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The Monthly Newsletter of St. Luke United Methodist Church · March 2018

"Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I 
have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to 

you I lift up my soul."
Psalm 143:8
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Mountain Mission Truck is Coming! • The 
Mountain Mission is in need of socks, underwear, 
men's clothes, appliances,  coffee and creamer,  coffee 
filters, 33 gallon black garbage bags, Mean Green 
Spray, Pine-sol, heavy-duty mops, furniture polish, 

bleach, drain cleaner, and vacuum cleaners.  Please drop off donated items inside the stairwell 
storage space in the Connection Center (just past the Connection Center on the left) before 
March 19. Thank you so much for responding!

What Are You Doing Tuesday Afternoon, March 13? • Because our UK student 
volunteers will be on break, we need extra volunteers to help us in Kids' Cafe, 3:00-
5:00 pm! • Many fun options available! Please contact Sue Lord if you are willing 
to serve this one afternoon (859-797-1586, suzannehlord@gmail.com).

St. Luke to Host KMEA High School Choral Assessment 
Event • The KMEA District 7 Choral Assessment Event will 
take place on Tuesday, March 13 and Wednesday, March 14 from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at St Luke!  Throughout the day, over 1200 
high school choir students from Lexington and surrounding 
communities will be in the building as their HS choirs sing 
two or three selections each in the sanctuary for a panel of 3 

adjudicators.  The choirs will perform in 15 minute intervals. This is a very exciting day for 
those students and their directors.  You may want to see what these music students can do!  A 
schedule of the choir performances will be posted the week before. 

Silver Sneakers Class Offerings with New Times!
St. Luke is pleased to offer senior fitness classes three 
times per week indoors in the Life Center Gymnasium. 
Silver Sneakers classes are free to St. Luke members 
over the age of 65. Try them out: Mondays (chair 
yoga/stretching/balance), Tuesdays (cardio/strength), 
Wednesdays (chair yoga/stretching/balance) at 11:15 a.m. 
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
Ohio University Men's 
Choir and Scott County 
HS Choir Concert
Friday March 16
7:00 p.m. • Sanctuary

Palm Sunday Services
Sunday, March 25
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m., 
12:30 p.m. (Swahili),
3:00 p.m. (Multicultural)

Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, March 29
7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Communion
and Stations of the Cross
Friday, March 30
11:00 am - 5:00 p.m. 
(Come-and-Go Communion)

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 1
7:00 a.m.

Easter Services
Sunday, April 1
7:00, 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m.

St. Luke to Host Ohio University Men's Choir and Scott Co. 
High School Choir

On Friday, March 16, St. Luke 
is hosting the Ohio University 
Men’s Choir and the Scott Co 
HS Concert Choir!  The concert 
will take place in the Sanctuary 
at 7:00 pm.

The Singing Men of Ohio, an 
80-voice men’s choir, is led by 

former Kentucky Wesleyan College Director, Dr. Brad Naylor.  We 
hosted Dr. Naylor and the wonderful KWC Choir a couple years 
ago, and he loved the truly warm welcome from our members and 
the beautiful acoustics of our sanctuary!  Brent Merritt encouraged 
him to bring his phenomenal men’s choir through Lexington and 
share a concert with his Scott Co Choir at St. Luke.

Feeding the OU Men's Choir 
These guys will sing for food!  Help us feed the Ohio Men’s Choir 
by bringing a side dish, salad or 
dessert by 5:15 pm on Friday, March 
16. Sign up at the Connection Center.

Feed the Choir on Easter Sunday 
The Choir will be working extra hard 
on Easter Sunday! Anyone wishing 
to bring refreshments for the choir 
Easter Sunday, may sign up on the sheet at the Connection Center. 

Reminder: Hospitality Begins in the Parking Lot
St. Luke’s parking lot is one of the first things that a 
guest sees and experiences when visiting our church 
for the first time.  So not only is it important to 
provide enough spaces, it is important to designate 

guest spaces near the main entry of the building. Those who can park 
away from the main entrances for Easter Sunday are encouraged to 
show hospitality in this way.
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THE LENTEN SEASON

Our Lenten Season in the church started as 
it always does, with our traditional Ash 

Wednesday Service on February 14.   In spite 
of the fact that it was also Valentine's Day and 
pouring rain, we had a great crowd that gathered 
for the imposition of ashes and prayers for healing 
and anointing.   Lent continues through the 
month of March as we continue to give ourselves 
to prayer.  

 The sermon series "Giving Up OUR Prayers For 
Lent" will continue Sunday mornings through 
the month.  The choir is working on special music 
for both Palm Sunday and Easter as well as 
planning some special music along the way in our 
Lenten journey.   Lent, of course, culminates with 
Holy Week, March 25 - 31, which traces Jesus' 
last week before going to the cross for us.   We 
will commemorate the week with several special 
services beginning with Palm Sunday.   The Choir 

and the parade of palms prepare us for the week 
to come.  On Thursday, March 29, we will have a 
traditional Maundy Thursday Service, telling the 
complete story of Christ’s passion and concluding 
with the stripping of the Sanctuary.  Then on 
Good Friday, the Sanctuary will open up for the 
Stations of the Cross and Holy Communion.   
That will continue until 5:00 p.m. And, of course, 
all of this will lead to our wonderful celebrations 
on Easter Sunday morning.  The Sunrise service 
will be at 7:00 a.m., Sanctuary Services at 8:30, 
9:45 and 11:00 a.m.  You won’t want to miss any 
of our Lenten/Easter services. Remember, Easter 
is a great day to invite friends and neighbors and 
family members who don’t usually attend church 
to join you.   It is the one Sunday of the year 
when people are most likely to respond to your 
invitation.
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PALM SUNDAY
March 25 •  8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m.

Services of music and celebrating with worship led by our Chancel Choir.

Swahili - 12:30 p.m., Multicultural - 3:00 p.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
March 29 • 7:00 p.m.

During this service of remembering The Passion, the Sanctuary will 

be stripped of all decorations and symbols as the Sanctuary will get 

darker and darker. The church then remains bare until Easter Sunday, 

when the process is reversed and the celebration begins.

GOOD FRIDAY
March 30 • 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Come to the Sanctuary and take an individual journey with Jesus to the 

Cross of Calvary through scripture and prayer. Come and go as you are 

able. A pastor will be present to serve Holy Communion at the altar rail.

EASTER SUNRISE
April 1  •  7:00 a.m.

Come celebrate the Resurrection of the Son during the rising of 

the Sun! Outside the church under the cross and the flame logo. 

Jeremy Arnold will be leading the service.

EASTER SUNDAY
April 1  •  7:00, 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m.

Join us for Easter Worship! Invite your family, friends and neighbors for 

this wonderful celebration of the Risen King. Sunday School is at 9:45 

a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Child care is available throughout the morning.
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On February 4, John Duff 
ended his sermon message by 

asking each of us to find something 
we are passionate about. I was 
privileged to go on an Emmaus 
Walk in Wilmore during the fall 
of 2011. This was an amazing 
experience that I wish everyone 
I know could have! During that 
week, I discovered what it means 
to be a true disciple of Christ. Of 
course, this is a life-long learning 
experience, and one that I am 
enjoying very much. 

We all know that the church in 
America is having to compete with 
the secular world for our attention. 
If the church is going to continue 
to grow it is going to be up to us 
to grow it. Here at St. Luke, our 
mission is to see “Jesus Christ in 
Every Life.”  One way to fulfill this 
mission is to help each of us grow in 
our faith walk with Christ.

Our local Emmaus Community 
sponsors a 72-hour spiritual walk 

that is designed to help members 
of God’s church become servant 
leaders in their home church. 
Servant leaders serve the Lord out 
of love and gratitude for all He 
has done in their lives. They have a 
heart for sharing the "agape love" 
of Christ with all those the Lord 
places in their path.

Right now, the community is in the 
process of evaluating how to move 
forward with this mission. I believe 
the future of our church will depend 
on our children, our youth, our 
college-age young adults, and our 
young families. 

It is evident the youth and college-
age young adults we have read 
about and seen during the Ministry 
Moment videos are well on the way 
in their discipleship journey thanks 
to the leadership of Jeremy Arnold 
and John Duff (thanks, guys for your 
commitment).  Mrs. Susan Cutshall 
and the parents of our young 
children are just as committed to 

seeing our young children get a firm 
foundation of faith here at St. Luke. 
Thank you to Mrs. Susan Cutshall 
and the parents who know what a 
priceless gift this foundation will 
provide these children. 

The March 7 Wednesday.comm 
meal's focus is to raise money to 
establish an Emmaus scholarship 
fund here at St. Luke! This will 
enable us to sponsor several St. 
Luke members on an Emmaus 
Walk in the future. 

Many St. Luke members have 
experienced an Emmaus Walk in 
the past or are actively involved now. 
Thank you for supporting this effort.

This is my 
passion 
and I thank 
Jesus for it. 

WHAT IS 
MY PASSION?
by Libby Johnson
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For the past several years, Jeremy Arnold has 
been a wonderful pastor, mentor, leader for 

the youth of St. Luke.  Jeremy has not only 
served the youth in an extraordinary way, 
but he has also been an integral part of the 
St. Luke staff team. In December of last 
year, Jeremy completed his seminary work. 
At the meeting of the Kentucky Annual 
Conference in June, Jeremy will receive his 
Local Pastor’s License, which will enable 
him to be appointed as pastor of a local 
church.   Jeremy has indicated that he is 
feeling that God is calling him to pursue 
that, and so at the end of June, Jeremy will 
be leaving St. Luke in order to pursue an 
appointment to pastor his own church.  This 
is such an exciting time for Jeremy, Michelle, 
and Naomi, and though we are going to miss 
all of them at St. Luke, I know you will join 
me in praying for them as they go forward 
into this next phase of ministry.  The Staff 
Parish Team in conjunction with the Youth 
Leadership Team, Youth Counselors and the 
youth themselves have begun the process of 
searching for a new youth leader. Please be 
in prayer for these. And especially pray for our young 
people in this time of transition. 

BREAKING NEWS
FROM
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Change and opportunities are on the agenda for the 
St. Luke God’s Pantry site this year. 

On January 29th all Fayette County pantry 
sites were visited as part of an expanded 

audit by representatives from Feeding America. That 
organization sets standards guiding all food pantry 
operations to ensure public health safety. The St. Luke 
pantry fared very well in that review. However, there 
are several changes that all pantry sites must make. 
Some are minor and already have been implemented. 
For example, ensuring trash cans are covered, placing 
grids in the bottom of all freezers, and having an 
exit sign over the double service doors.  We must be 
diligent about keeping frozen chicken separate from 
other meats. We will be changing the solution used to 
clean the meat coolers after their use each day, and we 
must identify and have the data sheets for all cleaning 
products used in the pantry.  Other changes include:  
1. Phasing out use of recycled plastic grocery bags due 

to health safety concerns. The main pantry is seeking 
to find a donor or source for purchasing new bags 
for all pantries to use.  A client can still bring their 
own bags and use them for their food.  Thanks to the 
generous folks at St. Luke for the thousands of bags 
you have donated for our use in the past. 

2. Not reusing the large egg carton boxes for any 
food pantry purpose.  This applies to the daily 

pantry and to the once-per-month Senior 
Commodity food distribution. The main pantry 
will provide boxes for the Senior Commodity food 
distribution. In the daily pantry we will continue 
to use other small boxes. 

3. Not distributing any food product or package 
that does not have an ingredient label on it. An 
example of this is small containers of applesauce or 
other fruit that come in a pack of 4 or 6.  We often 
receive the individual containers not in a pack. We 
will no longer be able to accept and stock such 
individual items.

Another new opportunity involves St. Luke as a test 
site for receiving prepared foods for distribution to 
clients. The first project is refrigerated pizzas from 
Little Caesars Pizza.  We are receiving these two 
days a week in a special delivery straight from the 
participating store. It involves some administrative 
steps such as recording temperature, weighing and 
applying labels to each box.  Thus far, clients have 
been enthusiastic about this new option. We have had 
to adjust use of our limited refrigerator space and, 
with main pantry assistance, hope to add additional 
refrigerator capacity. 

From the 
Pantry Shelf
by Karen Hinkle
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There have been days in January and February that 
some categories of foods have been empty or very 

limited. We are serving at least 650 clients each month. 
Your generous support of the Blue Barrel Bag project 
is critical to helping us have options available for the 
families that come in.

Please pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on Sunday, March 
11 and return it on Sunday, March 18 with breakfast 
items: oatmeal, cereals, pop tarts, breakfast bars, pancake 
mix, etc.

BLUE BARREL 
S U N D A Y
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Save the dates for your 
family to experience 
faith, fun and 
fellowship together! 

“Where two or three 
people gather in my 
name, I am there with 
them.” Matthew 18:20

Parents/Grandparents will 
join their children exploring 
God’s Word through stories, 
games, crafts, science, & songs! 

WE ARE STRONGER TOGETHER
Family VBS

June 19-21, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
(Optional Gym Time from 8-8:30 p.m.)

Do you love spending time with your grandchildren?  Of 
course you do!  Have you considered investing in their 
relationship with Jesus?  We would love for you and 
your grandkids to be part of our Family VBS this 
summer! June 19-21, 6-8pm with optional gym 
time from 8-8:30. 

 “But watch out! Be careful never to forget 
what you yourself have seen. Do not let 
these memories escape from your mind as 
long as you live! And be sure to pass them 
on to your children and grandchildren.” 

Deuteronomy 4:9 NLT

cALLING all Grandparents!
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Did you know that you can 
make an impact right where 
you live?! We have some very 

special buckets ready for you to do just 
that. These buckets will help us share 
the true reason we celebrate Easter! 

Each bucket will have a large egg filled 
with 5 items that tell the Easter Story. 
(Explanation included!)  It will also 
have 11 regular eggs. You fill 10 of them 
with candy or prizes & leave one egg 
empty! It represents the empty tomb!  
(Complete directions are provided.)

An Easter Invitation postcard will be 
included along with an activity book 
that shares more about the wonderful 
hope of Easter. Take one, take two 
or more and impact families in your 
neighborhood in a wonderful way! 
Buckets will be available March 11th-
25th at the Connection Center. 

Egg-a-Neighbor
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In the next few days, Karen and I will 
be excited to eliminate two major items 
of debt from our portfolio.   We will be 

completing the sale of a townhouse that we 
bought ten years ago for our daughter to live 
in while she completed law school, and we 
will pay off early what we owe on our Toyota 
RAV4.   What a great feeling that will be!   It 
will also free up several hundred dollars of 
disposable income a month that we can use 
for other things:  church offerings, retirement 
fund, savings and paying down the mortgage 
on our house.   

I don’t know about you, but I really hate to be 
in debt.   I particularly hate paying our hard 
earned money to other entities in interest on 
debt.   That is why, over the last three years, we 
have purchased several "balloons" in support 
of the balloon fund.  

When I first started at St. Luke more than five 
years ago now, the Life Center was brand new 

and the church was just beginning to realize 
all of the areas of ministry that were going to 
be opened up by this wonderful facility.   But 
we were also faced with the prospect of a 20 
year multi-million dollar mortgage (more than 
a million of which was interest payments).  It 
was clear that the payments on the mortgage 
would eventually rise to $250,000 per year 
(about 1/4 of the annual church budget).   It 
was obvious that could have a chilling effect 
on the mission and ministry of the church.   
We started talking about what we could do, 
who we could reach, the places we could go as 
a church, if we could get out from the burden 
of that debt in a shorter period of time and 
free up those mortgage payments for outreach 
and mission and worship.  We did the math 
and concluded that if we could at least pay 
the debt in 1/2 the time, that by the year 
2024 we would be able to use that $250,000 
we were paying in mortgage payments for 
mission and ministry, not to mention save 
one million dollars in interest payments over 

Why I
Support the 
Balloon Fund
by Rev. Mark Girard
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the life of the loan.   To do that we would 
need to pay an additional $78,000 per year 
directly to the mortgage.   The Balloon Fund 
was conceived because we realized that what 
we were really talking about was being able to 
soar into a wonderful future for St. Luke.   In 
order to do that, we would need to "sell" 130 
physical balloons (biodegradable) per year 
at $600 per balloon.   Periodically, we would 
release the balloons and watch them soar 
into an exciting future.  There were naysayers 
that said it couldn’t be done, but they were 
wrong!  Individuals and Sunday School classes 
and other groups said "We want to see the 
church soar into a bright future." They bought 
balloons so that in the first three years of the 
fund, we not only reached the goal of 130 
balloons, but soared past it!   Together, we 
have reduced the debt by more than $250,000.   
Karen and I have bought several of those 
balloons and, because we have also been able 
to eliminate a mortgage and car payment from 
our personal expenses, we will be able to buy 

even more balloons in the future.   It is so 
exciting to think that in just a few short years 
we will be able to eliminate the churches debt 
and enable the church to soar into even greater 
areas of mission and ministry.   Won’t you 
come and soar with me in 2018?

       
 Pastor Mark
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In Christ,

Associate Pastor
Director of Ministry and
Stewardship

When 
we think of giving, 
we usually think of tithing or 
giving of our financial resources.  
And that is certainly an 
important part of our growth and 
commitment as disciples.  There 
are things we learn about trust, 
about God, and about ourselves 
through financial stewardship 
that we don’t learn any other 
way.  However, as disciples, God 
also calls us to give of our whole 
selves.  God asks us to give of 
ourselves as we learn about the 
Bible and how it applies to our 
daily lives.  We are called to 
give of ourselves when we serve, 
not just because we are helping 
at a point of need, but also 
because we allow Christ to use 
us, because we are representing 
Christ to others, because we see 
Christ in those we serve.  We 
give of ourselves by participating 
in worship, where our presence 
edifies the body of Christ, and 
together we praise God.  We give 

of ourselves in 
all our interactions 
with others, as we show 
that we are Christians who are 
formed in Christ.  We give of 
ourselves when we pray, when we 
open ourselves to relationship 
and conversation with God.  
We give of ourselves when we 
witness to others of what Jesus 
has done for us.  Being a disciple 
of Jesus Christ means giving of 
our everything.  It ’s not an easy 
way, but it ’s our calling.  It ’s 
what God calls us to because the 
world will know Christ by the 
way we live.

Your giving matters!  Want to 
learn more?  I’d love to sit and 
talk with you!  Catch me when 
you see me at church, or contact 
me at nconner@stlukeumc.org or 
859-269-4687.

MATTERS

Giving
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*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

JANUARY 2018
 Budget needs $116,043.20

 Total income* $99,953.44
 Expenses $99,157.15
 Expenses-to-Income difference $796.29

 Alms contributions for January 2018 $3,959.37
 Balloon Fund contributions for January 2018 $16,523.54
 Balloon Fund contributions year-to-date (as of 1-31-18) $52,862.87

 Total Balloon Fund contributions to date $250,523.45

 Life Center mortgage balance  (as of 1-31-18) $2,333,771.12

The information is a summary of our 2018 finances through January.  Many thanks for 
your faithfulness and for the many ways you impact our church and the world for Jesus 
Christ.  May we continue to be good stewards of God’s gifts!
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These supplies enable people to 
begin the overwhelming job of 
cleaning up after the recent flooding 
in eastern and Northern Kentucky. 

Cleaning Kit Materials
• Liquid laundry detergent (One 50-oz. or two 25-oz. bottle(s) only)
• Liquid household cleaner (12-16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with water. No 

spray cleaners.)
• Dish soap (16-28 oz. bottle any brand)
• Can air freshener (Aerosol or pump)
• *Insect repellant spray (6-14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective cover)
• Scrub brushes (Plastic or wooden handle)
• *Handi Wipes or reusable wipes (No terry cleaning towels)
• *Sponges (Non-cellulose sponges or “foam sponges” only. )
• Scouring pads (No stainless steel, Brillo pads, or SOS pads, nothing with soap built in)
• Clothespins
• Clothesline (One 100-ft. or two 50-ft. lines, Cotton or plastic)
• *24-roll heavy-duty trash bags (33 to 45-gallon sizes)
• Dust masks
• Kitchen dishwashing gloves
• *Work gloves (Cotton with leather palm or all leather)

*Especially needed to complete our currently underway cleaning buckets

Please leave these items in the Connection Center at the 
UMCOR Table or contact Allen Porter at alport1941@gmail.com.



March 2018 | 17

January for the church is a time 
of reflection as we complete the 

annual report for the Conference.   
Let's take a look back for a 
moment and reflect on what was 
another good year of ministry for 
St. Luke.   The first category we 
report is membership.   As always, 
this report is a little bittersweet.   
Overall it shows that we are up to 
1,834 members, placing us among 
the largest churches in Kentucky.    
That number includes 15 new 
members through profession of 
faith as well as 10 who transferred 
in from other churches.   That’s 
the sweet.   The bitter comes in 
recalling the dear Saints who 
passed from our presence in 2017.  
We lost some dear saints.   

The report also shows an increase 
in average attendance at worship.   
While overall the three morning 
services held steady, increases came 
in other services. We also finished 
the year averaging 51 worshiping 
by live streaming which was 
new this year, both for St. Luke 
and on the report.   Of course, 

that number is a little deceptive 
because it assumes only one person 
watching for each computer that 
logs in.   There is no way to know if 
more than one person is watching 
on a particular computer, so it is 
probably is safe to assume that the 
actual number is a little higher.   

The statistics also showed a reverse 
in a troubling trend over the last 
few years.   We had been showing 
declines in the number of visitors 
overall and, in particular, those 
visitors who became regular 
attenders; however, in 2017 that 
number increased slightly. What 
the figures imply is that we don’t 
get as many visitors as we once did, 
but when visitors did come they 
were more likely to get involved 
and stay around in 2017 than they 
have been in the past few years.  It’s 
a positive trend, but we still have 
work to do.   This category really 
relates to us all, because most do 
not initially come to the church 
because of advertising, or the 
pastor, or the facility.  The key is in 
personal invitation.  This category, 

more than any other, gauges just 
how invitational we all need to be.  

The next category is the number 
of persons involved in Sunday 
School, Small Groups, and other 
short-term growth groups.  All of 
these showed healthy growth in 
participation in 2017, as did the 
number of persons participating in 
missions and service.  The final stat 
that is notable is an increase in the 
number of persons served through 
the church's outreach ministries.  
What a joy it is to see the number 
of persons who are volunteering 
in mission and ministry.  All these 
numbers reflect a growing, vital and 
active church.   Way to go St. Luke!  
But we must not rest on our laurels.  
We did well in 2017 - but we can 
and should do even better in 2018.   
Scripture tells us that to those who 
are given much, much more will 
be expected.   God has certainly 
blessed St. Luke.  We are blessed to 
be a blessing.

LOOKING BACK AT 2017
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On February 12, several St. 
Luke leaders, as well as leaders 

from several other churches in the 
Lexington District, met at Wesley 
United Methodist Church to hear 
an update from Bishop Fairley and 
Rev. Julie Hager-Love, Director of 
Connectional Ministries, concerning 
the work of the Commission on a 
Way Forward.   

The Commission on a Way 
Forward was proposed by the 
Council of Bishops and approved 
by the 2016 General Conference, 
which became stalemated around 
the issue of human sexuality.  This 
commission was formed to do a 
complete examination and possible 
revision of every paragraph of the 
Book of Discipline concerning 
human sexuality and to explore 
options that help to maintain and 
strengthen the unity of the church. 

This has been an issue that the 
church has struggled with at every 
General Conference (which meets 

every four years and includes 
delegates from all over the 
world) since at least 1972.   The 
Commission's charge was to come 
up with a plan which would allow 
the church to move forward on 
these issues, in anticipation of 
a called General Conference in 
February of 2019. 

The Commission, which is made 
up of representatives of world-
wide Methodism, will present 
their conclusions to the Council 
of Bishops in the next couple of 
months, and the Bishops will either 
adopt the work of the Commission 
or formulate a Way Forward on their 
own, which will be the only thing 
considered at the 2019 General 
Conference.   The final report of 
the Bishops will be released in late 
spring or early summer.   The report 
we heard on February 12 was mostly 
a report on how the Commission 
has gone about their task and the 
options that the Commission 
has been considering.   Those 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
THE COMMISSION ON A WAY FORWARD
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church leaders that were present 
heard very preliminary sketches 
of possible ways forward for the 
church.   Those sketches ran the 
gamut of retain the status quo and 
call for greater accountability of 
clergy and churches to becoming 
a more regional church with more 
localized entities (jurisdictions, 
Annual Conferences, perhaps even 
local churches determining the way 
forward for their region and church.)   
Each one of the sketches present 
many challenges if adopted, and the 
preliminary discussions have already 
led to a great deal of debate at all 
levels of the church.   As you can 
imagine, there is much speculation, 
largely premature, about the ultimate 
plan that will come before the 
General Conference next year.   

It was clear from the presentation 
by the Bishop and Rev. Hager-Love 
(who serves on the Commission) 
that there is still much work to be 
done by the Commission before 
the final report is presented to 

the Council of Bishops.   Once 
the update on the work of the 
Commission was presented, the 
church leaders engaged in a time 
of holy conversation around the 
tables, which was a very rich and 
informative time.   As the final 
report becomes known, we will 
certainly keep the church informed. 
In the meantime, may we continue 
to focus on our primary mission as a 
church and that is Making Disciples 
of Jesus Christ.   

The mission and the ministry of the 
church must move forward.  Let us 
avoid the unfounded speculation 
and rumors  and continue to 
serve our community and world, 
welcoming all persons through our 
doors, and living lives that are the 
reflection of Jesus Christ, and in that 
way move ever closer to our vision 
of Jesus Christ in Every Life.   Once 
the final report is released, with the 
plan to be presented to the General 
Conference, we are tentatively 
planning to hold a church forum to 

which everyone will be invited in 
order to better understand what is 
going to be presented to the special 
General Conference and the impact 
it might have on St. Luke.   In the 
meantime, there will be voices that 
emerge that claim to speak for the 
United Methodist Church, but they 
do not, and often times their voices 
are hurtful to many on all sides 
of the discussion.   Don’t listen to 
them.   The only person/body that 
speaks for the United Methodist 
Church is the General Conference, 
which is made up of delegates from 
every Annual Conference in world 
Methodism.   For now, let’s join 
together in praying that God’s Will 
is done in these matters and in all 
that the United Methodist Church, 
and St. Luke does in the name of 
Jesus Christ.

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
THE COMMISSION ON A WAY FORWARD



Worship Schedule: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.


