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Sharing Thanksgiving
Make it a Family Thanksgiving

M

ost of us will have the
pleasure of enjoying
Thanksgiving with more than
enough food on the table. We
expect to have the turkey or
ham, the multiple side dishes

and multiple desserts. Sadly, in
our community many families
will have a Thanksgiving feast
only with the help of Fayette
County’s God’s Pantry Sharing
Thanksgiving event. Come join
us on Tuesday, November 22, as
St. Luke volunteers serve as the
hands, feet and loving hearts
of Christ to help distribute
Thanksgiving food to 1,200
families. The place: Imani
Baptist Church, Georgetown St.
continued on next page

"Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!"
Psalm 100:4
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The times: 9-11 a.m., 1-3 p.m., and 5-7 p.m. Volunteers
should arrive about ½ hour before the shift for
assignments and instructions. We need to know when you
are coming so please sign up on the sign up sheets near
the Connection Center. You also can call or email Karen
Hinkle at kphinkle@twc.com 859-421-1232. This is a
great family event so you can include those kids home
from college. In fact any of those out-of-town guests can
join the crew. Also, be sure to wear your St. Luke shirts!

Day: Tuesday, November 22
Place: Imani Baptist Church, Georgetown St.
Times: 9-11 a.m., 1-3 p.m., and 5-7 p.m.

Thanksgiving for the Homeless
Donations Needed for Nathaniel Mission
For as long as we can
remember, the Methodist
churches have joined
forces to provide a holiday
meal at Thanksgiving time
for low income Lexington
residents. This year
Nathaniel Mission will
host a special turkey dinner with all the fixings on
Tuesday, November 22.
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St. Luke will provide rolls and cranberry sauce for
the meal. A sign-up sheet is at the Connection
Center. Bring your donations to church by
November 20.
There are also many service opportunities
available, including table decorating, greeting,
working in the kitchen, serving the meal, and clean
up. This is a good opportunity for older children
to serve, paired with an adult. To volunteer,
contact Bonnie Lynch at 859-533-2313.

Blue Barrel Sundays are Coming

T

hose who follow the church on Facebook or
Infoline should be aware that donations to
God’s Pantry have been down while the need is
very high. Often the number of families served by
St. Luke’s Pantry is over 200 each
week. Our Pantry has been able
to weather the storm but there have
been times when the shelves have
been nearly empty. The Pantry
needs our help all year round. So
we have designated the third
Sunday of each month as Blue
Barrel Sunday at St. Luke. Here
is how this will work: On the
second Sunday of each month there
will be reusable bags available that
will have both God’s Pantry and St. Luke info on
it. You are encouraged to take one of these bags as
you leave church that day, and sometime during the
week, fill it up with cereal and canned goods and
other staples, and then on the third Sunday (Blue
Barrel Sunday) bring it back to the church and place

it (bag and all) in one of the blue barrels which will
be near the main doors of the church. And then
the next month we will repeat the process.

BLUE
BARREL
SUNDAY

We hope that all will participate
in Blue Barrel Sunday in addition
to what you are already doing with
regards to the Pantry, but this is a
simple way for the entire church
family to get involved.

Our first Blue Barrel Sunday is this
month on Sunday, November 20.

So, plan to pick up your bags on
Sunday the 13, fill them up during the
week, and bring them and fill up the
barrels on November 20. This month, we are going
to be focusing on breakfast items. Please bring
cereal and other breakfast items in your blue barrel
bags. By joining together we can make sure that
our food pantry is always equipped to feed all the
hungry people who come.

From the Pantry Shelf
Did you know?:
• St. Luke is one of four pantry distribution sites
in Fayette County.
• Approximately 500 families receive food each
month during our slow periods. In busier
periods it can be closer to 800 families receiving
food each month.
• While we serve many elderly clients we also
serve many families with small children and
many single men who may be disabled or
simply out of work at the time.

By Karen Hinkle

• We strive to provide a choice of foods that
appeal to the families who visit the pantry.
• Many of the pantry clients have monthly
incomes of less than $1,000 per month.
The next time you are grocery shopping, remember
the pantry by picking up a few extra cans or packages
of non-perishable food. Canned meat and non-meat
protein foods (think pinto beans, black beans, etc) are
always welcome. Breakfast foods never last long…
cereal, breakfast bars, muffin mix, and pop tarts help
fill the shelves.
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It's the Most
Wonderful

hat’s what the
old song says
about Christmas, but
really it’s talking about
the days leading up
to Christmas and all
of the special traditions that we
observe. How well I remember
the times baking cookies with my
Mom, decorating the tree, putting
the lights on the house and in the
windows, wrapping presents and
contemplating what might be in
them when they finally appeared
under the tree. I confess that I
might have shaken one or two,
trying to sort the clothes from
the toys. And then, of course,
Christmas Eve – drinking eggnog,
singing carols around the piano,
hanging the stockings, leaving a
snack for Santa (and his reindeer),
and then heading off to bed to
pretend to go to sleep. It truly was
the most wonderful time of the year.

Throughout the month
there will be wonderful
worship. Our Advent
theme for our services
will be “A Strange Way
To Save The World” and
By
Mark
Girard
invitation for Jesus to
will focus on some of the
come once again. And
unlikely people and places
it is your invitation to come and be a that God used to usher in the
part of all the glorious celebrations.
Savior of the World.

Time of the Year

It is also the most wonderful time
of the year in the church, as far as I
am concerned. The anticipation of
Jesus’s birth, the beautiful music of
the season, the special celebrations,
the renewed emphasis on giving and
generosity, the special services – all
combine to make it so wonderful.
We call it Advent – which simply
means “coming”. It is our time of
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Finally, it is our reminder to be
invitational people – to invite
family and friends and neighbors
and peers to come and join in the
celebrations of the most wonderful
time of the year. This year Advent
begins in worship on Sunday,
November 27 and culminates with
our Christmas Eve Services.

We will, of course, have lots of
wonderful music throughout the
season. Our Choir and Special
Music Sunday is scheduled for
Sunday December 11. They will lead
worship in all three of the morning
services (8:30, 9:45 and 11:00). You
won’t want to miss that. So, come
and join us as we celebrate "The Most
Wonderful Time Of The Year."

Strange
Way to Save the World
A

Want to Grow in your personal Prayer Life?
Ready to take an intentional step in this direction?
We pray because Jesus prayed and because he told us to pray, but it’s easy to be
disappointed with our personal prayer life.
How about a little encouragement, some honest discussion and inspiring, practical
wisdom on how to slow down to be with God?
You are invited to a four-week class on prayer using Bill Hybels’ book, Too
Busy Not To Pray and accompanying video series on Sunday evenings 5:30-7:00,
starting Sunday, November 13, facilitated by Chuck and Sue Lord.
Please let us know if you plan to attend, so we can order a book for you ($12.00).
Childcare will be available for 5th grade and under, so let Sue know ASAP.

Growing in prayer is a lifelong journey. Let’s encourage one another!

Chuck Lord, 859-608-9412
chuck.l.sli@gmail.com
Sue Lord, 859-797-1586
suzannehlord@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Help Prepare Shoebox Gifts at the Processing
Center on November 27
On Sunday November 27 following the 11:00
worship service Earl Brady will be leading a group
to Charlotte to assist in preparing shoeboxes at the
processing center. Depart St. Luke at 12;30 PM and
return to St. Luke on Tuesday evening. Transportation
provided by St. Luke for fourteen. Two nights lodging
and food costs are covered by the participant. To sign up or for additional information
contact Earl Brady at 619-0160 or earlbrady13@gmail.com or Susan Stivers at 2664852 or sfstivers@gmail.com.
Kroger Community Rewards at $11,203!
Help St. Luke earn FREE MONEY simply by shopping
at Kroger and connecting your Kroger Plus card to
Kroger’s Community Rewards program. Every time you
shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus card, the
church earns money! The one and only catch is that you
must sign up at www.kroger.com. (Current participants,
don’t forget you must re-select St. Luke every August!)
Since we started participating in the program in 2014, St. Luke has received $11,203
FREE MONEY from Kroger! Please join us and help earn more money for our
ministries. If you need assistance or have trouble with the process, please contact
Dawn Brodersen at 859-361-4461 or email dawnbrodersen@gmail.com.
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Come on November 20 and Join Us in Hanging the Greens
The Altar Guild always does such a wonderful
job of decorating the Sanctuary and the
church for the Advent/Christmas Season.
But it is no small task and they need your
help. This year we will be decorating on
Sunday, November 20 immediately following
the 11:00 service. If we have lots of help it usually takes about an hour and a half to
get everything done. But we do need lots of help. So make plans to stay (or come
back) and help decorate the church in keeping with the beauty of the season. And
don’t worry about lunch. We’ll have pizza for everyone who stays and helps.

The Mountain Mission is
in great need of men’s and
children’s clothing (both
summer and winter), hand
soap for the restrooms, toilet paper, garbage bags (13 gallon and up),
paper towels, mops, brooms, rubber bands, safety pins, coffee, creamer,
and coffee cups. We also need lots of banana boxes! Please drop off
donated items inside the stairwell storage space in the Connection
Center (just past the Connection Center on the left) before November
21. Thank you so much for responding!
Upward Help Needed
We still need volunteers to
be coaches, assistant coaches,
referees, timekeepers, and other
game day volunteers. These are NOT positions that require skilled
knowledge of the game of basketball. Upward provides a book that
teaches everything you need to know and do to be a volunteer. Please
contact Ed Towle at etowle@stlukeumc.org.
Kentucky Refugee Ministries Coat Drive
Fall is upon us! With these cool mornings
and moving into winter, Kentucky
Refugee Ministry (KRM) is in need of
winter coats for newly-arrived/ arriving
refugee families. We can accept new
and gently used coats. We are also in
need of warm blankets, hats, gloves, and
scarves. Items can be dropped off at the
St. Luke UMC and marked KRM or at
Kentucky Refugee Ministries , 1206 North Limestone, Lexington, KY
40505. Telephone 859-226-5661. For more information contact Reid
Buchanan 859-269-4687 or e-mail rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Too Busy Not to Pray
Class Begins
Sunday, November 13
Blue Barrel Sunday
Sunday, November 20
New Member and
Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, November 20
Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 20
Decorating and pizza.
God's Pantry Thanksgiving
Basket Distribution
Tuesday, November 22
Imani Baptist Church,
Georgetown St.
Operation Christmas
Child Trip
Sunday, November 27
First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 27
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RESTORATION
of the SOUL

by Jeremy Arnold

Why Youth Group
is Worth Your Time

think, and how
“By salvation I mean, not barely, according to the vulgar we feel. All of
notion, deliverance from hell or going to heaven, but a
this flows out
present deliverance from sin, a restoration of the soul to of this thing at
its primitive health, its original purity, a recovery of the our core. Our
divine nature, the renewal of our souls after the image soul, spirit,
of God in righteousness and true holiness in justice,
heart or will...
mercy, and truth.” -John Wesley
whatever it is.
No one has
very human has the same
and will." In the beginning this
avoided this corruption; it has
thing at the very center. It is
"thing" enabled humans to have
spread like wildfire to all humans
what makes us human. I believe
a relationship with God. In the
throughout history.
this "thing" that makes us human
quote above, John Wesley calls this
is connected to the image of God
the soul.
So now what? We are left with
that we were created with in the
three options:
beginning. There are several words The effects of sin on this "thing"
that are used to describe this
are disastrous. Sin corrodes away
1. We give in. We accept this new
"thing." Each of them describe
at it. It corrupts it. It redirects it.
corrupted spirit and follow where
it in part, but none of them are
It wreaks havoc on who we are,
it leads. We even embrace this new
perfect. Words like "spirit, heart,
how we act, how we speak, how we reality and affirm it as who we are.
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E

This is the wide path, the way most
people will follow.
2. We recognize the corruption.
We admit we are flawed and try to
live a "good life" even though that
life will always be fighting against
this corruption in our hearts. I
hate to say it, but I believe this is
the way most professing American
Christians choose. This includes
admitting sinfulness and simply
trying not to be too bad. It misses
out on a true “present deliverance
from sin.”
3. We change. Scripture is clear
that there is a way out! Not of our
own strength but by the grace of
God that comes through the power
of the Holy Spirit in our lives!
God can restore his image at our
core. This is the way of the early
followers of Christ. This is the way
of faithful Christians around the
world for 2,000 years. This is the
Gospel, the good news!
I invite all of us, counselors and
myself included, to ask which if
these options describes our lives.
Personal testimony time: While I
haven't ever really been the first
one, there are certainly times in
my life when I fall in the second
category. You know what gets
me back to number three? The
answer is a list of names, some of
which you know, many of whom

you don't. The answer for me is
Will Solomon, John Duff, Mark
Walz, Chris Ray, Kaleb Philips,
Greg Weidman, and Tiffany and
DG Hollums. These are people
who have loved me enough to
ask me tough questions and
people I trusted enough to give
honest answers. My friendships
with several of these people can
be traced back to my time in
Youth Group.
Youth Group is a place for Middle
School and High School students
to find those people. It is a place to
ask the tough questions and a place
to be able to admit failure and
receive encouragement and love
and know that you are forgiven.
I believe transformation of our
hearts, spirits, souls or whatever
that "thing" is can only happen
in true Christian community.
You may not have everything in
common with people in your life
group, you may not go to the same
schools or dress the same or even

talk the same but if we are going
to experience God's transforming
power in our lives, we need each
other.
I know you’re busy. You have great
things going on! You have soccer,
baseball, basketball, band, archery,
homework for crazy hard classes,
play practices and who knows what
else. All that is great, but I truly
believe it all falls short of what we
all need in our lives for “restoration
of the soul."
That's why I think youth group is
worth your time.

For more info about Youth
Ministries at St. Luke,
subscribe to the SLUMY
emails at stlukeumc.org/
ministries/youth/
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Giving MATTERS

Generous People in Action

Dear St. Luke Family,
It’s hard to believe another year is almost behind us,
isn’t it? It has been a busy and exciting year in the life
of our church, too! We have celebrated St. Luke’s 40th
birthday, including the changes and growth within our
family as well as the impact St. Luke’s ministries have
had and are having on our community and around the
world over the past 40 years.
You have probably seen and experienced at
least some of the many ways our church’s
story has been celebrated throughout the
year, but I want to take a moment now to
reflect on another important aspect of the
life of our church, our giving. Now, let
me get right to a question you might be
wondering: There is good news. Our giving
is up over this time last year, our expenses
are down over this time last year, and giving
to the Balloon Fund remains strong. You
can see the Stewardship Update in this
newsletter for a snapshot. As you can also
tell from the Stewardship Update, there is
still work to be done, and as we approach
2017, we know there is a “set” additional expense as we
incorporate two additional mortgage payments into
our budget.
What I want to share here is that I want to encourage
you to give regularly and generously, but not because of
“the budget.” Our budget is a reflection of the ministry
we discern that God is calling us to, of how we use
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every single resource to move closer to our vision, of
how every single dollar is valued and utilized carefully
to impact lives. Never feel that your giving makes no
difference, and never feel that your not giving makes no
difference. Give out of love for God; give back some of
what God has given you as we all strive to further God’s
kingdom. Give because every contribution impacts real
people, because every contribution helps us bring Jesus
Christ into every life.

If you have never given before, please be encouraged
that no amount is too small. God does not intend that
one person or even a few carry the load for us all; God
intends that we each do what we can. God honors that,
and God blesses it. God multiplies our gifts far beyond
what we can imagine, and we have the privilege of
experiencing the joy of knowing that we have done our
part, that we are able to make a difference. If summer

schedules or “life” have gotten you behind on your
giving, I encourage you to catch up. If you have been
giving at the same level for several years, I encourage
you to trust God and take your next step, even if the
increase is just a small amount.
There are many ways you can give:
• Online at www.stlukeumc.org/give
• Auto-tithe
• Cash or checks, either placed in the offering plate on
Sunday mornings, dropped by the church, or your
check mailed to the church.
• Donate stocks
• Remember St. Luke in your will
If you would like to find a time to talk about how to get

started with your giving, how to take your next step, or
perhaps even what next step God might be calling you
to, please let me know. If you have questions about our
church budget and finances, please let me know that as
well. I would love to sit and talk with you! I have been
and will continue to pray for our church and each one of
you as we listen to God for our next steps in giving and
in all the ways we honor God.
In Christ,

Nora Conner
Associate Pastor/ Director of
Ministry and Stewardship

Stewardship Update Through September 2016
September 2016
Budget needs

$

101,184.92

Expenses

$

98,557.91

Total income*

$

114,448.25

Expenses-to-Income surplus

$

15,890.34

Budget needs (as of 9-30-16)

$

986,552.97

Expenses (as of 9-30-16)

$

921,000.20

Total income (as of 9-30-16)*

$

874,073.23

Alms donations for September 2016.

$

4,255.75

Balloon Fund contributions for September 2016.

$

2,088.00

Balloon Fund contributions year-to-date (as of 9-30-16)

$

67,186.85

Life Center mortgage balance (as of 9-30-16).

$

2,565,694.49

2016 Year-to-Date

Expenses-to-Income deficit (as of 8-31-16)

($46,926.97)

*Total income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.
Questions? Please contact Nora Conner, Associate Pastor/Director of Ministry and Stewardship
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Immigrant Ministries
I want to take this opportunity to thank the St. Luke family for being
open to receive people from many different walks of life. I want to share
one story from the many hundreds of stories of our new neighbors in
Lexington. Also I wanted to highlight our English as a Second Language
ministry that is offered at St. Luke UMC. Marcie Barnett and Janet
Garrison, along with many others are leading the ministry.
Blessings,
Rev. Reid Buchanan, Pastor of Missions
rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org

Meet Riziki
T

wenty-three
year old Riziki
Riziki, in her home in Lexington, celebrated the arrival of her son,
Nzibonera, married
Elvis,in May 2015.
and living in the
Democratic Republic of
After being processed at the
hardship of relocation wouldn’t
Congo, faced a difficult situation.
Tanzanian border, Riziki and her
remain singular for long, though.
Spurred on by the rages of war,
husband were transferred to the
As Riziki puts it, “By the grace
her husband’s family (members of
United Nations High Commission of God I gave birth, but it was
the Mai-Mai tribe) had begun to
for Refugees (UNHCR). From
very weak. After a year and three
abuse her; she belonged to another there they traveled by train to a
months, I lost the child.”
tribe whom they perceived to be
refugee camp where she says they
an outsider. In this circumstance,
were given, “a few sticks, a tent, and This loss was compounded by
combined with the stresses of
a plot to put it.”
conflict with her husband’s family,
living in a warzone, Riziki and her
who had also sought refuge in
husband decided that protecting
Life in the refugee camps was
Tanzania. After hearing about
their toddler and unborn child
difficult, largely because of the
the child’s death, they accused
would require a drastic measure. In challenge of finding ways to
Riziki of being unable to birth
1996, they fled to Tanzania.
provide for their family beyond
healthy children. Perhaps due to
the meager aid supplies. This
his family’s influence, her husband
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became abusive again, and he beat
her frequently.
Still, Riziki persevered. She
became a nurse in the refugee camp
and used that income to provide
clothes and food for her family
beyond the small rations from
UNHCR. She gave birth to two
more children, all while negotiating
the complexities of life in a refugee
camp with an abusive husband.
During Riziki’s fifth pregnancy,
her husband beat her into
unconsciousness. He was arrested,
promptly escaped, and fled back
to the Congo. Riziki has not seen
him since.
Several times her in-laws pressed
for custody of the children. In
order to protect her family from yet
another threat against their unity,
in 2004 Riziki made another lifechanging decision: she applied for
resettlement in the United States.
It would take seven years of patient
endurance for the request to be
processed. In 2011 her family was
granted protective status.On April
29, 2015, nearly a decade since her
initial resettlement application and
nearly two decades since fleeing
her country, Riziki and four of
her children arrived in Lexington,
Kentucky. (Her eldest son joined
them a few weeks later.)
Riziki and her son are waiting
for the documentation necessary

for them to begin working, and
her younger children are eagerly
waiting to start school in the fall.
In the meantime, Riziki is putting
her nursing experience to good use
by helping her neighbor, a fellow
Congolese refugee, recover from a
recent surgery.
Riziki, shared her story with
KRM intern Logan Hurley as
a feature leading up to World
Refugee Day on June 20th 2016.
Reprinted with permission.

2011 including transportation
and child care. These classes are
provided to our newly arriving
neighbors after they have been
resettled. The primary goal
for the ESL program is to
build relationships and build a
foundation of the English language,
which will help them better adapt
to their new surroundings.
The ESL classes at St. Luke UMC
are offered on a beginner’s level.
The Beginner classes may contain

Riziki and her son on the day
they were reunited in Lexington,
Kentucky
English as a Second Language
(ESL) classes are a fundamental
building block of families arrival
in Lexington. St Luke UMC has
offered ESL classes since the fall

students that are pre-literate in
their native language, to those who
speak little to no English.
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Escuela Santa Lucas:
Regalo de Dios

The Dedication of the St. Luke School
by Mark Walz, Jr.

I

n January of 2015, Rev. Reid
Buchanan and I, Mark Walz,
went on a trip to visit the remote
villages of northern Nicaragua
in the hilly tropical rainforest of
the Bosawás Biosphere Reserve
along the Bocay River. When we
met with these people in these
communities (which were only
accessible via a canoe on the
river) we asked them about their
greatest needs. Most of them
replied that their greatest needs
were clean running water and
education. Further still, most of
the communities emphasized more
of a desire to have their children
educated in a community school
over having clean running water.

We brought back the idea of
partnering with a village on the
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Bocay River to the Going Forth
team at St. Luke and it was
enthusiastically approved. But it
wasn’t until December of 2015
that we learned of a village that
was in need of a two-room school
named “Yakalwas #2”. As a church,
we committed to come along side
the village of Yakalwas to help this
vision of a school come to fruition.
We provided the community with

Reid and Leonardo

bags of cement, oil and gas, paid a
supervisor (contractor) to oversee
the work, provided fabric to make
uniforms, sewing machines, a
solar panel energy system, and
school supplies.
The school was finished (well, nearly
finished) on October 25, 2106 when
Rev. Reid Buchanan, Craig Potts,
and I made the long, strenuous trip
by plane, truck, canoe, and foot to
Yakalwas, Nicaragua. On that day,
we held a dedication and celebration
of the opening of the school. When
we arrived they were still finishing up
the painting and installing the doors
and windows. The children were
decorating the building with balloons
and special fabrics. Everyone was
grateful, thankful and excited about
the school and we were so happy to

see their joy and excitement about
the chance of education bringing
new life to their community.
At the dedication that Tuesday
there were close to 350 people
present. It seemed that the entire
village had shown up! We presented
the children, all dressed in their
handmade uniforms, with school
supplies. Each child got a backpack,
set of pencils, pens, erasers, pencil
sharpeners, a notebook, crayons, some
glue, and a New Testament Bible. The
school was named by the community,
“Escuela Santa Lucas, un regalo de
Dios” or “St Luke School, a gift from
God”. The community is extremely
proud of their school. It is one of the
only two-room school buildings in
the area, it is very well built, nicely
finished, and it has electricity, unlike
any other building or residence in

the entire village. The school already
has three teachers and a principal
and together they have already begun
to teach the students in preschool,
kindergarten, first grade, second
grade, third grade and fourth grade.
St. Luke member, Craig Potts was

able to secure a donations of several
used and refurbished laptops from
Toyota and we presented them to the
teachers, along with a working HP
printer, so that the teachers can learn
to use computers and subsequently

Craig Potts with the teachers

teach the students to learn
to use computers, a skill that
is very important for their
future university education.
Leonardo is a older man in the
village who is a leader in the
community and has been the one
who has really been spearheading
this project. He seems to always be in
a joyful mood, filled with excitement,
and is always sporting a cowboy hat,
boots with spurs, and a western style
shirt. And, although he can’t read, the
school project is especially dear to
him because he has 20 children and
51 grand and great grandchildren,
most of whom will attend the school.
He said, “We are so grateful to the
good people at St. Luke. We want
to thank the people that gave us the
money for this project. I want to
leave a legacy of education and the
people of St. Luke in Kentucky have

Passing out school supplies
allowed me to do that.”
What a joy it was to see the smiles
on the faces of the children! How
incredible it was to experiencing the
rapture of Leonardo when he spoke
of leaving a legacy of education.
What amazement it was to see the
gratitude and joy of the parents,
knowing that their children would
learn to read, write, and experience
more in life.
Thank you, St. Luke for sending us to
Nicaragua. Thank you for capturing
the vision. Thank you for making this
dream of a school a reality. Thank you
for providing this community with
the gift of education. Thank you for
being the church, and for introducing
Jesus Christ into every life.
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A LOOK
BACK
THE HISTORY OF
This story is told by Rev. Jerri
Williams, former member of St. Luke
who is now a United Methodist
pastor in at Prestonsburg First
United Methodist Church.

P

astor Lindsey Davis
approached me in 1988 to
ask if I'd be willing to look at a
way to bring families together on
Wednesday evenings. I agreed to
work on that and with the help
of Sue Lord, developed a plan for
meals followed by a program.
We began that year with meals
provided by the Purple Cow
Catering Business for two
Wednesdays each month, and also
had Fazoli's and/or purchased pizzas
the other two weeks. The cost was
$12 dollars per family, $5 per adult,
$2 for children, and under the age of
5 were no charge.
There were 125 persons at our first
Wednesday night meal. At that time,
we called the program G.R.O.W.

(get revived on Wednesday).The
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following year, 1989, Janet Cochran
was hired by St. Luke and as part of
her job description, she developed a
number of classes that adults would be
interested in, and I recruited volunteer
cooks for the meals to save money.
First cooks included Herb and Mary
Terwilliger, Phyllis Campbell, Fredda
Hibsphman, and Darlene Blanton.
All of them were fully dedicated to
this ministry of our church.
We now call
our evening of a
meal and classes
Wednesday.comm.
Various groups
within our
congregation take
turns preparing the
meal which is still
inexpensive at $5
dollars per person
with a cap at $15
dollars for families.
The money earned
from the meal is
contributed to a
mission or cause

chosen by the group doing the
cooking. Families who are at
church at that time who are clients
of God's Pantry are invited to eat
with us at no charge.
There is a treasured notebook of
recipes and lists of meals from years
ago in the hands of Phyllis and
John Campbell and here is a photo
of an original recipe.

The Bread
of Life
by Ella Hunter
ur last child was off to college and for
the first time in our lives we had an
opportunity to choose a church for ourselves
and for our children. We became interested in
St. Luke United Methodist Church for a couple
of reasons. First, my husband said the new
pastor, Rev. Steve Martyn, was excellent and we
needed to check out his church. Second, I had a
professional colleague that was active at St. Luke
and I respected her decisions, so that added
credibility to St. Luke.

O

I visited my colleague’s Sunday School Class but
was most interested in the class in the other room
that laughed a lot. I decided to visit the ‘laughing’
class and immediately felt like I had found a home.
At St. Luke, I’ve found a place where everyone is
friendly. There is a happy attitude in the halls. At
St. Luke, I’ve found a class that prays for each other
and sends cards of encouragement to each other.
At St. Luke, I’ve found a church full of mission
opportunities. At St. Luke, I found a worship
service where the pastor preaches sermons where I
learn something new and feel called into a deeper
commitment to Christ.
These are some of the things I love about St. Luke.
It is a gathering of Christians to worship and to
examine our walk with Christ and to be encouraged.
This is what I think it means to be the bread of
life. It is the ‘stuff ’ that gives me the energy and
sustenance to walk through my week with more faith.
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Join Us for

Make a
Difference Night
Wednesday, November 16, 5:15 - 7:00 p.m.
MISSIONS COLLECTION TABLES
Our fall Wednesday.comm season will conclude on
November 16th with a meal, fellowship, and tables
for placing Missions donations. Everyone is encouraged to attend, even if you’ve never made it to a
Wednesday.comm meal or class before!

Come join us for an
evening that “Makes a
Difference”!
COME JOIN US FOR DINNER

The evening begins with Baked Spaghetti and
Cheesy Bread prepared by Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center staff. Meals are $5.00 per plate (sharing
is allowed, max. $15 per family).
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• Nathaniel Mission (list on right)
• God’s Pantry Food Donations and Blue Barrel Bags
• Children's Activity Table
• United Methodist Mountain Mission
• Soup-in-a-Jar Craft Table
• Card Ministry Table
• Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Packing Table
• Kentucky Refugee Ministries Coat Drive

Needs and Descriptions
CRAFT TABLE – Soup in a Jar
What is more comforting than a warm bowl of soup on a cold winter's night? Karen
Girard will be on hand to help you make “soup in a jar” to deliver to shut-ins and
neighbors during the holiday season. The ingredients are easy to put together and
simple for the recipient to prepare. Please sign up for ingredients you can donate in the
Connection Center.
NATHANIEL MISSION
• Individually wrapped snacks
• Toiletries: razors, sample size shave cream, tooth brushes, 			
toothpaste, and deodorant
• Gently used: Men’s pants, underwear, sweatpants, jeans, and slacks
Sweatshirts, t-shirts and button front shirts.
• Men and Women's Shoes and socks
GOD’S PANTRY DONATION TABLE
Please pick up your Blue Barrel Bag for donations!
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD PACKING TABLE
Please bring items to donate or just come to help pack!
Please bring school supplies and non-liquid hygiene items, such as:
pencils, pens, crayons, notebooks, coloring books, toothbrushes, bar soap, 		
washcloths, combs, etc.
KENTUCKY REFUGEE MINISTRIES
• Coats and blankets
CARD MINISTRY TABLE
There will be paper, greeting cards, and all of the supplies needed for you to write notes or
make cards for our shut-ins, missionaries or those in the military.
Take a moment to reach out to those who are isolated or away from their loved ones.
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY TABLE
The children will make a craft activity for shut-ins

Please be generous in your donations for these
important missions!
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Write
for the
Newsletter
Christmas is coming!
We would love to share some wonderful
ministry stories, church holiday memories, or
personal testimonies! Do you have something
you can share? Do you want to write for the
December newsletter? We'd love to have
your contribution to our monthly church
stories and news! Email it to mwalz@
stlukeumc.org with your idea or your piece
before the deadline of November 15!

2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

Worship Schedule:
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:00 a.m.
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.

