Christ.
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pure worship

by Mike Powers
Pastor of Building Relationships
and Introducing Christ

S

ometimes pastors have the
best seat in the house. That
thought came to me one Sunday
as the ushers brought the offering
plates forward, and our two acolytes,
Lizzie and Victoria, received the
plates to present them at the altar
table. It was customary for the
acolytes to lift the plates before the
cross, literally offering them to the
Lord as the congregation sang the
Doxology. Lizzie set her plates
down and lifted one up as those
plates could become rather heavy,
especially for our smaller children.
Victoria, however, lifted every plate
as high as she was able. About halfway through the Doxology, she was
struggling – no doubt, those plates
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were beginning to weigh a ton!
Still, Victoria gave it her best. She
and Lizzie glanced at each other,
but neither compromised her duty
in that act of worship. No one in
the congregation was more pleased
to hear the final “Amen” being sung
than Victoria.
Here is what I remember about
that wonderful, most memorable
act of worship:
We should remind acolytes to do
what Lizzie did – lift only one plate
because holding all those plates
during the Doxology can be tiring.
We can put less coins and more
paper money and checks in the
plates to make them lighter.
Better yet, we should learn from
Victoria’s example. Whether she
forgot that she could lift only one
plate or she decided she wanted to

present all of them together, in that
moment of worship, she was giving
her best to God. Period. That is all
that mattered in that one, beautiful
moment of worship.
I remember thinking that I should
walk over and help her, but then I
found myself wanting to be like her.
I wanted to worship the Lord like
Victoria. Such simple, innocent,
single-minded loyalty to do one’s
best in serving the Lord. That, my
friends, is pure worship.

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
RETURNS SEPTEMBER 12!

DO YOU HAVE HOPES AND DREAMS?

Our Financial Peace University course
can help you realize them!

C

ome join us on Wednesday evenings from
6:00-7:30 beginning September 12 for this
nine-week group that will have a Christian
perspective as we explore topics like relating with
money, cash flow planning, eliminating debt, the role
of insurance, retirement planning, real estate and
mortgages, and more.
This class is for everyone, from those just starting out
to those who have been around for a while, from those

with debt to those with no debt at all, from those
who know nothing about personal finances to those
who know some but want to gain a sound Christian
perspective on their whole financial picture and
decisions. There is a cost for materials, but assistance is
available if needed. Please sign up in the Connection
Center or contact facilitator Nora Conner, at 859-2694687 (ext. 242) or nconner@stlukeumc.org to sign up
or to get more information.
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AN ALTERNATIVE
CHRONOLOGY
Waiting and Learning in Liturgical Time
by Mark D. Walz, Jr.
As originally published in the May 2018 issue.

O

ur world is
so impatient.
If you are like me, you may find
yourself always rushing to the next
thing. Waiting for anything is no
fun! It’s boring and even annoying.
I walk fast most of the time
because I cannot stand wasting
time on my way to a destination
(even if it is my office) because
I know exactly all of the things
that need to be accomplished. I
am easily angered when sitting in
traffic because it’s boring and I am
unhappy with the way things are.
It’s frustrating! I just want to get
September
612||May
2018 2018

on with it. I mean,
who likes sitting in
traffic? I become uncentered
in traffic because I realize that I
cannot control time, not even what
I think is my own time. When
a difficult or unsettling situation
arises, or I encounter some evil in
the world, I want Jesus to come
soon. I say, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
The church is not so impatient.
As Christians, we are called to
live in an alternative chronology.
In the church, time has shape
and it has meaning. We follow a
liturgical calendar, a calendar that
outlines our schedule of worship,
rest, and celebration. Our church
calendar does not and should not
always align with the calendar

of the world.
We see the
impatience of our
culture so easily in our
superstores and shopping
malls. The Halloween stuff is up
in the summer, the Christmas
stuff is up before Thanksgiving,
The Valentine’s Day stuff is out
before Christmas, and the Reese’s
Peanut Butter Eggs are out before
Ash Wednesday! By contrast, in
Christian liturgical time, we delight
in waiting.
James K. A. Smith says that
“the liturgical calendar is a great
rhythm that resists the Hallmark
." He goes
calendar of the mall".
on to say, “the distinct marking
of time that is integral to historic
Christian worship establishes
a sense that the church is a
‘peculiar people,’ and the liturgical
calendar already constitutes a
formative matrix that functions
as a counter-formation to the
incessant 24/7-ness of our frenetic
commercial culture” (Desiring the
Kingdom: Worship, Worldview,

and Cultural Formation).

The Christian calendar is the
counter-cultural response of “the
The Christian year refers to Advent, holy catholic [universal] church”
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, to the world’s meaningless cyclical
and Pentecost. This allows us as a
calendar of the mundane, the
church to live our calendar by using materialistic, chaos, and death.
Jesus as metronome. The season
Christians all throughout time and
of Advent, just before Christmas,
all throughout the world observe
which is marked by the royal colors this liturgical calendar. The basic
of purple to signify the coming
structure of the church year was the
birth of supernatural royalty, is the
creation of the ancient churches
beginning of the church year and
in the varied cultures surrounding
begins our year by marking time
the Mediterranean Sea that were
with the birth of Christ. His birth
embraced in the Roman Empire.
is the renewal of all things.
“The church calendar aims at
nothing less than to change the

CHRIST THE KING

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

way we experience time and
perceive reality” (Mark Galli,
Beyond Smells and Bells). We find
meaning in each Christian season
as a way to find deeper meaning
in the “holidays” and to see past
the secularism or philosophy of
the world, to satisfy our hunger
and thirst for God. In the church
calendar, we seek to find rest, a time
for feasting, a time for joy, a time
for meaning, a time for mourning
and grief, a time for waiting, and a
time for the celebration of life. At
St. Luke, we celebrate monthly the
death and resurrection of Christ

ADVENT
CHRISTMAS
EPIPHANY

LENT
PENTECOST
EASTER

HOLY WEEK
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ascension, and then the coming of
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the
church.”

through an act of a holy feast called
Holy Communion.
In her book, Liturgy of the
Ordinary, Tish Warren writes: “In
the church calendar, we learn the
rhythm of life through narrative.
Every week we reenact God’s
creative work and rest. Every year
we retell the story of Jesus. Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany: the story of
God’s people longing for Messiah,
Christ’s birth, and then, slowly,
his revelation as a King to all the
world. Lent, Easter, Pentecost: the
story of Christ’s temptation, life
in a fallen world, suffering, death,
resurrection, and
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There are six distinct periods
of Christian observances in the
United Methodist Church. Each
one of these seasons focuses on
a different aspect of Christian
tradition. Most of these seasons do
not occur on the same date each
year, rather they are determined
by the dates of the two biggest
celebrations of the Christian
calendar: Christmas and Easter.
Advent is the four Sundays
preceding Christmas, focusing on
the coming King and the virtues
He brings us: Hope, Love, Joy
and Peace. The Christmas season
includes twelve days of Christmas
(“five golden riiiiiings!”) that begin
on Christmas Day, December 25,
and run through Epiphany on
January 6. The season of “ordinary
time” (a season of waiting) begins
immediately after on January 7.
Ordinary time lasts until we mark
the beginning of Lent with Ash
Wednesday, which is always 40 days
(not including Sundays) before
Easter. The dates of Ash Wednesday
and Easter are always changing,
year to year. That is because Easter

has been defined as the first Sunday
after the first full moon after March
21. The Easter season is always
fifty days long and lasts until the
day of Pentecost (the celebration
of the coming of the Holy Spirit).
The Season After Pentecost begins
immediately after Pentecost Sunday
and continues until the beginning of
Advent. This season, again, is known
as Ordinary Time.
As for the colors, the colors of
each season have meaning and
can be seen Sunday in our visual
graphics but particularly in the
Sanctuary upon the altar with
the altar cloths. Each color has a
different meaning corresponding
to the church’s liturgical calendar.
Purple, representing both royalty
and penitence, is traditionally used

during Advent and Lent. Blue
symbolizes hope and may also
be used during Advent. White
and gold are used at Christmas
and Easter to symbolize joy and
festivities. Red symbolizes fire to
represent the Holy Spirit on the
Day of Pentecost and times when
the work of the Holy Spirit is
emphasized. During Holy Week
(on Palm Sunday and Maundy
Thursday) it represents the blood
of Christ. Red is also used for
church celebrations and for All
Saints Day. On Good Friday, the
altar is stripped and no colors
or cloths at all are used. Green
represents growth and is used
during Ordinary Time, the season
after Epiphany and the season after
Pentecost, (The United Methodist
Book of Worship, 1992).
The purpose of the liturgical
Christian calendar is powerful. It

aims to produce a habit
of waiting and patience in us
that is so infused with the gospel that
our hearts, minds, desires, wills and
bodies long more and more for the
coming of the Kingdom of God. We
are a people that live by a different
timeline, a different story, than the
world does. This is God’s timeline.
The one in which He redeems
all things: our lives, our years, our
months, our weeks, our days, even
our seemingly wasted minutes. For as
the Scripture tells us, “but if we hope
for what we do not yet have, we wait
for it with patience...And we know
that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his
purpose.” (Romans 8:25,28) Time is
a gift from God, a means of worship.
Let us allow the church and the
colors of liturgical calendar to remind
us that time is not something that we
can control, time is not ours. Let us

be reminded that
our time and our waiting revolves
around God and what He has done,
what He is doing and what He will
do.
Practice waiting, of being in the
in-between, practice the holy
cycle of expectation, hoping, and
celebration. Live in and live out
the alternative chronology. Practice
patience when you are stuck in
traffic or in boring, frustrating, or
suffering situations that you cannot
control. “Because we know that
suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and
character, hope. And hope does not
put us to shame, because God’s love
has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has
(Romans5:3-5).
5:3-5).
been given to us"(Romans
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Giving MATTERS

Dear Church Family,
You have probably noticed that our September newsletter is
focused on worship, and you will see that this article is as well.
Now, you may be wondering why an article about giving is
talking about worship, and that’s a fair question. The answer
really lies in how we define worship.
Sometimes we think of worship as something we “attend” or “go
to,” but that’s really only a part of what worship really is. Maybe
it would be better if we thought of “worship” as a verb, not as a
noun! Worship is our praise and honor of God, and everything
we do in a worship service should point to God. That certainly
includes the elements of the service itself, but it also includes the
role that each one of us has. Just as we worship God with our
presence and our voices and our participation and our prayers, we
also worship God with our financial contributions. Everything
we bring as we worship is meant to honor God!
So when we “come to” worship, we come to worship, and we do
that with our whole selves. Yes, we grow as disciples and as the
body of Christ when we worship, but the primary purpose is not
what we receive; it is what we bring. Yes, your giving, everything
you bring, matters! God calls us to worship with our whole
selves, with our very lives.
I invite you to prayerfully consider what God is saying to you
about this. If you would like to talk about these things, please let
me know. I would love to sit down with you!

Peace in Christ,

Associate Pastor
& Director of Ministry and
Stewardship
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The information is a summary of our 2018 finances through July. Many thanks for your
faithfulness and for the many ways you impact our church and the world for Jesus Christ.
May we continue to be good stewards of God’s gifts!

JULY 2018
Budget needs

$112,470.84

Total income*
Expenses
Expenses-to-Income difference

$110,130.03
$102,944.27
$7,185.76

Alms contributions for July 2018
Balloon Fund contributions for 2018
Total Balloon Fund contributions to date

$4,328.00
$52,641.54
$286,376.45

Life Center mortgage balance (as of 7-31-18)

$2,234,266.75

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship
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pantry
St. Luke operates a
food pantry through
God's Pantry on
Mondays through
Fridays from 1-2:30
p.m. & 6-7:30 p.m.
The clients are given
an opportunity to
pick food items to
form a nutritional
food selection. Food
supplements are
prepared from both
donated and purchased
food and contain the
items necessary to
prepare enough meals
for five to seven days.
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From the
Pantry Shelf
O

by Karen Hinkle

rdinarily this would be a “heads
up and check your calendar”
notice in preparation for St. Luke
providing volunteers for the annual
Sharing Thanksgiving event. This time
it is a different message.
Due to changes which greatly altered
the role and function of St. Luke
volunteers, it has been decided that St.
Luke will not be providing volunteers
for the distribution of food in the
Sharing Thanksgiving event this year.
Many of you faithfully have
participated in this ministry and
community service project. For many
years St. Luke served as one of two
or three locations for clients to pick
up their food. You manned two shifts
over three days serving well over 1000
families. During the last three years
100-130 of you volunteered as St.
Luke staffed three shifts in one day
of the pickup process, first at Imani

Baptist Church and last year at the
Richmond Road Southland Christian
location. Certainly for over 10 years
St. Luke has blessed many families by
lovingly and enthusiastically serving
them as they picked up food for their
families for this important holiday.
The main pantry has implemented
additional changes for 2018.
Unfortunately, those changes
drastically reduced the responsibilities
and opportunities for St. Luke’s
congregation to meaningfully serve
our community through this project.
The number of volunteer openings for
St. Luke was reduced to 60 slots over
three shifts and those were only in
limited tasks. Also anyone under age
16 could no longer volunteer.
For St. Luke it always has been
important that anyone wishing to
volunteer would be found a task and
a place to serve including youngsters

pantry
working with their parents. The reduction in tasks to
perform and the reduction in number of volunteers
is such that many of our congregation who have
participated in this as a ministry for a number of years
would not be able to do so. For instance, last year we
had a total of 130 people who volunteered. The changes
will reduce the number of volunteers that we will be
allowed to have by over 50%. Also unfortunately, these
decisions were made without any discussion with St.
Luke pastoral or pantry team leadership. Our Pastors
have carefully considered all these changes for this year
and have communicated to pantry leadership that
the parameters given no longer allow St. Luke to view

this project as a ministry consistent with our ministry
vision and thus regretfully declined to participate in the
Sharing Thanksgiving event.
There is every hope that St. Luke can identify a
meaningful way in which to serve our neighborhood
and our community during the Thanksgiving
season. If you have ideas for an activity or project in
which our congregation can meet the needs of our
community during this time, please share with Pastor
Mark, Pastor Nora, or Karen Hinkle, Coordinator of
our God’s Pantry Team. AND, watch this space for
future details.

BLUE BARREL
SUNDAy
S

eptember 9th is “pick up your Blue Barrel Bag” day. The
supplies from donations through the main pantry have
been very limited in August; thus, we are giving you some
options. Return your bag on Sunday, September 16, with soups
of all types OR, choose vegetables such as green beans, mixed
vegetables or veggies like beets, sauerkraut or greens.
This summer our monthly contributions have been down
slightly as many families have been traveling and not in regular
attendance. As fall gears up, get back in the swing by taking a
blue barrel bag and return with needed food items to help feed
the 175-200 families who visit the pantry each week.
If you are scheduled to be away, remember, you can drop off your donations at one of our blue barrels any day of the week.
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This newsletter is also available online in full
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.
Worship Schedule (through September 9):
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m.
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687 Child care available at all services.
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