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"Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; 
give thanks to Him and praise His name."

Psalm 100:4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday.comm Closing Event
Our Wednesday.comm closing event 
will take place on Wednesday, May 2 
from 5:15-7:00pm. This will include a 
dinner and our biannual Make-a-Difference Night! Be sure to make plans to 
attend. More details and information will be available in the coming weeks.

Financial Peace University Returning this Fall at St. Luke!
Mark your calendars--This life-changing course by Dave 
Ramsey will be offered at St. Luke again this September!  
This class is for everyone, from young adults to those who 
have been around for a while, from those with debt to 
those with no debt at all, from those who know nothing 
about personal finances to those who want to gain a sound 
Christian perspective on their whole financial picture and 
decisions.  Questions?  Contact Nora Conner, nconner@
stlukeumc.org or 859-269-4687. 

Attention ALL St. Luke Women!  
Are you ready for some good food, fun and fellowship? Please mark 
your calendars and plan on attending the UMW Multicultural Event 
on Saturday, April 14th from 11am to 2pm in the Fellowship Hall. Our 
UMW unit has joined with our own Congolese sisters in Christ here at 
St. Luke to plan for a time of celebration. There will be a pot luck lunch 
with food from around the world, skits, and songs as we share our joy 
in Christ while getting to know each other better. Questions? Contact 
Janet Garrison 272-3226.

Dear. St. Luke UMC,

Just brief note to say thank you for all of the prayers, support, and simple 
acts of kindness shown to my family and I during this difficult season. 

God's speed and love always,
Joe Keyser
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by Connie Rouse

This day marks the anniversary of the modern 
environmental movement which began in 1970, 

when the emphasis was on smog.  It’s believed that over 
1 billion people in 192 countries take part in what is 
the largest civic focused day of action.  Earth Day is a 
day of political action and civic participation.  Faith 
leaders, including the Pope, connect Earth Day 
with protecting God’s creation of the world 
and encourage us to protect the world and 
its resources.

This year’s focus is on plastic pollution, 
particularly single use plastics.  The goals include: 
the end of single use plastics, and promoting 100% 
recycling of plastics.  We are being encouraged to reject, 
reduce, reuse, and recycle all plastics.

St. Luke is involved in an active recycling program 

through the city of Lexington.  We recycle paper 
(office paper, bulletins, etc), soft drink cans and bottles, 
water and juice containers, “tin” cans, cardboard and 
pasteboard (cereal type boxes and even pizza boxes!).

We have chosen not to use Styrofoam products, as they 
never disintegrate.  Instead we are using paper plates 

and cups which will disintegrate in the landfills.  
We use “real” dishes and silverware whenever 
possible – in order to lessen our carbon 
footprint.  Did you know the dishwasher in 
the Connection Center kitchen can clean a 
loaded tray of dishes in a 1 minute cycle?

Help to keep Earth Day all year. St. Luke has blue recycling 
containers in every room in all parts of the building.  Let’s 
do our part to clean up and protect our earth and its 
resources; so we all can continue to enjoy clean, safe drinking 
water, clean streams, lakes and the oceans.

APRIL  2 2
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Recently, Pastor Nora came to 
me with kind of a good news/

bad news scenario.   The good news 
was that for the first couple of 
months of the year our giving was 
slightly ahead of last year.   But the 
bad news is that, even at that, we are 
not keeping up with the demands 
on our funds precipitated by the 
addition of the last two mortgage 
payments (about $43,000) into the 
general expenditures in 2018.   And 
that unless something changes, the 
church was going to be unable to 
pay our bills and meet our ongoing 
obligations in the very near future.   
Our usual pattern of falling behind 
throughout the year and then making 
it all up in November and December 
was not going to work this year.  
"What should we do?",  she asked.   
So I gave her the very reassuring 
answer that I would think about it 
and pray about it (and hope for a 

miracle).  I’m sure that helped her 
rest easy at night!   

I did take it to God in prayer, 
expecting, I think, God to give 
me some great insight on how to 
solve this problem in the church; 
to work that miracle in us.  "What 
are you going to do about this 
God?", I prayed.  But God turned 
the question back on 
me:  What are you going 
to do about it?  I argued 
with God (as I am prone 
to do):  “What do you 
mean God? I’m doing 
all I can.   I am paying 
my tithe.  I am trying to 
communicate positive 
messages about money 
in the newsletter and 
occasionally from the pulpit.  And 
here I am praying about it!   What 
more can I do?”  The clear answer 

was this:  "Examine your own 
giving.  Are you really tithing?"  
My first reaction was to assert that 
Karen and I have been tithing all of 
our married lives.   For more than 
forty years, we have been writing 
a check to the church every week 
and placing it in the offering plate 
on Sunday morning.  If there was 
a Sunday or two we missed, for 

whatever reason, we would make 
it up at the end of the year, so that 
on December 31 we would be 

PAYING OUR 
TITHE FORWARD

by  Rev. Mark Girard

"Examine your 
own giving.  

Are you really 
tithing?" 
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“caught up” on our tithe for the 
year that was ending.  We even give 
additional offerings on a weekly 
basis for special ministries like 
Alms, and the Balloon Fund, and 
the Methodist Home.  What more 
is required of us?  

I went back and reread the 
scriptures concerning tithing.   Two 
things jumped out at me: the first 
was the admonition to give 10 
percent of all that God had blessed 
me with back to the church.  I had 
been doing that but, the second 
thing that jumped out at me was 
that ten percent was to be the “first 
fruits” of the harvest.   In other 
words, the first 10 percent.  And as 
I thought about that, it was clear 
to me that all of these years we 
had been doing it wrong.   Because 
rather than sending the first 10 
percent of the harvest directly to 
God’s storehouse, we had been 
putting the whole harvest in our 
storehouse and then “tithing” it in 
small portions week by week.   I 
came to the realization that was 
not what God had in mind when 

He told the people to 
bring their first fruits to 
Him.   The true concept 
of tithing was to fill up 
God’s storehouse before we 
ever put any of the harvest 
into ours.   So, rather than 
making sure we had paid 
our tithe completely by the 
end of the year, we needed 
to pay our tithe forward.   
Because, you see, by paying 
it periodically throughout 
the year and then catching 
up at the end, our tithe 
was really coming out of 
the leftovers of the harvest, 
rather than the first fruits.   Rather 
than the tithe being a faithful 
response to God’s blessings, it 
had become more of a business 
transaction.  Instead of paying the 
tithe forward as an act of faith and 
worship, we were really paying it 
with the church in the rear view 
mirror, and leaving us with the 
option of taking a different way if 
the road got a little rocky at some 
point in the year.  

I came to realize that 
the answer to the 
question that God had 
put on my heart: "Are 
you really tithing?" was 
truly "NO."  Under 
that conviction, Karen 
and I made the decision 
that we needed to 
become first fruit 

tithers, and so the next Sunday (a 
couple of Sundays ago now), when 
we wrote our tithe check, we paid 
it forward for several months in 
order that the fruits might be in 
the Lord’s storehouse where they 
belong, rather than ours.   

It was a major step of faith for 
us, but that’s what the tithe was 
intended to be all along.  God 
has never failed to bless us when 
we have been willing to step out 
in faith.   And fair warning, I am 
praying that God will work on 
your heart as He has worked on 
ours.   I look forward to the day 
that St. Luke becomes a church 
of first fruit tithers and we begin 
the year with God’s storehouses 
full.  Because imagine what God 
could do through us then in our 
community and our world.   

"I came to realize 
that the answer 

to the question 
that God had 

put on my heart: 
'Are you really 
tithing?' was 

truly 'NO.'"

"The true concept or 
tithing was to fill up 
God’s storehouse before 
we ever put any of the 
harvest into ours."
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St. Luke University has been operational for over 
one and a half years now!  Since the beginning 

of our adventure we have held strongly to mission of 
helping college students draw closer to Jesus Christ.  
We do this through various activities that help the 
group connect and share in their struggles.  College is 
an age when young people ask lots of questions, like; 
Who am I?  How do I do relationships? And what 
is the impact I will have in the world?  Part of our 
purpose is to create a safe place for everyone to explore 
these ideas in relationships with others.

This winter, the college group decided to go ahead 
and recruit some of the high school seniors who will 
be joining us this year.  On March 4th, we served the 

meal at SLUMY (youth group) and joined them for 
worship and small group.  This gave us time to build 
relationship with some of the older youth who will be 
joining the college-age group soon!  We look forward 
to building these relationships more in the future so 
that Jesus can teach us all how to love Him and one 
another better.  

If you are, or know of anyone who will be a college-
age student soon, please contact John Duff for more 
information about our group.  Our upcoming events 
include a camping trip to the Gorge on April 6th, 
small groups on Monday nights, and more fun times 
to come in the summer.  Join us in our mission of 
making disciples of young people at St. Luke!
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Think how many different meals someone might make 
with various pastas including spaghetti, fettuccine, rotini, 
macaroni, lasagna noodles, etc. Many of those need pasta 
or tomato sauce, or diced tomatoes, stewed tomatoes or 
tomato paste.  Pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on April 8th 
and return it on April 15th filled with a selection of these 
items. And let’s shoot for 2,000 pounds this month! 

From the 
Pantry Shelf
by Karen Hinkle

I am convinced that “St. Luke” 
can be translated as “generous 

people.”  Whether it is 1,000 
pounds, 1,500 pounds or the 
occasional terrific 2,000 pounds 
each month, your Blue Barrel Bag 
contributions mean food on the 
pantry shelves to fill the gaps in the 
supplies available from the main 
pantry. Do you wonder just how 
much food is needed to keep the 
pantry operating? 

In four weeks ending March 
12, our location served over 700 
families.  I did some quick math 

based on the size of the families 
and the number of cans and 
packages of food that families of 
various sizes  can choose during 
their once-a-month visit. Just in 
the vegetables, fruits, and starch 
categories, this many families 
require at a minimum 13,000 
pounds of food.  Yes, that is six and 
a half tons of food in a four week 
period!  These figures don’t include 
the bread or the frozen meats that 
the main pantry supplies.   

There are weeks that donations 
coming in through the main pantry 

may be very limited. Sometimes 
it may be  cereal, or fruits, or 
tomato products. Sometimes it is 
the canned meat that is missing 
completely. This winter, for some  
reason, pastas and  tomato products 
have been very limited.  Thus, these 
are our targeted need for April.

So, does your donation of 2, or 5 or 
10 cans of food count? You bet it 
does. We only reach 1,500 pounds 
of food one can or package at a 
time.  Is more needed?  Always! 
Thanks St. Luke, for embodying 
the definition of “generous people.”

BLUE BARREL 

SUNDAY
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SLUMY (St. Luke United 
Methodist Youth) is a place where 
youth can come together and experience 
the love of Jesus in and through each 
other. We eat food together, we play games 
together, we listen to the stories of God in 
the Bible and in personal testimonies and 
discuss matters of faith in small groups. All 
young people in grades 6-12 are invited to 
come be one of us!

Sunday School: 9:45-10:50 a.m. 
Sunday Nights: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 6-7:00 p.m. 
(basketball in gym afterward until 7:30 p.m.)

We are blessed to have a part in the spiritual development 
of children at St. Luke. 

Everything we do is determined by our core values: 
S Supporting Families
T Transforming Kids through Targeted Teaching
L Loving & Safe
U Under God's Authority
K Kid Focused
E Engaging and Fun

Jesus loves children and we do too!  If you have questions about our 
ministry, please contact Susan Cutshall scutshall@stlukuemc.org

Children’s Ministries 
at St. Luke UMC
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VBS is GRAND!
We would love for YOU to bring your grandchildren to our 
family VBS!  Make some wonderful memories that will be 
cherished for years to come with your grandkids! June 19-
21, 6-8:00 pm (dinner included). Optional gym time from 
8-8:30. Register today!  stlukeumc.org/VBS 

 “But watch out! Be careful never to forget what you yourself 
have seen. Do not let these memories escape from your mind as 
long as you live! And be sure to pass them on to your children and 
grandchildren.” 
Deuteronomy 4:9 NLT

Register today at stlukeumc.org/VBS!
“Where two or three people gather in my name, I am there with them.” Matthew 18:20

Families will explore God’s word through stories, games, crafts, science, & songs! 

June 19-21, 6-8:00 pm 
Dinner Included!

(Optional Gym Time from 8-8:30)

http://stlukeumc.org/VBS
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A 
distinguished 
minister was crossing 
the Atlantic on an ocean 
liner.  He noticed a man 
seated in a chair of the 
liner reading the Bible.  
Approaching the man, he said 
to him, “Forgive my curiosity, but I am a minister.  
I see you here daily reading the Bible.  I assume 
you are a Christian.  Tell me something about 
yourself.”

The stranger said, “I am a Filipino, and some years 
ago I came to a university in the United States to 
study law.  The first night on campus a student 
came to see me to welcome me and offer his help.  
He asked me where I went to church.  I told him 
my denomination.  He said, 'I know where that 
church is located, and it ’s not easy to find.'  So he 
made a map for me and left."

“Sunday morning it was raining hard, and I 
thought to myself,  'I won’t go to church today.'  
Then, there was a knock at the door, and it was my 
new friend.  His raincoat was dripping wet and on 
his arm he had two umbrellas.  He said, 'I thought 
you might have a hard time finding your church, 
especially in the rain, so I came by to walk along 
with you and show you the way.'"

“I thought to 
myself, ‘What 

kind of fellow is this?  If 
this man is so concerned 
about my religion, I 
ought to at least know 

something about his.’  So 
I asked him, ‘Where do you 

go to church?’  He said, ‘The church is just around 
the corner.’  So I offered the suggestion that we go 
to his church this Sunday and mine next Sunday.  
I went to his church, and since then I have never 
been back to my former church."

“After four years I reached the conclusion that 
the law was not for me, but that I was being 
called into the ministry.  I went to seminary at 
Drew University, became a Methodist minister, 
and was appointed to a church in the Philippines.  
My name is Valencious, Bishop Valencius of the 
Methodist Church in the Philippines.”

The man with two umbrellas is a symbol of 
contagious Christianity.  We find him and her in 
the Church again and again.  That is someone who 
makes a relationship with Jesus so winsome and 
attractive that others are drawn to what they see 
lived out so clearly.  Someone you know is waiting 
for an invitation to join you at church this Sunday.  
Just in case, you may take an extra umbrella.

TWO UMBRELLAS
by Mike Powers, Pastor of Build and Introduce
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Wednesdays in April 
beginning April 4
6:00-7:00 p.m.
How much is enough?  In a culture of shiny, 
appealing distractions, “enough” seems 
elusive and keeps us chasing our next “thing.”  
However, the Giver of Life promises freedom 
from this ultimately empty downward spiral.  
In Shiny Gods, a four-week video-based study 
by United Methodist pastor Mike Slaughter, 
we will discuss priorities and how to break free 
from a lifestyle of “must have” and move into a 
lifestyle of generosity for God.  Please join us!  
Questions?  Contact facilitator Nora Conner, 
nconner@stlukeumc.org or 859-269-4687.

New Wednesday.comm Study Begins in April
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there is “something for 
everyone.”  This ministry 
includes Sunday School 
classes, periodic small group 
Bible studies, and covenant 
small groups.  It also includes 
our Wednesday.comm 
programming which focuses 
developing community and 
spiritual growth through a 
weekly meal, community 
fellowship, service 
opportunities, and a variety of 
classes and groups.

• Our Sunday morning worship 
services, which incorporate 
wonderful music, great 
preaching, and attentiveness 
to liturgy and the Christian 
calendar as we come together 
to praise and honor God.  

• Our music ministry includes 
our 8:30 choral ensemble, our 
Chancel Choir, our Praise 
Band, and our Handbell 
Choirs. Each of these serves 
on a regular basis, enhancing 
our worship services and 

D id you know that your 
contributions make a real 

difference in real lives?  Did 
you know that our budget is 
called our Ministry and Vision 
Budget for this very reason?  It 
is intentional and proactive, 
and it is reviewed regularly.  It 
is driven by our ministries, and 
there is no “fluff,” in there; it ’s all 
“meat,” and every element in it is 
designed to move us toward our 
vision of Jesus Christ in Every Life. 

Our Ministry and Vision budget 
incorporates a comprehensive 
overall ministry that meets 
people no matter where they are 
on the discipleship pathway.  

Here’s a quick look:

• Children’s ministries that 
include Sunday morning 
Power Hour (Sunday School) 
and God’s Backyard (children’s 
worship), Wednesday evening 
Bible-based activities and 
music, Family Vacation 
Bible School, Kids’ Café, and 

periodic family activity nights.

• Youth ministries that include 
Sunday School, Sunday 
evening Youth Group 
(SLUMY), Wednesday 
evening Bible study, and 
summer activities for fun, 
community, and service.

• Young adults, especially 
focused on the college-
aged, that includes St. Luke 
101, a Monday evening 
time of study, worship, and 
fellowship, as well as regular 
fellowship activities, service 
opportunities, and spiritual 
growth retreats.

• A Multicultural ministry that 
includes our Multicultural 
Worship Service, our Swahili 
Worship Service, and regular 
times of prayer and fellowship.

• An Adult Discipleship 
ministry that is intentional 
about providing a variety 
of classes in groups so that 

MATTERSGivingGiving



April 2018 | 13

who have received sizeable 
funds through sale of a 
property, an inheritance, 
etc. Funds are placed with a 
charitable foundation, and 
then they are dispersed at your 
timing and direction.  

Have questions?  Want to talk 
about any of these things?  I’d 
love to sit down with you!  And 
please know that I pray for each 
of us and for St. Luke as we seek 
God’s will.

In Christ,

Associate Pastor
Director of Ministry and
Stewardship

MATTERS
helping us praise and worship 
God through music.  

• Our Going Forth (missions 
& outreach) ministries have 
a tremendous impact in our 
immediate neighborhood, in 
the greater Lexington area, 
throughout Kentucky, the 
United States, and throughout 
the world.  

• Our Build and Introduce 
(building relationships and 
introducing to Christ) Team 
organizes great hospitality, 
follows up with our guests, 
and develops ways to connect 
more people with St. Luke.

Did you know that your 
contributions did all this?  God 
has positioned and prepared 
St. Luke to reach many people 
and touch many lives.  What 
an incredible opportunity!  
God does not ask that any 
one of us, or even just a few 
of us, participate in this work.  
God asks that each one of us 

participate; anyone and everyone 
who calls St. Luke their church 
home has a part, and each one 
is needed.  You are needed.  
Without each one of us doing 
our part, our ability to offer the 
ministries we believe God is 
calling us to will be limited.

There are many ways to give at 
St. Luke:

• Your check or cash placed in 
the offering plate on Sunday 
mornings, dropped off during 
the week, or your check 
mailed to the church.

• Online at www.stlukeumc.org 
(click “Give Online”).

• Through stock donations.  
This is an easy way to make 
contributions, and like all 
contributions to the church, 
they are 100% tax deductible.

• Through foundations.  
This can be a good way to 
contribute for some people 
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*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

FEBRUARY 2018
 Budget needs $116,043.20

 Total income* $86,942.52
 Expenses $100,813.02
 Expenses-to-Income difference ($13,870.50)

 Alms contributions for February 2018 $3,810.00
 Balloon Fund contributions for 2018 $19,044.54
 Total Balloon Fund contributions to date $266,019.99

 Life Center mortgage balance  (as of 2-28-18) $2,321,370.71

The information is a summary of our 2018 finances through February.  Many thanks for 
your faithfulness and for the many ways you impact our church and the world for Jesus 
Christ.  May we continue to be good stewards of God’s gifts!
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Janice Smith is turning 90 on April 17, and we 
would like to create an album for her with letters 

from our St. Luke UMC family filled with your 
recollections of time spent with her and how she has 
blessed your life. We will also have baskets at the 
Connection Center and Welcome Center where you 
can place cards for her beginning March 25. Marilyn 
Collins and Joanne Beidleman are compiling this 
album. The deadline is April 10. 

Here is our contact information:
 
Joanne Beidleman               Marilyn Collins
2064 Twain Ridge Dr.         4717 Trace Ct.
Lexington, KY 40514          Lexington, KY 40514
jobeidleman@twc.com        marilyncollins1954@gmail.com
859-278-3973                     859-296-1055
 
Thank you so much for making this a very special  
celebration for Janice 

JANICE
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Worship Schedule: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.


