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Inspired to Serve
God's Pantry at St. Luke Takes Many Dedicated Volunteers
by Karen Hinkle
Our God’s Pantry location here at
St. Luke is a very active ministry.
Our pantry is open every day of
the work week (Monday through
Friday) and serves families twice
a day (1:00-2:30 p.m. and 6:007:30 p.m.) It takes a lot of people
to run the pantry efficiently
and to keep it fully stocked. In
addition to our day coordinators it
takes 15-20 volunteers each week
to serve as stockers. They unpack
the day’s delivery, organize and
stock the shelves, and prepare the

commodity food boxes. Another
15-20 volunteers serve clients in
the afternoon. The evening shifts
also have 3-4 persons each night.
In a given week there may be 60
individuals serving as important
members of this ministry.
What inspires these volunteers to
serve in this ministry? What do
they gain from it?
(continued on page 13, "On the
Pantry shelf ".)

“He says, 'Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.'
The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.”

Psalm 46:10-11
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KENTUCKY ANNUAL CONFERENCE
CONVENES JUNE 12-14 IN BOWLING GREEN, KY

I

n a few weeks, I will be
attending my 37th Kentucky
Annual Conference. This year
we will be back in Bowling Green
at the Convention Center there. It
is hard for me to believe that every
June for 37 years I have been a part
of this Conference. In my early
years in Campus Ministry, I was
part of the host team. In fact, 8 or
9 of the 11 years I was at Eastern
Kentucky University, we hosted
Annual Conference. In those days,
delegates (including the Bishop
and District Superintendents)
stayed in the college dorms. Karen
and I would go the day before and
make sure their rooms were clean
and make up the beds, and leave
a welcome basket for them. I
remember one year, we went to get
the Bishop’s Room ready (which
was one of the “suites” designated
for the resident assistants) and
discovered that the standard bed
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had been replaced with a water
bed. Bishop Duffey was not keen
on waterbeds so we had to make
other arrangements at the last
minute.
The last year we were on a college
campus was Bishop Morgan’s first
year in Kentucky. When he saw
the arrangements we had made
for him in the dorm, he was most
gracious but went immediately
and checked into the Holiday
Inn. Of course, shifting from
college campuses and dorms to
Convention Centers and hotels
increased the cost of Annual
Conference exponentially.
The last year we were at EKU,
delegates paid $10 a night for the
room. This year, nearly all the
hotels/motels in Bowling Green are
charging more than $100 a night.
But no matter where we meet, it is
always a great gathering of United

Methodists intent on serving God
as best we can. When we gather
in Bowling Green in a couple
of weeks we will be ordaining
new ministers, celebrating the
retirement of 17 clergy persons, and
honoring those who have passed on
this last year. Tuesday night ( June
13) will be the Missions night
and an offering will be received
from all of the churches to support
Scholarships for our Camping and
Retreat Centers. This will be a
great way to continue our support
of Aldersgate Camp. If you would
like to contribute to this offering
you can send a donation to the
church or place it in the offering
plate in the next three Sundays.
Please be sure and mark it for
"Conference Mission Offering."
In addition to the special
recognitions, delegates will hear
updates on ongoing ministries,

proposals for
new initiatives,
and consider the
Conference budget
for the coming
year. We will also
consider several
amendments to the
UMC Constitution
that were passed
by General
Conference
last year. The
Conference will
conclude on Wednesday with the Bishop reading the
clergy appointments for the coming year. But, as always,
the most important part of the Conference will be the
gathering of delegates from more than 800 churches
celebrating our connection with one another. United we
stand. Divided we fall.

on Monday, June 12. We’ll gather immediately
following the morning sessions at the Montana
Grill. If you are going to be in Bowling Green,
come and join us. Please be in prayer for all these
as they represent St. Luke.
Pastor Mark

St. Luke will have 8 delegates to the Conference this
year. Four laypersons ( Jim and Donna Eastburn,
Wendell Barnett and Julie Duff ) and four clergy persons
(Mark Girard, Nora Conner, Bob Ockerman and Reid
Buchanan). There will also be St. Lukers serving there
in other capacities, as well as retired clergy (like our
own Lowell Langefeld). As has become our tradition,
all persons who are attending Annual Conference and
associated with St. Luke will gather for lunch (my treat)
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CHANGE THE WORLD and I AM CHANGED

T

he Going Forth Team is offering opportunities
to be of service with the team from St. Luke
going to Guatemala June 18-25, 2017.

What can you do? We are looking for people
to serve, pray, and give.

Serve

How can you serve? Assist in raising awareness of and
fundraise for Guatemala trip. Everyone is welcome.
Volunteer to be part of the support team that prepares
the team for the trip.

Pray

How can you pray? Pray for our ministry partners in
Guatemala, pray for the villages the teams will serve.
Pray for the team members from St. Luke UMC who
will travel to Guatemala. Pray for safety during the
trip. Pray that God would use the team to fulfill His
will and that relationships will be built and everyone
will grow in their walk with Christ.

Give

How can you give? You can be part of the trip by
donating to the Mission Trip Fund. Purchase shares
at $25 each.
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Want to know more? Contact Reid Buchanan at
rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.

Giving MATTERS

Generous People in Action

I

witnessed something so fun
a couple of Sundays ago—
parents with their children at
our Save-A-Million progress chart
in the church lobby, explaining to
their children what it represented.
How marvelous it was to see the
importance of this initiative being
conveyed to children, both helping
them understand an important
financial matter and affirming
their partnership and importance
in the plan. In effect, the parents
were inviting their children to be
a part of the legacy—a legacy of
good stewardship, and a legacy of
discipleship.
As many of you know, our SaveA-Million plan and the associated
Balloon Fund are our initiative
to pay down the debt on our
Life Center mortgage early. All
contributions to our Balloon Fund
are paid directly to the principal
on our mortgage in addition to
our regular mortgage payments.
Currently we are in year three
of a ten year plan. Of course all
payments directly to our principal
reduce our debt and save interest,
but when we achieve this goal, we
will have saved $1,000,000 just in

interest on our loan, in addition to
paying the debt off ten years early.
What an amazing opportunity for
the long-term health of our church
and ministries!
Soon our lobby display will be
updated to include a large balloon
outline and filled with balloons
representing the people who are
impacted through our ministries
in the Life Center as we work
through our goal this year. You
probably remember that Pastor
Mark introduced this idea during
worship a few Sundays ago. There
is a basket on the table that has
balloon cut-outs with names on
them. Please take one or more
of these balloons! Each name is
someone who is served through
ministries in our Life Center. Pray
for that person, then ask God how
you can support our Life Center
ministries. Write on the back of
the balloon your commitment to
pray, give, and/or serve, then bring
the balloon forward during worship
and place it on the altar. These are
the balloons we will use to show
our progress on our Save-a-Million
plan this year!

Your participation matters. Your
prayers, your service, your witness,
your presence, and your giving, they
all matter. And please note “Balloon
Fund” in the memo line with your
financial contribution to the plan.
Questions? Want to learn more?
Not sure how to get started? Please
contact me at nconner@stlukeumc.
org or 859-269-4687. I’d love to
talk with you!
In Christ,

Nora Conner
Associate Pastor
Director of Ministry
and Stewardship
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H

ey friends! My name is Jonathan Greene. I am from
Lexington, KY, and I am a sophomore at Western
Kentucky University, majoring in Biology and Chemistry. I
grew up attending St. Luke United Methodist Church and my
parents are Cathy and Randy Greene.
Going back to my childhood, I remember how excited I was
for family road trips to visit my grandparents in Florida. I
would swim in the lake outside their house, beg my grandma
Mimi to buy donuts, and help Mimi and my mom make
family dinners. Those are some of the memories I want to hold
on to for the rest of my life. When I was 10 years old, Mimi
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. It’s hard to clearly remember
who my grandma actually was. My memories are clouded with
images of her struggling to recall her favorite stories and of my
family deciding to put her in a memory unit.
A couple months after putting Mimi into the memory unit,
my family was visiting for Christmas. On our last day, Mimi
refused to get out of bed. My family tried everything to entice
her to get up. This made for a very snappy grandmother, who
clearly wasn’t thinking as her real, loving self. It also made for
an upset mom. When my main comforter, my mom, needs
comforting, I know something is wrong. It hurts to know
Alzheimer’s can be passed down genetically and is a possibility
in my mom’s future. I can’t imagine suffering how my mom
has suffered.
I’ve decided to go on Bike4Alz to fight for my grandma’s
memories, for the future of my mom’s memories, and for my
memories of two beautiful women I love.
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Bike4Alz is a non-profit organization
whose mission is to raise money and
awareness for Alzheimer’s disease. We
do this by cycling across the country.
We started in San Francisco on May
20 and will be ending in Virginia
Beach this
summer, a
total of 3,600
miles that will
take two and
a half months
to complete.
Along the way,
we will stop in
various cities
and towns to

four rides have
raised over
$200,000 for
Alzheimer’s
research. The
2017 ride will
be the fifth
ride. Our goal
is to raise
$100,000.

host fundraising events and to
spread our cause. We are comprised
of 7 students from Western
Kentucky University, of which five
are biking and two are driving.

On Monday
evening July 10, 2017 we will
be stopping in Lexington, KY
for the day and will be hosting a

fundraising event. This event will
be at Goodfellas Pizzeria on
Manchester Street at the James
Pepper Campus. We will have
food and drinks available. We are
hoping to raise more money for
Alzheimer’s research by hosting
a silent auction as well. More
information coming soon and time
to be announced.
You can visit our website at
www.bike4alz.org or email
Jonathan at greene.jonathan@
bike4alz.org for more information.

Bike4Alz started in 2010 and has
had a total of four rides. Those
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Stewardship Update Through April 2017
April 2017

Budget needs

$

113,518.80

Expenses

$

104,912.71

$

114,969.48

Expenses-to-Income surplus

$

10,056.77

Budget needs (as of 4-30-17)

$

454,075.20

Expenses (as of 4-30-17)

$

448,883.14

Total income (as of 4-30-17)*

$

398,315.31

Expenses-to-Income deficit (as of 4-30-17)

$

(50,567.83)

Alms donations for April 2017

$

5,468.00

Balloon Fund contributions for April 2017

$

14,848.00

Balloon Fund contributions year-to-date (as of 4-30-17)

$

25,528.00

Life Center mortgage balance (as of 4-30-17)

$

2,484,063.28

Total income*

2017 Year-to-Date

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

WORSHIP
MUSIC
Sunday
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Sunday, June 11 will be a very special musical worship celebration
featuring scripture, testimonials, and a wide variety of music from
some of your favorite old hymns to inspiring praise songs led by
the Worship/Praise Team. The Chancel Choir, in their final Sunday
until they return in August, will sing a gospel favorite, “City Called
Heaven” with Brett Harris, a phenomenal young soloist from Brent
Merritt’s Scott Co. HS Choir. In addition, the choir will sing a
wonderful arrangement of “Majesty.” We are also looking
for two or three persons in each of the three services who
will share with us their favorite hymn/worship song
and a brief word (2 or 3 minutes) about why that
hymn/song speaks to you so powerfully. If you
would be willing, please let Mariann Reinke,
Will Solomon, Mark Walz or Mark
Girard know ASAP.

JUNE 11

Dear St. Luke Family,

I

thought you might enjoy some of my remembrances!
I found St. Luke in the most unusual way. I was on
a bus in Jerusalem, and I met a couple there who
attended St. Luke. I told them I was looking for a new
church home, and they invited me to visit. My background
was Baptist, and for many years I was an active member
of the Christian church with my husband and children, so
when the Lord told me, “St. Luke Methodist is your church
and these are your people,” I was surprised!

I joined on November 19, 1978, when the church was just
two years old. At that time, St. Luke met in the Woodhill
Shopping Center and Woody Church was the pastor, and I
became active in Sunday School and the choir. And I can
remember worshiping in what is now the Fellowship Hall
and clapping when our number reached 100! Over the
years I was in the Keenagers Sunday School Class, I taught
Vacation Bible School, I taught other Sunday School
classes and groups, and I was active in the missionary circle. My
heart has always been in missions, too. You may not know this, but
21 years ago, Cheryl Farmer and I went to China to take in Bibles!
That was kind of frowned on by that government, but God sent us,
and God was with us. Even with all this, though, my primary ministry for over 40 years has been intercessory prayer.
I have children and grandchildren I love and am very proud of. They
live from Kentucky to Maryland to Colorado to California, and
they are nutritional counselors, missionaries, chaplains, and seminary
students. Now I live at Ashland Terrace Retirement Home, I just
turned 89 years old, and I spend my days in prayer and reading. St.
Luke has been and still is an important part of my life, and I am
grateful God sent me there.
Love to the staff and members of St. Luke,

Janice Smith
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St. Luke at
Aldersgate
Landon
Porter:

2017 Counselor

I'm from Lexington, Kentucky, and I will be a sophomore this fall at
the University of Kentucky studying Marketing. I love to be active and
outdoors with my friends, especially while hiking and playing basketball. I also enjoy talking sports, turning up Lecrae, and drinking Ale
8! Aldersgate has been home to me as long as I can remember, so the
opportunity to serve this place and these campers is such a blessing. I
can't wait to see what God has in store for this summer!

Philip
Brodersen
2017 Kitchen Crew

I'm thrilled to be on staff and in the kitchen, both for a third summer!
I'll be in the morning shift, so that means that I'll be cooking breakfast
and lunch. In the afternoon, I'll be running around camp and hanging
out with everybody else! I love all things Taylor Swift, tiger, or elephant
related and will talk with anyone and everyone about these things. I can't
wait for camp this summer!
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Jr. High
Discipleship

Sr. High Cabin

Jr. High
Rising Grade 7-9

Sr. High
Rising Grade 9College freshman

Xtreme
Adventure 1

Middle School
Cottage

Middle School
Rising, Grade 6-8

Elementary
Horse 1

Elementary
Cabin 1

Older Elementary
Rising
Grade 5&6

Jr. High
Adventure 1
Sr. High Sports
& Archery

Jr. High Horse 1

Middle School
Cabin 1

Elementary
Cottage

Sr. High MADD

Jr. High MADD

Middle School
Breakout

Elementary
Weird & Gross

Elementary
Cabin 2

Elementary
Cabin 2

Grand Camp 4
June 22-24

Grand Camp 2
June 8-10

Elementary
Cabin 1

Grand Camp 3
June 19-21

June 19-24

Week 3

Grand Camp 1
June 5-7

Elementary
Cottage

June 12-17

June 5-10

Younger
Elementary
Rising
Grade 3&4

Intergenerational
Seniors and
Children 5-12

Week 2

Week 1

Sr. High Mission
Base

Jr. High
Adventure 2

Middle School
Sports & Archery

Elementary
MADD

Elementary
Cabin 3

Elementary
Cabin 3

Grand Camp 6
June 29-July 1

Grand Camp 5
June 26-28

June 26-July 1

Week 4

Leisure Ministries
(10th gradeCollege Freshman)

Jr. High Princess

Jr. High Man

Elementary Horse 2

Elementary Sports

July 3-8

Week 5

Grand Camp 8
July 23-25

Grand Camp 7
July 20-22

July 17-22

Week 7

Xtreme
Adventure 2

Sr. High Cottage

Jr High Horse 2

Jr. High. Cabin

Middle School
Cabin 2

Jr. High
Adventure 3
Sr. High Horse

Jr. High Cottage

Middle School
Cabin 3

Mini Camp 2 July
13-15
Elementary
Elementary
Imagineer
Cabin 4

Mini Camp 1 July Elementary
10-12
Cabin 4

July 10-15

Week 6

2017 Aldersgate Summer Camp Schedule

2017 SUMMER CALENDAR
12 | June 2017

JUNE

4 – SLUMY Campfire*
11 – Kart Kountry Trip
18 – No Youth (Father’s Day)
25 – Games and Devotion at Mt. Tabor Park 2:00-4:00 (550 Elk Lake Dr.)
28 – SLUMY at the Methodist Children’s Home**

JULY

2 – Gattitown after church (12:30-2:00, drop-off and pick-up at Gattitown)
9 – No Youth (King’s Island next day)
10 – King’s Island
16 – Movie (TBD)
23 – SLUMY Campfire*
26 – SLUMY at the Methodist Children’s Home**
30 – Pool Party

AUGUST

6 – Life Group Hangout
13 – No Youth (Lake Trip next day)
14 – Lake Trip
16 – First day of school
20 – Fall Kick-Off in the park combined with other youth groups!
Thursday Mornings at 9:30 we will have a Bible Study Breakfast! We will eat breakfast together and
talk about the Bible. If you would like to provide breakfast let Jeremy know (jarnold@stlukeumc.org).
*We have 2 SLUMY Campfires planned this summer. This will be a time of worship around
a fire followed by s’mores! If you have a good yard to host one of these let Jeremy know
(jarnold@stlukeumc.org).
**For the first time, SLUMY will be providing a youth program for the teenagers at the United
Methodist Children’s Home. This is a wonderful opportunity to connect with youth in the area
that are in tough situations and show them Christ. More info to come on this program.

From the Pantry Shelf
(continued from front page)

By Karen Hinkle

Doug Sell is a regular stocker on Tuesdays. Dana Ladd
serves as our Friday Day Coordinator and Vanessa
Belcastro is a regular service volunteer on Thursdays.
Doug says, "As a retired guy I need something to keep
me out of trouble every now and then and the pantry
is one place I can go and usually stay busy enough to
accomplish that. Stocking the pantry shelves is also a
great way to exercise, gives me an excuse from going to
the fitness center, and is a lot more fun and rewarding. I
also enjoy getting to know and work with all the other

Vanessa Belcastro
joined the pantry
volunteers when
she and her family
moved back to
Lexington. “I
volunteer because,
now that I am retired, I have time to do things that
are really important and that I enjoy. I feel like I
am carrying out God's commandment to ‘love my
neighbor as myself ’. As the saying goes, I have gotten

Dana is an enthusiastic leader for our Friday pantry.
He jokes, “I just like helping people and giving
stuff away!” He said that he “very much likes the
interactions with the recipients who seem to genuinely
appreciate the help.”

Interested in learning how you can fit this ministry
into your schedule? Contact Kathy Gendreau,
Volunteer Scheduler (katgen452@twc.com) or Karen
Hinkle, Team Coordinator (kphinkle@twc.com).

volunteers that work in or for the pantry. It is one of
the highlights of my ‘work’ week other than golf day!”

more back than what I have given. I feel comradery
with the people I work with to distribute the food and
I like meeting the people we serve.”

BLUE BARREL SUNDAY
Wow! The number of families coming to the pantry continues
to increase. We increased from a usual weekly 135 famiies
earlier this year to as many as 185 in one week. Those numbers
require a LOT of food. Some categories of food from the main
pantry continue to be limited. In May, St. Luke purchased
some food to fill in the gaps using funds donated for the
pantry, and the Blue Barrel Bags brought in about 1200 lbs.
For the entire month we purchased or had donations of over
2000 lbs!
This month, Blue Barrel Sunday is June 18. We are asking for
bags filled with all kinds of breakfast items such as a variety of
cereal, cereal bars, pop tarts etc.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
United Methodist Women

The United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday, June 13 at
6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Our speaker will be Douglas Wain
from YouthAlert. He will talk to us about violence and bullying,
prevention and training. This is a serious problem in our society
today. Please come join us for fellowship and refreshments.

Will You Help?

On Tuesday, June 13, there will be an afternoon
of service and learning at the Kentucky Annual
Conference. One of the opportunities to serve will be
putting together health kits for the United Methodist
Committee On Relief (UMCOR). The goal is 2000
kits! Churches throughout Kentucky are invited to
donate various items to fill the kits. Those in the
Lexington District are asked to bring large and sturdy combs, not pocket sized combs. There
will be a box in the Connection Center to collect the combs. Thanks for your help!

Photos Needed for Father's Day
Memorial

On Father's Day, June 18, we will be having
a special memorial recognition during our
morning services to remember the fathers in
and of our congregation who have passed away
over the course of the last year. If you would like
to participate in this, please send us a photo of
your father, along with his name, your name (if
you wish), and the date of his birth and death. Email this to mwalz@stlukeumc.org by
Monday, June 12.

Father’s Day Women's Ensemble
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Calling on gals who had a father, or think their husband is a great Dad, and would like to
honor him by singing in a women’s ensemble on June 18, Father’s Day! Contact Mariann
Reinke for rehearsal schedule (email: mreinke@stlukeumc.org, phone 419-494-3335), or
check the bulletin for rehearsal dates. This would be a wonderful opportunity to invite a friend
who loves to sing!

Family VBS is here!
June 21-23, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Optional Gym Time from 8:00 - 8:30 p.m.
DINNER INCLUDED!

“Why Should Kids Have All the Fun?”

Register your family online at
www.stlukeumc.org/vbs
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DO YOU WRITE?

We love to read your ministry stories, testimonies, updates, and ways in
which St. Luke is a part of your lives. Would you like to write for the July
newsletter? Do you have a testimony or ministry story to share? We would
love to have your writing in here! Just submit your content to
mwalz@stlukeumc.org before June 15.

This newsletter is also available online in full
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687
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Worship Schedule:
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m.
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.

