
Sometimes the End is Just the Beginning 
Celebrations of the Lenten Season

Our special observances of 
Holy Week will begin with the 
children in the morning services 
with the “Parade of Palms.” The 
choir is preparing some very 
special music for the season and 
they will lead us on both Palm 
Sunday (March 20) and Easter 
Sunday (March 27).  

During Holy Week we will have 
two special opportunities to 
worship.   On Maundy Thursday 
evening, March 24, we will have 

Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He 

who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die.” 

John 11:25-26

a Service Of Tennebrae as we 
remember the last night of Jesus’ 
earthly life. 

On Good Friday (March 25) one 
of the pastors will be available 
in the Sanctuary between 
noon (the traditional time it is 
believed that Jesus was placed 
on the cross) and 6:00 P.M. (the 
time of the beginning of the 
Jewish Sabbath)  to offer Holy 
Communion to all who come. 
(continued on pg.2)
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(continued from page 1)
Come at any time during the afternoon (between 1 and 6pm)  
and spend as much time as you like in silence and prayer and 
then come to the altar and receive the Sacrament.  We will also 
will have interactive “Stations of the Cross” throughout  the 
Sanctuary for your personal devotion and reflection.   We hope 
that you will join us for these special Holy Week services.   

On Easter Sunday we will have six opportunities to celebrate 
the Risen Lord.   We will have the Sunrise Service beginning 
at 7:00 under the cross and flame on the front of the building.  
If the weather is bad, we’ll move in to the Aldersgate Chapel.  
The Choir will lead us with special music at the three morning 
Santuary services (8:30, 9:45 and 11:10).  The Swahili service 
begins at 12:30 pm in the Loft and the Multicultural service will 
start at 3:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  At 2:30 pm we will be 
gathering in the Sanctuary lobby for a special time of baptism.   
If you would like to be baptized, please talk with Pastor Mark.  
We are anticipating a great Easter Sunday of celebration and 
worship.  Everyone bring a friend or two and let’s celebrate our 
Risen Lord!

March 20-27

Holy Week SchedUle
Palm Sunday, march 20
Children’s Parade Of Palms and 
Special Music From the Choir at the 
9:45 and 11:10 services.

maundy ThurSday, march 24
Service of Tennebrae (or Darkness) 
at 7:00 P.M. including the stripping of 
the Altar and Chancel area

Good Friday, march 25
Holy Communion served in Sanctuary 
- Noon to 6:00 P.M.

EaSTEr Sunday, march 27
Sunrise Service - 7:00 am
Sanctuary Service - 8:30, 9:45, 
11:10am
Swahili Service in The Loft- 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Service - in the 
Fellowship Hall - 3:00 p.m.
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Easter egg Challenge!:

We have some very special buckets prepared for St. Lukers 
to take home and  share with families in your neighborhood!  
These buckets will help our church share the true reason we 
celebrate Easter. 

Each bucket will have a large egg filled with 5 items that tell the 
Easter Story.  (Explanation included!)

It will also have 11 regular eggs. We need you to fill 10 of them 
with candy or prizes.  Leave one egg empty!  It represents the 
empty tomb!  An Easter Invitation postcard will be included.  
Take one, take two or more and impact your neighborhood in a 
wonderful way! Buckets will be available starting March 6 at the 
Connection Center. In need of a suggestion? We have names 
and addresses of families that Kid’s Cafe gave us as well as 
neighbors and those who come to Wednesday.comm.

VBS 2016 at St. Luke is…

VBS is coming soon to St. Luke!  Mark your calendars for June 20-24, 2016 (Monday-Friday) from 6:00 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. We need everyone’s help to make this the most awesome VBS ever.  Here’s how you can 
help:  Pray for the VBS leadership team as we prepare for this year’s adventure.  Pray for all the children who 
will attend that their hearts would be open to the message of what Jesus can give them -  hope, courage, 
direction, love and His power.  Pray for all the volunteers who make VBS possible.  Please pray about how 
you can help with VBS.  There are many opportunities from now until the adventure begins in June.  You’ll 
see and hear more information about VBS 2016 in the coming weeks.  For questions or to volunteer, please 
contact VBS Director Renee Edington at (859) 608-6959 or renee.edington@gmail.com
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It’s Not Too Late— Join in Wednesday.comm this Spring
New classes starting March 16th!

Real Followers       6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Keith Reinke
God created you for a unique mission, but do you understand how to discern God’s will?  Are you seeking 
God’s will for your life but can’t quite figure out why it is not always clear?  Do you understand how your 
personal desires and ambitions align with God’s dreams for your life? Have you struggled or even suffered as 
you try to live God’s dream for your life? With Jesus as a not-yet, old, or new friend, this study will motivate, 
inspire and challenge you to be a real follower of Christ. And that will change your life.

Discover St. Luke
Facilitated by Pastor Mark Girard   6:00 - 7:00 pm
“What do Methodists believe, and why do I need to know that?”
“What does St. Luke UMC care about?”
“I keep hearing about being on ‘The path,’ but what does that mean?”
“What happens at Discover St. Luke?”
Let’s face it: this is a large church.  Finding opportunities to connect can feel overwhelming with all the 
different programs and events.  We can have lots of questions about church, whether we’re walking 
through the doors for the first time or have been coming for years. Sometimes we aren’t sure where to get 
our questions answered.

Beginning March 16, you are invited to join Pastor Mark for a new six week class as part of Wednesday.
comm called Discover St. Luke where you will have the opportunity to discover answers to these 
questions and more in a relaxed setting.  The class will be from 6-7 P.M. preceded by a meal and fellowship 
at 5:15.  Learn the values and beliefs of St. Luke and the United Methodist denomination. Discover where 
you fit in and how to get connected on our Journey of Discipleship with Christ.   Reserve your spot today 
on the sign up sheet in the Connection Center or email mgirard@stlukeumc.org.

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week:
5:15-6:30    Dinner in the Gym
6:00-7:00    Preschoolers:  Bible learning time
6:00-7:00    K-5:  Bible-based activities and music time
6:00-7:30    Youth Bible study
6:00-7:30    Classes for adults
7:00-8:30    Adult Choir

Even if you can’t attend a class, join us for 
fun and fellowship while supporting important ministries at dinner from 5:15 – 6:30!

April  27th!
HOLD THIS DATE FOR OUR CLOSING EVENT

“Make-a-Difference Night”: An Evening of Missions Projects 
as well as great Food and Fellowship!
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Slumy Adventure!
This year on the weekend of January 30th the youth group went to Louisville on a trip 
to Winter Blitz, a weekend long worship extravaganza held by the Kentucky Annual 
Conference. 

From our own Bryce E. Towle on Winter Blitz 2016:
Winter Blitz 2016 taught me things I never would have thought about my Savior Christ, and it really made 
me want to come back next year and really truly understand it all. So, Winter Blitz 2016 would be my birthday 
present from my parents. As we checked into the first event at the stadium where Winter Blitz is held, we all 
got to know Pastor Brooklyn. Pastor Brooklyn taught us that we need to have courage to overcome the battles 
we will face in our life and how we can overcome that by believing Christ is all around us. The second session 
we were taught about trust, and trust is a word used to describe someone in that you can have courage After 
this session, the whole youth went to Gatti-town and ate really good pizza and had a wonderful time playing 
around in the arcade. Then we were off to the third session. I thought it was absolutely amazing because it 
broke me out of my shell and I was taught something by the littlest thing. This session was about freedom 
and it was so amazing because Pastor Brooklyn told us to hold our hands up while she prayed, which is a very 
simple task, but she prayed for a good five to ten minutes and I and everyone else in the arena held their hands 
high for Christ. Even though it hurt like crazy, we held our hands high for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
That night when we got back to the hotel Andrew, Deven and I were walking around all the floors exploring, 
then we all get on the elevator and see Pastor Brooklyn! We start talking to her about how fun Winter Blitz is 
because you can dance and sing with a band playing right next to you, you get to know things about people 
in youth you don’t normally talk to. Also, you make friends from other youth and finally how you strengthen 
bonds with friends. And she replies with a smile and a heartfelt comment, but the real funny thing is she said in 
her testimony that night how she LOVED pizza and Andrew had a full box of pizza in his hands so we gave her 
a slice and took a wonderful picture. Then comes the last day at Winter Blitz when you have the best time ever! 
In this last session we were taught about significance and how we can be who we want to be with Christ. And 
then, the fun came. The music started and we all ran up to the front where the band was playing. We danced 
and sang lovely songs and had a great time. Then we all bowed our heads and prayed, after that we all got 
ready headed out the doors and now we wait to have a blast again next year.

by bryce 
Towle



6 | March 2016

St. Luke’s parking lot is one of the first things a 
guest sees and experiences when visiting our 
church for the first time. A well-
designed and maintained parking 
lot makes a good first impression 
for guests and creates a safe and 
convenient place for our entire 
congregation. 

Having a sufficient number 
of parking spaces is critical to 
attendance and growth. If a guest 
can’t find a space, especially near 
the building, chances are, they 
may leave without attending. 

Showing Hospitality This Easter
Not only is it important to provide enough 
spaces, but it is important to designate guest 

spaces near the main entry of 
the building. Just as important 
is leaving spaces near the 
entrances for families with 
small children and those who 
may find walking any distance 
a challenge. 

During this Easter season, 
those who can park away 
from the main entrances are 
encouraged to show hospitality 
in this way.

Budget Needs for January, 2016 $126,481.15

*Total Income for January, 2016 $97,634.12) 
Deficit for the month ($28,847.03)

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 01/31/2016) $126,481.15)
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 01/31/2016) $97,634.12)
Deficit for the year ($28,847.03)

Alms Donations – January 2016 $3,678.00)
Balloon Fund Contributions – January $3,542.00)
Balloon Fund Contributions – 2016 $3,542.00
Methodist Home Offering $1,065.00
Life Center Mortgage Balance $2,706,806.66
*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts)

Stewardship Update 
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Easter Sunday is on March 27! Easter postcard invitations are on display in the lobby, available at 
the Welcome and Connection Centers, and for download at www.stlukeumc.org. Prayerfully consider 
taking this opportunity to invite someone to church who does not have a personal relationship with 
Jesus. An example of the postcard is pictured on this page.  Easter is the easiest and best time to 
bring people into the church so, grab a few postcards and invite some friends. Happy Easter!

Invitations at Easter time



St. Luke’s 40th 
Celebration Continues

Can you believe it?  St. Luke UMC turns 40 on the 5th of September!  
Our year-long celebration has already begun with our Unity Service 
in January with Bishop Lindsey Davis preaching--- an exciting joint 
service of all six worshipping communities (including the kids) with-
in our St. Luke family, followed by a delicious potluck lunch.  We had 

a glorious day with an awesome worship experience as our focus!

Your celebration planning team is working diligently on a number of events which will take place all through 
this year.  In next month’s newsletter we hope to publish all activities with dates and times so you can note 
them on your calendars.  

 We’ll have events that include visits from former pastors, food, music, comedy, crafts, and family fun activi-
ties...though not all at once!   Brent Merritt and Will Solomon will collaborate with Sue Lord to reprise vintage 
anthems and ensembles for worship in the months ahead.
 
We hope to have cups, t-shirts, and perhaps other items imprinted with our “40 Years” logo for sale to cele-
brate and remember St. Luke’s incredible journey.  Funds earned from these sales will go toward activities 
later in the year.  
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Generous People in Action

Missions in Honduras and Nicaragua 

Because of your generous giving to missions, St. Luke is able to send teams to two different Central 
American countries this year.  Our team from Honduras is just arriving back from their trip (February 29 - 
March 5) and we are sending another team to Nicaragua from March 18 through 26. The team in Honduras 
consists of Earl Brady, Sharlene Brady, Dave Shepard, and Freda Hibpshman. The Nicaragua team consists 
of team leaders Reid Buchanan and Mark Walz, Jill Robertson, Karen Girard, Trish Henson, Todd Conner and 
Craig Potts.

The Honduras team has graciously been fully funded (thank you!) but we are still seeking financial donations 
for the Nicaraguan team. Your generous gifts to the Nicaragua team will help us foster a loving and growing 
relationship between St. Luke and the people of the community of Yakaiwas in the jungles of Northern 
Nicaragua along the Rio Bocay. Your gifts will also be used to help teach and train teachers, to disciple and 
empower leaders, and to build a school in and alongside the community. You can give to these teams by 
donating online (mission trip fund) or by purchasing shares in the trips for $20 each at the Connection 
Center. Thank you, St. Luke, for your generous prayers and gifts. Be looking for stories, pictures, and 
information about the Honduras trip in the April newsletter and the Nicaragua trip in the May newsletter.

Thank You
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Join the Chancel Choir!
The Chancel Choir is working to prepare 
music for use throughout the Lenten Season. 
Of course, we are preparing several selections 
for services on Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, and Easter Sunday.  If you are 
interested in singing with the Chancel Choir 
during these worship services, please join 
us for rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. If you have questions, feel 
free to ask any choir member or contact the 
director, Brent Merritt.  His e-mail: bmerritt@
stlukeumc.org

Feed the Chancel Choir!
If you would like to help “feed the choir” 
on Easter morning, there will be a sign-up 
form at the Connection Center in early 
March.  This is a delicious way to show the 
Chancel Choir our appreciation for sharing 
their musical offerings at our 8:30, 9:45 and 
11:10 worship services.

Aldersgate Camp
Want an experience that 
you won’t forget? Check out 
Aldersgate Summer Camp at 
www.aldersgatecamp.org.

Church Security 
We care deeply about the safety of our staff, 
ministry teams, Mother’s Day Out, the Christian 
school and others that use the church building 
throughout the week. In order to be proactive 
in providing a safe, secure environment, all 
doors to the church except Door 3 (the main 
office at the front of the church under the 
portico) will now remain locked during office 
hours, Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm. Please use 
this entrance when 
coming to the church 
during these hours.



March 2016 | 11

Easter Flowers 
Help beautify the Sanctuary for the upcoming 
Easter season. The bulletins currently have inserts 
to complete for individuals to contribute to the 
decor as well as provide a special opportunity to 
commemorate loved ones. These contributions will 
be used by the Altar Guild to fund flowers for the 
Easter services and for future decorations. Please 
make your checks out to St. Luke and note 
“Altar Guild” in the memo line. On Easter 
Sunday, the names of those honored and 
remembered will be printed in the bulletin. 
Please note, these are due into the church 
office no later than March 16!

Floral Cross 
Come and be part of a wonderful St. Luke 
Easter tradition. Bring flowers, purchased 
or homegrown, and place them on the 
cross outside the front entrance (door #1) 
on Easter Sunday, March 27. If you have not 
previously participated, 2016 is the perfect 
time to begin!

Climb Aboard!
Canada and New England Cruise featuring 
guest speaker, our very own,  Ron Crandall! 

Ron Crandall is a Professor Emeritus and retired Dean of the E. Stanley Jones School of World 
Mission and Evangelism at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. Currently, he 
is the Executive Director of ABIDE, a church renewal ministry for smaller congregations. He 
has authored several books, including the 25-week small group resource WITNESS: Learning 
to Share Your Christian Faith. His extensive travel includes tours across Europe with his wife, 
Bonnie, performing with the Lexington Singers.

This is a wonderful cruise opportunity done 
by Educational Opportunities tours and 
sails from New York City to Quebec City. 
Aboard the Holland America Zuiderdam, 
you could visit several global cities along 
the US and Canada. 

Departs September 27, 2016 
All aboard the Holland America Zuiderdam.  An11 Day 
Program cruising through Canada and New England 
with Special Guest Speaker Ron Crandall. Illuminate your 
life with extraordinary lighthouses, vibrant gardens & 
charming harbors.

More information and pricing contact Ron Crandall or go to: 
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/canada-new-england-2016



Our Service Times: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:10 a.m. 
Youth Worship: 9:45 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:10 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Child care available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

Thank You Notes... 
Dear St. Luke,
By supporting the Ronald McDonald House you have helped us provide families with much needed items 
for their stay such as toiletries, toys, clothing, and linens, prepare meals for volunteers and families, and 
keep rooms clean and comfortable for them. Thank you for your recent donation of pop tabs. 
-Ronald McDonald House Charities

Dear St. Luke, 
Thank you for your hospitality to us! We enjoyed our stay and time to worship at St. Luke.
-Paintsville UMC 

Dear St.Luke UMC, 
Thank you for your recent gift to fight hunger in Kentucky. Starting very small, from the back of Mim 
Hunt’s station wagon in 1955, to today, when we reach thousands on Kentuckians through four ware-
houses, 13 trucks, and the hands of our employees and volunteers alike, we strive to eliminate hunger in 
our area. To accomplish that goal we rely on the kindness of many donors like you. 
Thanks!
God’s Pantry

Dear Aldersgate friends, 
Thank you for supporting the ministries of Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center! All of us, here at Alders-
gate Camp appreciate your church’s donation from the Wednesday.Comm dinner for the ongoing minis-
tries at Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center. Thank you to your church for being our partners in ministry 
to be able to provide these “wonderful experiences”  to our campers.
Blessings!
Dave Cohn 


