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"Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love 
endures forever." 

1 Chronicles 16:34

LINE
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Sharing Thanksgiving
Stories and more about how you can get involved this 

Thanksgiving on page 2.  



by Karen Hinkle

“I like to volunteer, and I especially like to feel 
that I am giving back to my community,” says 

Stephanie Bush, as a reason why she has been 
a St. Luke volunteer for the annual Sharing 
Thanksgiving God’s Pantry event.  Stephanie has 
been an industrious ‘turkey handler’ at past events.  
She also says,  “I get great satisfaction from 
interacting with the people we are helping.” 

Neita Falkner comments,  “ I enjoy trying to help 
people, and this is such a group effort by St. Luke.  It is 
satisfying to be part of that effort for our community.”  
Neita has worked to bag eggs and butter to be ready to 
put into the grocery carts. This is a task for which one 
can sit, so it fits those with physical limitations.

Doug Sell states 
“ Our entire 
family enjoys 
working together 
and also enjoys 
working with 
others, which 
is why we have 
volunteered at 
the Thanksgiving 
event.   When 
our daughter 
and family are 
visiting, they 
have joined us in 
the effort, and everyone has pushed carts.” 

Tuesday, November 21st  is the day that St. Luke will 
provide the majority of volunteers to distribute food to 
over a thousand families in three shifts as part of God’s 
Pantry  Sharing Thanksgiving Food Distribution. 
This year the event will be at the Richmond Road 
Southland Christian Church location.   Shifts will be 

9-11 a.m., 1-3 
p.m., and 5-7 
p.m.  There 
are tasks for 
a variety of 
ages and 
for a range 
of physical 
abilities.  
Assignments 
range from 
holding doors 
and greeting 
families, to 
monitoring 
the line of 
clients as 
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they move through registration, bagging butter and eggs, 
filling carts with boxed food, bags of potatoes and onions, 
and assisting families to their car. Many tasks give you an 
opportunity to show St. Luke’s loving Christian spirit.

We need about 40 volunteers each shift. Volunteers can 
work one shift, but no one will object if someone wants 
to work two shifts or all three shifts.  We have been 
advised that the work area will be heated and will have 
good lighting! For all those needing to get in their steps 
for the week, there should be few curbs to navigate. 
Sign-up sheets are located on the wall near the Life 
Center Desk or send an email to Karen Hinkle at 

kphinkle@twc.
com

As Pastor Lowell 
Langefeld has 
said,  “It feels 
good to volunteer 
and to know 
you are helping  
others.”
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By John Duff
 

Are you growing more into who God wants 
you to be?  Are you experiencing a deepening 

relationship with God in your daily life?  These 
are two important questions in the area of 
Discipleship.  Many people become stagnant and 
dissatisfied in their Christian life simply because 
they forget to ask themselves these questions and 
don’t have others asking them these questions!  

Though each individual must be responsible and 
self-initiating in their own spiritual journey, St. 
Luke’s job is to help provide practical ‘Next Steps’ 
for folks in their relationship with God.  This is 
what our Discipleship Fair is all about: helping you 
find ways to grow in your faith, stepping out of your 
comfort zone to allow God to shape you more into 
who he wants you to be.

St. Luke will be holding our Discipleship Fair on 
November 12th.  There will be booths of different 
discipleship opportunities which will range from 
service, growth and outreach.  The fair will be held 
before and after the three morning worship services, 
so please stop by and check out the different 

opportunities for you to take your next step in 
deepening your relationship with Christ.  
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We’re not that different from Joseph. True, 
we may not be part of a story that will 

be remembered for all time, but like Joseph, we 
encounter circumstances that we’d never choose for 
ourselves. At times, it can be tempting just to walk 
away, but Joseph provides us a great example of 
humbly obeying God even when we don’t understand, 
faithfully moving forward in the strength that God 
provides. In his new study Adam Hamilton examines 
Christmas through the eyes of Joseph so that we can 
learn to accept and glorify God’s will even when our 

situation makes it difficult to do so.

John Duff will be leading Adam Hamilton’s new 
study, ‘Faithful: Christmas through the eyes of Joseph’, 
this Advent season on Sunday nights from 6:00-7:30.  
All St. Luke members are invited to participate in 
this special season of anticipation and preparation for 
Christmas.  Advent starts on the 3rd of December, 
but the study will run from November 26th – 
December 17th, so we won’t have to have class on 
Christmas Eve Sunday. 
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The St. Luke UMC’s Children’s Ministry 
Leadership Team invites you to 

SLED IN 
MOVIE 
NIGHT!
Featuring the Movie- “Home Alone“  
Everyone welcome! 
Saturday, November 18th, 
6:00pm in The Loft
Movie! Games! Contests! Prizes!
Kids– Build and Bring your very own 
SLED for judging!
Wear your Christmas PJ’s!
Popcorn Bar, snacks and 
drinks provided.

Sign up at the Children’s 
Information Table!

A St. Luke Advent Study



Dear St. Luke Family,

Last month, I talked about our 
identity as a generous family, and 
I shared some examples of tithes 
and offerings.  This month, I’d 
like to share more about what 
tithes and offerings are, 
what they have to do with St. 
Luke, and what they have to do 
with you.

What does the Bible say about 
this topic?  Well actually, the 
Bible has quite a lot to say 
about it.  Money is the topic 
mentioned more in the Bible 
than any other, not because God 
needs our money, but because 
God knows that money can 
be a significant barrier in our 
relationship with him.  All we 
have comes from God, including 
our money, and God depends on 
us to use it wisely and according 
to his guidelines, both for our 
own good and for the good 

of God’s kingdom.  A tithe is 
10% of our income; it is the 
“baseline” of what we contribute, 
and God uses it to further his 
ministries through the local 
church (Deuteronomy 14:22).  
Of course, 10% of our income 
can sound like a lot of money, no 
matter how much we make.  

In his book, Practicing 
Extravagant Generosity, UMC 
Bishop Robert Schnase has some 
helpful words on this topic.  He 
notes that we find it hard to tithe 
because our society’s values shape 
our perceptions more than our 
faith’s values do, but we can take 
it one step at a time and grow 
into it over a few years.  Schnase 
goes on to say that if you have 
been active in the faith for years 
and participate in worship, study, 
fellowship, and service but do 
not tithe, you should prayerfully 
and seriously consider why you 
are avoiding the calling to serve 

God in this way. Schnase asks, are 
you submitting to the values of a 
consumerist culture, or will you 
allow God to use this practice to 
change your life and spirit?     

Here at St. Luke, we rely on your 
trust in God and growth toward 
the tithe as we work together in 
carrying out the ministries of the 
church.  As we consider our tithes 
and offerings, growing toward 
the tithe should be our first step, 
and special offerings come next.  
Without your tithes toward 
our Ministry and Vision Fund 
(general offering), the ministries 
to which God has called our 
church can’t happen.  Our 
generosity and offerings beyond 
that to special funds and offerings 
like our Alms Fund, Balloon 
Fund, and the 5th Sunday 
offering to the United Methodist 
Home for Children and Youth 
extend our impact for God and 
God’s kingdom even further!

MATTERS
Generous People in Action

Giving
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Stewardship Update Through September 2017

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

September 2017
 Budget needs $                 113,518.80

 Expenses $        96,129.22
 Total income* $                 87,737.86
	 Expenses-to-Income	difference $         (8,391.36)
2017 Year-to-Date

 Budget needs (as of 9-30-17) $     1,021,669.20

 Expenses  (as of 9-30-17) $              928,301.15
 Total income  (as of 9-30-17)* $      861,865.69
	 Expenses-to-Income	difference		(as	of	9-30-17) $              (66,435.46)

 Alms donations for September 2017 $          4,610.00
 Balloon Fund contributions for September 2017 $           927.00
 Balloon Fund contributions year-to-date   (as of 9-30-17) $         36,764.87
 Life Center mortgage balance  (as of 9-30-17) $             2,423,434.85

Tithes and offerings?  Yes, St. 
Luke relies on both as we carry 
out our ministries, but more 
importantly, your spiritual 
growth and relationship with 
God are intricately connected 
with this aspect of our lives.  
God gives us everything, and 
God allows and calls us to share 
a small part of it as we partner 
with God in his work in the 
world, as we grow in the things 
of God’s kingdom.  

I’m praying for you as you 
consider these things.  Want 

to talk about it?  I’d love to sit 
down with you!  Contact me at 
(859) 269-4687 or nconner@
stlukeumc.org, and we’ll set up a 
time to visit.

In Christ,

Associate Pastor
Director of Ministry and 
Stewardship
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By John Duff

As you might have noticed 
by now St. Luke has 

decorated our walls with some 
scripture!  In the hallway on the 
way to Fellowship Hall we have 
placed part of the Lord’s Prayer: 
“Our Father in heaven, holy is 
your name.  Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it 

is in Heaven.”  In the hallway 
by the Connection Center, next 
to the elevator, we have placed 
a scripture from 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4: “For what I received I 
passed on to you: that Christ 
died for our sins, that he was 
buried, and that he was raised 
on the third day according to 
the Scriptures.”  We thought you 

might have some questions, so 
take a look at our answers!
Why are we decorating our walls 
with scripture?  First, because 
it displays the fact that we value 
the Bible as our foundation of 
Truth.  The Bible is the essential 
foundation for guiding us in our 
lives as Christians and teaching 
us truth.  Second, because putting 
scripture up in a decorative way 
makes the building more attractive 
to newcomers.  We do not want to 
fill every inch of our walls, but a 
few space-enhancing pieces of art 
goes a long way in making a church 
welcoming. 

Why did we choose these 
scriptures?  We chose the 
scripture from 1 Corinthians 
because it is a clear and concise 
description of the Christian 
gospel: that Christ died for our 
sins, was buried and was raised on 
the third day.  We put this in one 
of the most visible and trafficked 
areas in the church so lots of 
people can see it.   The section 
of the Lord’s Prayer we chose 
because we value prayer as a gift 
of God’s grace, a discipline to be 

THE WRITING ON THE WALL
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cultivated, and absolutely essential 
for spiritual growth.  It is also on 
the way to the prayer chapel, so 
it helps set the environment for 
prayer to our holy God.  

Our vision at St. Luke is: Jesus 
Christ in Every Life!  There are 

many steps to get to this vision, 
one of which is standing firm on 
the foundation of Scripture that 
has been handed to us.  Let’s 
join together in loving God and 
each other with everything we 
are, building a culture of Christ-
centered disciple-making!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Did You Know?  • In the United Methodist Church the Advent wreath, with four candles on 

a wreath of evergreen, is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of God. Each 
Sunday of the Advent season we focus on one of the following four virtues Jesus brings to 
us: Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. We light the Christ candle (the center candle) on Christmas 

Eve or Christmas morning to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world!
 

Advent Season is just around the corner, and we are seeking families or groups to participate in 
lighting the Advent candles during each of the morning worship services on December 3, 10, 17, 
24. We will also need families/groups to light the candles during the Christmas Eve services at 
5:30 and 7:30 p.m.
 
If you would like to be a part of this tradition, a sign-up sheet is posted in the Connection Center 
or you may contact Mariann Reinke, Director of Worship, at mreinke@stlukeumc.org or 419-494-
3335 to  let her know you would enjoy assisting with the Advent candle lighting in a December 
worship service. 

St. Luke Basketball K-8th League Registration Open •  The brand new and improved 
St. Luke Basketball League for K-8th grade is starting soon! We are in need of 
volunteers, coaches, and referees. Participants will also be needed! Want to register 
your child? Sign up at www.stlukeumc.org/basketball. Questions? 

Contact basketball@stlukeumc.org for more information. 

Nathaniel Mission Thanksgiving Meal • Help feed our brothers and sisters in need this 
Thanksgiving! The Nathaniel Mission will be hosting their annual Thanksgiving meal 
on Tuesday, November 21. St. Luke has been asked to provide the rolls and cranberry 
sauce for the event. Sign up at the Connection Center and return items there on Sunday, 
November 19.

The Mountain Mission Truck is Coming! • The Mountain Mission is in need 
of school clothes and shoes, school supplies, winter clothes, coats, and jackets 
for men, women,  and children. Coffee and creamer, vacuum cleaners for stores, 
tall kitchen bags, paper towels, 33 gallon garbage bags, toilet paper, S-M-L latex 
gloves, Febreeze air fresheners, rubber bands, safety pins.  Please drop off donated 
items inside the stairwell storage space in the Connection Center (just past the 

Connection Center on the left) before December 4. Thank you so much for responding!
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From the Pantry Shelf  
by Karen Hinkle

BLUE BARREL SUNDAY
P lan now to pick up your Blue Barrel Bag on 

Sunday, November 12th and return on November 
19th filled with canned meat and non-meat protein 
items.  This means canned tuna, chicken, chili, beef 
stew, salmon and even Spam and Vienna Sausage. 
Non-meat protein items include peanut butter, pork-
n-beans, pinto or great northern beans, cannelli beans, 
kidney beans, refried beans and black beans.  You don’t 
have to include all of these. Pick one or two items and 
fit your choices to your budget.  The non-meat protein 
items are relatively low cost items so 6-8 cans of beans 
can be under $5.00.  Every can adds up.

Volunteering at the pantry can provide 
exercise, camaraderie, and the satisfaction 

of helping others. Schedules can fit your needs 
ranging from once a month to several times a 
week. Volunteer options include Monday through 
Friday stocking in the mornings f rom 10 until 
noon or serving clients f rom 12:30 until 2:30 
or 3 p.m.  Orientation is provided.  For more 
information contact our Volunteer Scheduler 
Kathy Gendreau at katgen452@twc.com. You may 
also contact Karen Hinkle at kphinkle@twc.com 
for more details.     

Can’t make it to the grocery before our Blue Barrel 
Bag Sunday?   Donations can be made to the pantry 
fund at St. Luke.  Just note "St. Luke pantry" in the 
memo line of your check.  This fund gives us the 
option to purchase essential food items when they are 
not available from the warehouse. 

Some basic household items such as dish-washing 
liquid, laundry detergent, face soap, toilet paper and 
paper towels are rarely available. For those on limited 
incomes these items can come last on the list of must 
haves. We would be interested in your thoughts about 
our periodically hosting collections of small sizes of 
these items or seeking financial contributions for such 
items which would allow us periodically to purchase 
and provide to pantry clients.  
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Worship Schedule: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

This newsletter is also available online in full 
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

Dear Prayer Shawl Ladies,

In early March, I was the recipient of one 
of your Prayer Shawls— given to me by my 

friends, Anne Farris and Francie Sewell. I had 
just had a surgery at Markey Cancer Center for 
a large malignant mass in my pelvis and was told 
that I needed 28 radiation treatments and six 
rounds of intense chemotherapy. My prayer shawl 
accompanied me for each and every treatment. 

I cannot tell you what comfort and strength it gave 
me. I added my prayers to those each of you had 
knitted into the shawl. 
I have now finished my treatments and according to 
the doctors, have every reason to expect a full recovery 
and return to health!  I am more grateful to you than I 
can ever express.

Yours in Christ—
Hilma S. Prather
Somerset, KY

Thank You


