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Family VBS at St. Luke

God loves you. God is always with you. God has a plan for you.
(See pages 2-5 for more from Family VBS)

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9
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ST. LUKE’S VERY
FIRST FAMILY VBS!
Our Vacation Bible School ( June 21-23)was
different this year! We felt that God was leading
us toward shaking things up a bit and offering
VBS for entire families. Our goal was for
families to experience faith, fun and fellowship
together so they could strengthen their
relationship with God and with each other.
We were blessed to have 22 families attend
and experience three nights together learning
that God loves them, God is always with
them and God has a plan for them.
Those who served the families did an amazing
job! We were blessed!
We look forward to seeing how God grows
families to Him!
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"It was nice to spend
time focusing on what is
important…our relationship
with God and our family."

My very favorite part of each evening was
the few minutes we took to ourselves to
talk, in a chaotic household, we don't find
the time to do this much, but now know
we need to make this a priority."
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"We had a wonderful
experience at Family VBS."
"We can't wait for
another one next
summer!"

Stewardship Update Through May 2017
May 2017

Budget needs

$

113,518.80

Expenses

$

99,176.71

$

102,782.15

Expenses-to-Income surplus

$

3,605.44

Budget needs (as of 5-31-17)

$

567,594.00

Expenses (as of 5-31-17)

$

548,397.85

Total income (as of 5-31-17)*

$

501,097.46

Expenses-to-Income deficit (as of 5-31-17)

$

(47,300.39)

Alms donations for May 2017

$

4,347.00

Balloon Fund contributions for May 2017

$

2,240.00

Balloon Fund contributions year-to-date (as of 5-31-17)

$

27,768.00

Life Center mortgage balance (as of 5-31-17)

$

Total income*

2017 Year-to-Date

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship

2,471,761.77
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Giving M

Ge

D

ear Church Family,

I want to talk with you
today in a more personal way than
I usually do in these articles. I’m
sure you have noticed the play
on words with the title of this
column: “Giving matters” means
both “topics on giving” and “giving
makes a difference.” Most of the
time I share how contributions
to St. Luke impact our ministries
and the lives changed through
those ministries, and as you
know, the impact is tremendous.
Hundreds of lives are touched for
Christ through our ministries that
introduce people to Christ, teach
people about Christ, and serve
people in the name of Christ. This
time, however, I want to talk with
you about the spiritual side of
giving, the “topics on giving” part.
I may step on some toes, but bear
with me!
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There is a reason Jesus and the
Bible talk more about giving than
any other matter—God wants us
to get rid of anything that stands
between us and our relationship
with him, and God knows that
money can be an insidious god.
But God wants us to understand
how much we can trust him. God
wants us to know him, and to know
him deeply. God has made us
stewards; everything we have comes
from God and belongs to God, but
sometimes we don’t act that way.
These are things I had long
heard, but it took many years
before I truly believed it. I went
through a time in my life when
I wanted to give, but I struggled
to do it. I made it last on the
list in my priorities, and I always
gave inconsistently, usually as an
afterthought or out of guilt. And
I always gave out of a sense of
scarcity—what am I giving up?

What else should I or could I be
doing with “my” money? However,
through much prayer and
determination, even at first just
through obedience, my husband
and I grew in our giving to the
church over time. And as we did
so, we learned that God is faithful.
By putting our contribution
first, we realized there really
was “enough,” and we steadily
increased our giving until it was
a full tithe. Through this, we not
only got our priorities straight,
but we also learned something
unexpected; we learned there
is tremendous joy and freedom
in giving rather than clinging.
Several years have passed now, and
I can say with peace and gladness
that money no longer has power
over us. And we learned we really
can trust God with everything.
Some people wonder how much
God wants us to “give away,” and

MATTERS

enerous People in Action
the answer to that question is
simple: God wants us to “give
away” anything that stands between
God and us. So I invite you to ask
yourself: Is there anything between
you and God? Sincerely and with
an open heart, ask God what he
has to say to you about your giving.
God invites you to partner with
him. Join in a deeper relationship
with God through growing in your
tithe. Allow God to show you that
the things of this world are not
necessarily bad, but that when they
become most important, when they
reduce our ability to be generous,
they stunt our spiritual growth and
deprive us of great joy.

Do you have questions or thoughts
on this? Please contact me at
nconner@stlukeumc.org or 859269-4687. I’d love to talk with you!
In Christ,

Nora Conner
Associate Pastor
Director of Ministry and
Stewardship

Does your giving matter? In
supporting St. Luke’s ministries, of
course it does. Does your giving
matter to you? Spiritually, it
matters deeply. It matters in a lifechanging, eternity-changing way.
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REBUILDING

BUILD & INTRODUCE
by Rev. mark girard

New Direction For Build And
Introduce Ministries
In the St. Luke Ministry Team
structure, the Build and Introduce Team
is charged with the oversight of what
we used to call Evangelistic Ministries.
As such, this team is charged with
meeting and greeting and integrating
new persons into the life of the Church
family. Members of the team contact
all first and second time guests to
welcome them to St. Luke and answer
any questions they might have about
the church. The team also oversees
the Hospitality Ministries such as
greeters, welcome and connection center
personnel, bread bakers, and millers.
Any ministry that reaches out to new
persons and helps them feel comfortable
and a part of the church family falls
under the leadership of the Build and
Introduce Teams.
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In recent years, due to retirements, staff
realignment and turnover, and even
budget issues, this team has experienced
great turnover as far as staff leadership.
Although the team has continued to

work hard and the church has continued
to show steady growth, it has not grown
at the rate that we should be growing.
Last November, the Staff Parish
Relations Team identified the Build and
Introduce team as an area of concern
while evaluating our current staff and
their areas of responsibility and began to
develop the position of Pastor of Build
and Introduce Ministries. Because
St. Luke has been blessed by several
retired persons serving so effectively
in key ministry roles in recent years
(Lowell Langefeld, Bob Ockerman,
Don Cutter), the team was hopeful of
being able to continue that tradition by
finding a recently retired pastor to fill
this part time role. At the meeting of
the Kentucky Annual Conference, June
12-14, Dr. Michael Powers, who has
served for the last several years as the
senior pastor of First United Methodist
Church here in Lexington, retired.
After having a conversation with Dr.
Powers, it was evident to the Staff
Parish Relations Team that Mike was
exactly the kind of pastor that they had
been searching for to fill the position

of Pastor of Build and Introduce
Ministries; therefore, the Staff Parish
Team and the Servant Leadership Team
are pleased and excited to announce
that Dr. Powers will be coming to St.
Luke to serve in this capacity. Mike
brings with him a wealth of experience,
serving with great distinction in
numerous churches throughout the
Kentucky Annual Conference, as well
as the Superintendent of the Bowling
Green District. His passion is for
making disciples and growing the
kingdom, and he is looking forward to
being able to concentrate specifically
on that in retirement. Mike is a great
fit as the Pastor of Build and Introduce
Ministries at St. Luke. Mike is also a
gifted preacher and teacher. He will
bring great enthusiasm and creativity
to these ministries to the glory of God
and His Kingdom. We look forward to
Mike and his wife Sherri joining us for
worship this summer.
After a few weeks to enjoy his retired
status, Mike will begin his official duties
at St. Luke on August 16. Sherri is
the Dean of Education at Eastern
Kentucky University. They have two
children. Jonathan has recently begun
as an Assistant Professor of Worship at
Asbury Theological Seminary and Leah
is a student at New York University.
They are both leaders in the Offerings
Community of First United Methodist
Church, which recently launched as
a satellite campus of the downtown
church. We are so excited to welcome
Mike and Sherri to the St. Luke Family.

Dr. Mike Powers
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2017 KENTUCKY ANNUAL
CONFERENCE REPORT

T

he 2017 Kentucky Annual
Conference (KAC) took
place June 12-14 at the
Sloan Convention Center in Bowling
Green, KY. This year’s theme was
“See the Possibilities: Ordinary
People Doing the Extraordinary,”
Representing St. Luke were Mark
Girard, Nora Conner, and Reid
Buchanan, (clergy); and Jim and
Donna Eastburn, and Wendell
Barnett (laity). Steve and Jessica
Wells attended ( Jessica was
Conference Secretary on Motions).
Pastor Lowell Langefeld and Allen
Porter also attended. Nearly 1,000
delegates from across Kentucky met
in “holy conferencing” to worship, take
care of business, learn about KAC
endeavors and successes, serve the
community, and have a little fun, too.
Kentucky Methodists sure know
how to worship! Every plenary
session was book ended by worship.
Monday began with the laity
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watching a video challenge by Todd
White to inspire us ordinary people
to do extraordinary things. You can
watch it here: https://youtu.be/5_
g8gfMw_rU.
After a Bible study by Patty
Grout on the prayer of Jabez,
we worshipped with a service of
anointing. This service included
an interpretative dance by Kristen
Kanable, who is wheelchair
confined, and a stirring sermon
by Bishop Al Gwinn. At midday,
a memorial service was held for
20 clergy members and 8 clergy
spouses who had passed away in
the past year. Rev. Paige Williams
preached. Monday’s worship
concluded in an evening service
of commissioning and ordination.
Bishop Fairley preached, and one
person was commissioned as a
deacon, nine commissioned as
elders, one was ordained deacon,

by Wendell Barnett

and nine ordained as elders.
Tuesday’s worship began with a
Bible study on the Divine Economy
of Abundance by keynote presenter,
Rev. John Edgar. Pastor Edgar leads
the UM Church of All People in
the Southside of Columbus. Three
main takeaways for me from this
were: 1. “God made it, God made it
good, and God made it abundant;” 2.
“Humans are remarkably efficient at
creating scarcity out of abundance;”
and 3. God via Jesus Christ and
the Holy Spirit are about creating

abundance out of scarcity. The final
worship was a service of missions in
the evening. Rev. Edgar preached
on “Touching Grace.” $79,050 was
collected during the offering for
camps in KY and Belize.
Wednesday’s worship began with
another Bible study led by Rev.
Edgar, who showed us how to go
from philadelphia (love between
God’s family members) to philaxenia
(love for the stranger/foreigner).
KAC worship concluded with a
service of Sending Forth: Bishop
Fairley presided, Communion was
held, and the list of appointments
was read. After singing “Blessed Be
the Tie That Binds,” the Annual
Conference was concluded.
In addition to worship, the Annual
Conference also heard in plenary
sessions about various ministries
within the Conference, approved
reports, voted on some amendments
to the UM Constitution, and did acts
of service.
On Monday, the Conference
organized itself to do its business.
A $7.2 million dollar budget was
proposed for the Conference to
consider before voting later in the
week. We also heard about the Isaiah
Project, UM colleges in Kentucky,
and the ministry of Captain Keven
Stamps, chaplain at Ft. Bragg.
On Tuesday Bishop Fairley and
Warren Hopper talked about the

Bishop Leonard Fairley

importance of camping ministries
(the focus of this year’s Mission
Offering). We were introduced to
the Disciple Making Roadmap that
shows how KAC ministries are there
throughout one’s Christian journey.
After lunch the “church left the
building” in Church Beyond. 643
United Methodists participated at
over 19 sites throughout Bowling
Green. Service acts included
nursing home visits, landscaping,
assembling health kits for UMCOR.
Workshop opportunities were also
made available.
Wednesday morning’s business began
with voting on 5 Constitutional
amendments. The results of these
votes will not be made public until
all Annual Conferences have voted.
You can learn more here: http://
www.umc.org/news-and-media/5constitutional-amendments-head-tovote. We received a video update on
the Commission on A Way Forward
by Bishop Debbie Wallace-Padgett
and Bishop Gwinn. Afterwards,
the Conference affirmed that the

delegates who went to the 2016
General Conference would also
attend the 2019 Special Session. The
Conference acknowledged the 25
and 50 year service of its clergy, and
the recipients of the Harry Denman
Evangelism Award were made known.
Finally, the Conference approved the
proposed budget. Over $79,000 was
collected in Tuesday evening’s Mission
Offering. Bishop Fairley donated
$10,000 to kick off fundraising for
Wesley Manor’s expansion, $3,100
was raised from Bling for a Blessing
which will go to KAC missions, and
a little over 2,600 Health kits were
assembled for UMCOR.
I am grateful for, and appreciative
of, the trust placed in me to be one
of St. Luke’s delegates at the 2017
KAC. The 2018 Kentucky Annual
Conference will be in Covington,
June 11-13.
Photos of the 2017 KAC can be
viewed online here: http://www.
kyumc.org/photogalleries
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Mountain Mission Truck is Coming! • The Mountain Mission is in great
need of summer clothing and swimsuits for men, women, and children,dishes,
pots and pans, small appliances, other household items, tall kitchen bags, paper
towels, 33 gallon garbage bags, toilet paper, latex gloves, Febreeze air fresheners,
rubber bands, and safety pins. Please drop off donated items inside the stairwell
storage space in the Connection Center (just past the Connection Center on the
left) before July 31. Thank you so much for responding!
Looking for Your “God Story!” • This summer’s Summer Makeover sermon series,
"Pardon The Interruption," will run through August 8. We are focusing on the
times in Jesus' ministry when he was interrupted by folks, how that led to amazing
things happening in their lives, and how we often meet Jesus in the interruptions
of our lives. We are hoping to involve persons from the congregation in each
service throughout the summer. Would you be willing to share a story (on video
or live) about how God has interrupted your life and made amazing things happen for you?
Take a look at the following scriptures and see if your story relates to or is inspired by any
of them. Let Mariann Reinke or Pastor Mark know if you would be willing to share your
story. The stories we will be focusing on are: Luke 19:1-9; Mark 10:13-16; Mark 10:4652; and Mark 6:31-44.
You Can Help the Homeless • Our brothers and sisters living on the edge of society
are often forgotten when the weather warms up. A team from St. Luke serves
breakfast at Nathaniel Mission each fourth Sunday. We also distribute donations of
toiletries and clothing that are collected at the Connection Center. Hotel toiletries
and razors, shaving cream, deodorant, sun block, and toothpaste are always welcome.
Consider going through your closet and donating a t-shirt, jeans, shorts, underwear,
socks, or a pair of shoes. The bulk of the mission guests are men, but there is a need for casual
women’s clothing as well. Thank you for your faithful support as this is an ongoing need.
St. Luke Softball Team to be Revived
Ben Porter is putting together a St. Luke softball team to participate in the fall
softball league starting this September. This is part of his 2017 summer leadership
project during the Youth Becoming Leaders program at Asbury University. Details
are still being worked out. If you are interested and would like to get involved, please
contact Ben Porter at 859-948-0464 or by email at ben.porter.35.tcbb@gmail.com.
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ST. LUKE

by John Duff

S

ince I started working at St.
Luke (one year ago this July)
I have been really excited to help
build a ministry among the college
students at the church. This is an
important emphasis at St. Luke, as
it is easy for college students to fall
out of relationship with God and

their church. It has been a blast for
me and my sister Julie, who serves
alongside me, so far as we have a
group of enthusiastic students who
desire to grow in their faith and enjoy
themselves in the process.
College is a great time of life, and an
important one for the church to walk
alongside students as they ask some
big life questions. For the first time in
their lives they are asking looming life
questions while living without their
families. Questions like: “Who am
I?,” “What type of person do I want
to be?,”“How do I do relationships?,”
and, “What is God calling me to do
with my life?” Since they are already
pondering these things, the work of
building relationships and setting
up safe places for students to explore
these questions together comes pretty
easy for anyone desiring to see the
Holy Spirit move. The truth is that
these students are some of the most
passionate Christians I know; they all
are hungry and thirsty for a deeper

walk with the Lord.
As the College ministry took off at
St. Luke, we started meeting as a
small group in my house, focusing
on having meaningful discussion
and holding each other accountable
to growing in our faith. We ask
each other questions like: “Are
you walking with the Lord daily
and enjoying the means of grace
(prayer, scripture, fasting, community,
service and Sabbath)?” and “What
is your next step in deepening your
relationship with Jesus Christ?”
As we share our struggles and
lives together ,we build trust and
vulnerability which helps us grow
together and allows the Holy Spirit to
change us on the inside.
On top of this, we like to eat together

a lot! We normally eat lunch after
the 11:00 service on Sunday morning
and often times grab a snack after
our small group on Monday nights.
The group likes to get together for
different day trips like hiking and
baseball games! Recently we took
day trips to Mammoth cave and
Taylorsville Lake! On top of this, the
group regularly supports each other
by going to each other’s concerts and
events for school. We enjoy
life together!
I am amazed at the opportunity
I have to walk alongside these
incredible students as we grow
together in love of God and of
people. God is doing big things at St.
Luke; let’s join in and see where the
adventure might lead.
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From the Pantry Shelf
by Karen Hinkle

How does the food supply for the pantry work?

One of our aims is to ensure there is a choice of fruits,
soups and vegetables, as well as a variety of breakfast
and other starches, canned meat and non-meat protein.
St. Luke and the other three Fayette pantry locations
receive food donated to God’s Pantry and food
purchased by God’s Pantry. Sometimes the volume
of donated supplies is low. When donated supplies
are persistently low, the Pantry will make special coop purchases to help fill the shelves. Even with those
additions, given the increased number of clients coming
to the pantry, without St. Luke’s contributions the
shelves would contain very limited food choices.
Some have asked if the contributions from St. Luke’s
congregation impact what we receive from the
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warehouse. We don’t think so because each day the
delivery person reviews what is on our pallets and
on our shelves in order to determine what they need
to bring the next day. They do not know what we
might have received from internal contributions. The
contributions from our congregation are intended to
fill in the gaps in what is available through the pantry’s
various channels. The Blue Barrel Bag foods are sorted
and recorded but are stored and only placed on the
shelves after we have stocked what the pantry has
delivered. We seek to spread our contributions to cover
3-5 days when the main pantry does not have that
particular food.

Another way to volunteer for our food ministry.
Are you or a group you are in looking for a way to
help in this ministry? Are you looking for a single
time activity or even a regular activity? Donated food
received by the main God’s Pantry must be sorted
and crated for delivery to the pantry distribution
sites. This work is done by volunteers. As of July it is

done on Tuesday evenings and two shifts on Saturday.
Interested persons can see what dates volunteers
are needed and can register on line at https://www.
godspantry.org/volunteer-warehouse/. Teenagers
are welcome but children under age 14 must be
accompanied by an adult. The web site has a complete
Q and A regarding this volunteer opportunity.
Questions not answered may be directed to cglenn@
godspantry.org. This activity would support our St.
Luke pantry as it would help ensure that donated food
in the warehouse is sorted and ready to be delivered to
our pantry and the others in Fayette County.

interested contact me at kphinkle@twc.com or at 859421-1232 for more information.

Thanksgiving Planning

It is only five short months until the Thanksgiving Food
Distribution. St. Luke has served a major role in this
community effort for a number of years. We expect
the event again to involve three shifts serving a total
of 1,200 clients. I am looking for one or two persons
willing to assist me in the coordination of volunteers by
serving as lead volunteer for one or two of the shifts. If

Blue Barrel Bags filled with
food pantry donations from
St. Luke.

BLUE BARREL SUNDAY
I

n the last month we have served 185 families per week.
Twenty-two percent were families of four or more. For a
given week this requires 4,200 cans or packages of food.
Since November 2016, St. Luke has donated approximately
4.5 tons of food, one can at a time. These contributions have
been essential to keeping our shelves filled. What a generous
congregation!
For the month of July, we need tomato products and
miscellaneous vegetables. This means tomato sauce, tomato
paste, diced tomatoes, stewed tomatoes, tomato juice as well as
beets, greens, sauerkraut, asparagus, lima beans. Please bring
your Blue Barrel Bag back on Blue Barrel Sunday, July 16.
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Looking for Newsletter Content!

We love to read your ministry stories, testimonies, updates, and ways in which St. Luke is a part of your
lives. Would you like to write for the August newsletter? Do you have a testimony or ministry story to
share? We would love to have your writing in here! Just submit your content to
mwalz@stlukeumc.org before July 15.

This newsletter is also available online in full
color at stlukeumc.org/newsletter.

2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687
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Worship Schedule:
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m.
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.

