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2015 has been such an 
incredible year in the life of 
our church!  God remains 
faithful, and in many ways, 
our St. Luke family has been 
faithful as well.  We began 
2015 with some lofty goals.  
We knew that these goals 
were going to challenge us, 
and while we truly desired 
to meet the goals, we knew 
that whether we did or not, 
striving to meet these goals 
would impact our ministries 
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have 

become new.”
2 Corinthians 5:17

in many ways and would 
continue to propel us forward, 
moving us closer and closer 
to our vision of Jesus Christ in 
Every Life.

So, a year later, how did we 
do?  Well, the short answer 
is that we did pretty well on 
some, others lagged, and we 
exceeded one beyond our 
wildest dreams.  
(continued on pg.11)

New Year
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At the beginning of 2015, we kicked off the 
Balloon Fund.   This is a project to retire the 
mortgage on the Life Center by the year 2025 
rather than 2035 as originally projected.   To do 
this we will need to pay $78,000 in additional 
principal payments for the next 10 (now 9) years.   
To help us visualize our progress, we are “selling” 
balloons at the cost of $600 per balloon, and 
every time that 10 or more “sold” balloons are 
accumulated, we have been releasing them with 
the invitation to “Come And Soar” with us at St. 
Luke.   We decided to enter into this bold project 
for two reasons:

1.  The continuing inclusion of the mortgage 
payments in our budget (which will eventually 
grow to $240, 000 per year) will place an 
eventually unmanageable strain on our annual 
budget and ministries. We are already beginning 
to feel that strain as we face a significant budget 

deficit at the end of 2015, a large portion of which 
is caused by the inclusion of additional mortgage 
payments in the General Fund Budget.

2.  If we can cut the number of years of the 
mortgage in half, we will save One Million Dollars 
in interest over the life of the loan.   Imagine the 
ministry and outreach we could be involved in 
as a church with an additional one million dollars 
of support.   Many were skeptical that the church 
could meet the annual goal of $78,000.   However, 
by the end of June last year we had already 
exceeded the goal for 2015 and by the end of the 
year nearly 40% of the goal for the year 2025 had 
been received.  In all, over $100,000 has been paid 
directly to the principal in the last year.   What an 
amazing accomplishment!  Individuals and Sunday 
School Classes and the youth and the children 
all did their part in “buying” balloons.    For each 
additional year that we can reduce the term on the 
mortgage beyond the 10 year initial goal, we will 
save an additional $50,000 in interest.   

On January 24, we will be having a special Unity 
Service, celebrating our unity even in the midst of 
the incredible diversity of the St. Luke Family.   On 
that Sunday we will also kick off the second year of 
the Balloon Fund: Save A Million project.   We will 
have a balloon release after the Unity Service and 
before the Community Meal, outside Door No. 3.   It 
will be a great and exciting day at St. Luke, and a 
wonderful way to begin a yearlong celebration of 
the 40th Birthday of St. Luke.    We are grateful to all 
of those who have supported this project in 2015 
and urge everyone to be in prayer about how each 
one of us can be a part in 2016.  Let’s soar together 
in 2016.

  Dear Friends, 



Save the Date! Wednesday.comm Spring Semester
Wednesday.comm Classes and Activities start January 27

Wednesday evenings are a great way to get connected at St. Luke.  Each Wednesday evening includes a 
time of fellowship over dinner.  Following the meal there are classes and activities for children, youth, and 
adults.  Once again this year, the meals will be hosted by different groups and classes to raise awareness 
and support for various ministries in our church and community.  If your group or class is interested in 
serving a meal, or if you are interested in facilitating a class, please contact Kathy Fitzgerald @ 859-559-9893, 
kfitz_20000@yahoo.com, or Nora Conner @ 859-269-4687, nconner@stlukeumc.org

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week, Beginning January 27:

5:15-6:30 p.m. Come-and-go community meal in the gym

6:00-7:00 p.m. Childcare for infants and toddlers

6:00-7:00 p.m. Activities for preschoolers

6:00-7:00 p.m. K-5th Graders— Bible-based activities and music

6:00-7:30 p.m. Youth Bible Study

6:00-7:30 p.m. Adult Classes

7:00-8:30 p.m. Adult Choir

7:00-8:30 p.m. Childcare available for children of parents in choir or class.

Adult classes and groups will be announced in early January.
There is something for everyone!

January 2016 | 3

Help the 
Hungry! 

Classes and 
Activties

Food and 
Fellowship
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  VBS 2016 at St. Luke is…

Mark your calendars!  St. Luke VBS 2016 is happening June 20-24, 2016 
(Monday – Friday). Please pray for VBS leaders as we plan this big project.  For 
questions, suggestions, or if you already know you’d like to volunteer, contact 
Renee Edington at (869) 608-6959 or renee.edington@gmail.com.

Bible Reading in 2016
Here at St. Luke, we feel that reading the Bible regularly is a vital component to every person’s 
growth as a disciple.  One way we encourage everyone to read their Bibles on a regular basis is 
by providing a plan for reading through the Bible in a year, and an easy way to do this is on our 
website, www.stlukeumc.org.  There you can click on the link and see the daily passage or even 
subscribe and have it sent directly to your email address.  Printed copies of the reading schedule 
are also available in the Connection Center and Welcome Center lobbies.  Join in this journey to-
gether with other St. Lukers, and let us pray for and encourage each other along the way!  If you 
have questions, please contact Nora Conner at nconner@stlukeumc.org or 269-4687 (ext. 242).



January 2016 | 5

We had an awesome time at the Multicultural 
Worship Service on Sunday, November 29 with 
the children leading us into God’s presence. 
Who would have thought that our children 
were capable of putting on such an exquisite 
performance? This goes to say that there’s no 
limit to the abilities of children - they only need 
to be allowed freedom of expression!  They 
expressed their praises to God in song, dance, 
instrumental renditions and recitations. It was 
totally awesome - the parents were thrilled and 

Children Lead Multicultural Worship 
the kids themselves could not wipe the looks 
of satisfaction off their faces. From the very first 
minute, they led us in worship (did you read that 
right? Yes you did! They led us in worship!). I dare 
say this was one Sunday we’d all love to see many 
more of.  We are grateful to God for the success 
of the day. We are also thankful for our Pastor 
Irene Kabete, the parents, and the many beautiful 
kids God has blessed us with! All of this could 
not  have been possible without them. We look 
forward to many more of these!

“Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold 
against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger”

Psalm 8:2, NIV

by Tomiwa Adekunle 
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Missions Opportunity in Nicaragua 
March 18-26, 2016

With the support of the St. Luke Going Forth Team, we will be joining local partners in Nicaragua to support 
a newly planted church through this intentional effort to combine discipleship and community develop-
ment in Wuastari, Nicaragua.  The community has no access to electricity, clean water or formal education 
for their children. Transportation is by the Rio Coco River.  The partnership will build relationship through 
financial resources, training, education, healthcare and provision of resources.  Through this partnership a 
new school will be built. 
 
Objectives of the Partnership:
-Build a two-room school
-Sewing/Health Promotion Ministry – the community has started a sewing group to teach individuals the 
trade of sewing. St Luke will partner with the sewing group to furnish two pedal sewing machines. 
-Assist in training local health promoters  

Opportunities for St Luke UMC
-People willing to help financially support our team members and project. 
-Interest from those willing to “go” into the fields. Short term team now forming for a trip on 
March 18-26, 2016
-Prayer

Q: How much does it cost?
A: Tentative cost of $1,795 per person includes round-trip airfare, all meals in Nicaragua, all ground and 
water transportation, lodging, airport arrival and departure taxes, and programming. Participants will need 
money for snacks, souvenirs, and meals/snacks on travel days at the beginning and end of the trip 
outside Nicaragua.

Q: How can I find out more?
A: Those who would like to learn more and discern if this is an experience to which God is calling them 
may email Reid at rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org. Additional information will be sent to you, along with the 
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Budget Needs for November, 2015 $128,125.50)

*Total Income for November, 2015 $153,164.67) 
Surplus for the month ($25,039)

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 11/30/2015) $1,230,004.80)
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 11/30/2015) $1,094,887.72)
Deficit for the year ($135,117.08)

Alms Donations – November $3,091.00)
Balloon Fund Contributions – November $5,562.00)
Balloon Fund Contributions – Year-To-Date $98,728.13)
Mortgage Balance (as of 11/30/15) $2,732,849.46
Methodist Home (5th Sunday Offering) $1,060.00
*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts)

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed in God’s 
hands, that I still possess.” — Martin Luther (1483-1546), German reformer and theologian

Stewardship Update 

Missions Opportunity in Honduras
February 26–March 5, 2016

The Going Forth team of St. Luke UMC is sponsoring a mission trip to Trujillo, Honduras in partnership with 
GO International. The team will be involved in the following projects: a Vacation Bible School, light con-
struction, sewing classes, eyeglass distribution, and medical outreach.  The setting is a poor area outside of 
Trujillo in the community of Puerto Castillo among the Garifino people in Honduras.

Partner: Our partner is Ivan Galindo Paz. GO International has partnered with Pastor Ivan in his outreach to 
the Garifino people around Trujillo for several years.
Location: The team will stay at a hotel in Trujillo and minister in villages outside of Trujillo.

Cost: The cost of the trip is $2000.
If you would like additional information, please contact Earl Brady at 859-619-0160 or  earlbrady13@gmail.
com or Reid Buchanan at rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Neighborhood Post Card Team
As a vital part of our hospitality, the Neighborhood 
Post Card Team sends out post cards to welcome 
our new neighbors who have recently purchased 
a home.  Openings are available.  Contact Sarah 
Turner at saraheturner5@aol.com or 859-263-8271.  
For additional information contact Reid Buchanan 
at rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.

Calling all Bread Bakers!
As a part of the Welcome Team Ministry, bread 
is provided to our first-time guests.  If you 
would like to be part of this important ministry, 
openings are available.  Contact Arlene Stoll 
at 271-6232 or asgrandma@gmail.com. For 
additional  information contact Reid Buchanan at 
rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.

Knitters
The knitters will resume meeting on Monday 
afternoons beginning January 11 at 1:30 pm in 
Room 110. We will welcome knitters of all levels of 
experience. 

UM Women 
We want to thank St Luke and all the guests for helping make 
our Holiday Bazaar such a great success. The proceeds will 
help support women, youth and children’s ministries. The next 
Unit meeting of United Methodist Women will be February 
11, in the St Luke fellowship hall at 10:30 a.m.  This will include 
both the morning and evening circles. We want to extend a 
warm welcome to all women to come join us for this meeting.  
We will have someone talk to us about “Mission for Native 
Americans.”  The morning circle meets the second Thursday of 
the month at 10:30 a.m. & the evening circle meets the first Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.  Contact Elaine Ketterer at 
859-492-0776 or Kathy Silberman at 859-699-1582 for more information on these meetings.

Keenagers Class Invitation
The new year offers the opportunity to consider how we are going to grow our spiritual lives in the next 365 
days.  We invite you to think about joining us in the Keenagers Sunday School Class. Most of us are 50 and 
older, but that is not an absolute requirement. On January 10, we are starting a study of Max Lucado’s new 
book, Glory Days. It’s going to be an exciting journey. We meet in the Trinity Room from 9:45 – 10:45 am on 
Sundays. The book is $13.00. For more info call Stan Durbin at 263-0402.
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This will be a big year in the life of St. Luke, as we will celebrate our 40th birthday as a church!  Our 
church began in 1976 as faithful visionaries from all of the other United Methodist Churches in Lexington 
came together and formed St. Luke UMC.  Our church grew rapidly, and after beginning in a storefront 
in Woodhill Shopping Center, we began building on our current property and moved here.  We will be 
recognizing our birthday throughout the year, but the celebration will begin on Sunday, January 24 with 
a special day of worship.  On that Sunday, we will have one combined worship service in the Sanctuary, 
and it will involve all of our worshipping communities as we celebrate our unity in our diversity—the 
three morning services, God’s Backyard, the Youth, the Swahili Missional Community, the Multicultural 
Community, and the Young Adult Missional Communities.  Our special guest speaker will 
be one of our former pastors, Bishop Lindsey Davis.  Following the worship service, we will have a potluck 
lunch in the Gym.  Mark January 24 on your calendar, and begin praying now that we have a 
great day of worship, celebration, and fellowship together.  And don’t miss it!

Happy 40th St. Luke!
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Generous People
 in Action

The Wednesday.Comm program features a heavy emphasis on Community.   (That's why we 
call it .comm.  This is not a spelling error but rather short for community). It has developed 
into a great picture of community as we welcomed persons who were waiting to be served by 
God's Pantry to share a meal and fellowship with us.  Many took advantage of this hospitality 
each week. In addition, this past year we were blessed with a large influx of children and youth 
who live in the neighborhood.   Forty young people came to church to experience the love of 
God, receive a healthy meal and have the opportunity to learn more about God through the 
amazing children's and youth ministries that take place on Wednesday nights.   And it is so 
exciting to see the children bringing siblings, and even parents.   Recently one young mother 
shared over dinner that her daughter was responsible for her being there.   Her daughter had 
told her, "St. Luke is such an awesome place, you've just got to come and see."   Your continued 
generosity, sharing your tithes and offerings, as well as your time and talents, allows us to 
continue to reach out into our surrounding community, introducing Jesus Christ in every life.  
Thank you for being Generous People In Action.

SUPPORT - If you’d still like to get involved, we are looking for those willing to share a five minute devotional 
during half-time of each basketball game with our Upward families about what it means to have Jesus 
Christ in your Life!  If you wish to help in another way, you can still can! It’s simple and easy!  Just donate 
snack foods or drinks for our concession stand or money to help provide assistance for those children less 
fortunate who still wish to play.  

PRAYERS – We need prayer warriors to partner with us each day for the success of our league.  
Help us to glorify and honor God’s name with our efforts and encourage us to focus on our mission 
of ”Jesus Christ in Every Life” so that we can strengthen our community!

SCHEDULE – Come see us, meet new people, serve or just join in the fun each Saturday morning January 16 
- March 5, 9am-Noon.

THANKS – We really appreciate all those who stepped up to serve when we really needed your 
help.  Your efforts have allowed us to continue to offer this basketball ministry to the kids in our 
community from K-6th grade at St. Luke for a sixth consecutive season. Thank You!

To serve, donate or have your Upward questions answered, please drop by and see Ed or contact him at 
etowle@stlukeumc.org.
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Wrapping up and Looking Forward 
(continued from front cover) 
Many in our midst stepped out in service for the first time or in new ways. Many people have taken 
a “next step” in their connection to our body, and dozens of people, especially neighborhood youth and 
children, have connected to our family through our Wednesday evening programming and Kids’ Café.  This 
year saw 20 people profess their faith in Jesus Christ, and we have retained all 36 of our new members.  
Largely due to our new Swahili Missional Community, we will probably meet our goal of 400 first time guests 
in worship! Regarding the Save-A-Million goal:  While the dream of paying off our building debt early and 
saving so much interest was exciting, we thought it might be just a dream, perhaps the most audacious goal 
of all! However, our St. Luke family has responded in such an amazing way, and we have more than met that 
goal (see Pastor Mark’s article on page 2 for a more detailed update on this).

 What’s really important in all this, though, is that all of the goals have impacted our St. Luke community in 
significant ways, and they have guided us in setting the next step in ministry direction for 2016.  God has 
brought us to a crucial time; to reach our community and world, to be the shining light, the beacon of hope 
that God desires us to be. in 2016 we will have a major emphasis on discipleship.  We will continue our Save-
A-Million goal, as that’s a 10-year plan. Continuing to achieve each yearly goal will demonstrate excellent 
stewardship that will impact our ministries and capacity to reach the world for decades to come.  And for 
2016, we are going to focus on one critical ministry goal:  to fully equip every member to be a true disciple 
of Jesus Christ.  You will see the implementation of this goal in many ways, including through sermon series, 
materials available for Sunday School classes to utilize, Wednesday.comm classes and other short-term 
groups, and worship emphasis, and you will be feeling some nudges to ask yourself what it really means 
to say that you are a Christ-follower.  Do be in prayer for our church—our people, our pastors and staff, our 
ministries, our volunteer/servants.  Prepare to grow even deeper in your love and relationship with our Lord 
and Savior!



Our Service Times: 
Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:10 a.m. 
Youth Worship: 9:45 a.m.
God’s Backyard (K - 5th grade): 11:10 a.m. 
Swahili Worship: 12:30 p.m.
Multicultural Worship: 3:00 p.m.
Childcare available at all services.2351 Alumni Dr., Lexington, KY 40517 · 859-269-4687

A Few Final Notes...
Dear St. Luke UMC,  
New location and changes in the annual Thanksgiving food distribution 
did not faze dedicated St. Luke volunteers. The Coordinator for the Fayette 
County’s God’s Pantry sites has sent a message to us: “Many thanks to 
the St. Luke Team for their superb efforts in making this year’s food 
distribution a huge success. We value the great partnership we have with 
St. Luke in meeting the needs of our community.” On November 24th 
during  three shifts St. Luke volunteers served 1225 families.
 
Tremendous job everyone!  

Karen Hinkle, Communications Coordinator, St. Luke’s God’s Pantry Team.

A team of volunteers from St. Luke took 
a trip down to the Operation Christmas 
Child processing center in Atlanta, GA on 
December 14. We were also able to present 
them with a check as a donation.


