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outreach
Upcoming Events and Opportunities

Opportunity In Missions

Disaster Relief in Eastern Kentucky

The devastation around our state, and especially Johnson
County resulting from the recent storms and floods, is a
reminder that as blessed people we have a responsibility
to be a blessing. In addition to your prayer support, we
are calling on our churches to collect needed items to be
sent to the hardest hit areas to begin recovery. A list of
needed items is posted on our Facebook page, website,
and the bulletin board in the Cafe. You can drop off these
items at one of the four designated locations. Our dropoff points are: Christ Church (Harrodsburg and Man
O'War) and First UMC (downtown Lexington). Contact
Randy at Christ Church with any additional questions at
pastorrandy@christchurchlex.com.

The Going Forth team of St. Luke UMC is sponsoring
a missions trip to Honduras in partnership with GO
International. The trip is scheduled for January 22 through
January 30. The team will be involved in the following
projects: a Vacation Bible School, light construction, sewing
classes, eyeglass distribution, and medical outreach.
If you would like additional information, please contact
Earl Brady at 859-619-0160 or at earlbrady13@gmail.com.
Based on preliminary planning, the cost of the trip will be
approximately $2,000.

Back-to-School Outreach Wraps Up
on August 2

Did You Know St. Luke Supports
Kentucky Refugee Ministries?

As summer comes to a close, our annual Back to School
outreach project is finishing up as well. This year, we are
serving students living in the new Nathaniel Mission
neighborhood and those involved in St. Luke ministries.
Gifts need to be back to church by Sunday, August 2 for
distribution that day. We will need a lot of volunteers to
manage this large project. Please stop by the Connection
Center and see where you can serve. You will be blessed.

If you have clothing you would like to donate to the
Kentucky Refugee Ministry, simply take your donations
to Goodwill and tell the attendant at the drop-off that
you want your donation credited to the Kentucky
Refugee Ministry. Then, refugees working to establish
lives in the U.S. will receive vouchers for free clothing.
For families who are often coming from war-torn areas
and have had to leave everything behind, this simple gift
can be life changing!

United Methodist Mountain Mission

The Mountain Mission is in great need of clothes
(including underwear, socks, and shoes) for men, women,
and children. They are also in need of good, usable
furniture, scrubs, uniforms, dishes, pots, pans, small
appliances, rubberbands, safety pins, hand soap, toilet
paper, furniture polish, and garbage bags. Please drop
off donated items to the Resource Room (just past the
Connection Center) before August 10.

Let's Fill Up the Pantry

Our pantry supplies are running low. We could use
your help especially in providing canned vegetables,
soups, and fruits. Supplies from the main pantry
are very limited right now due to the usual summer
slump in donations. Donations may be put in the
blue barrels in the Life Center lobby and by the Cafe.
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worship

Upcoming Events and Opportunities

Multicultural and Swahili
Community Revival
Saturday, August 22
12:00-4:00 p.m.
St. Luke UMC
A
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fellowship
Upcoming Events and Opportunities

Contact instructor Rebecca Hannifar A
at 859-221-2223 for more information.

5/August 2015

notes
of Praise and Appreciation

.
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notes
of Praise and Appreciation

Congratulations Pastor Nora Conner

At the Kentucky Annual Conference in June, our own Nora Conner completed a
year and a half process and was licensed as a Local Pastor in the Kentucky Annual
Conference. She has, of course, served St. Luke for several years as our Program
Director as a lay person. Upon receiving her Local Pastor License, she became
eligible to be appointed to St. Luke and serve as a Clergy Person. Acting upon that
knowledge, the Staff Parish Committee voted to request that Nora be appointed to
St. Luke as our Associate Pastor. As Associate Pastor, Nora will continue to fulfill her
previous duties but will also take on some more “pastoral” responsibilities such as
preaching on occasion, serving the Sacraments and some hospital visitation, etc. We
have been blessed by Nora’s ministry and are excited to welcome her to this new role.
Congratulations!

This past week at annual conference was an incredible, very eye-opening experience! I
am grateful for having the opportunity to attend the Kentucky Annual Conference. I
learned so much about our church and what goes on behind-the-scenes.
I was able to meet a lot of other youth that are just as involved in their church. We
shared and talked about sensitive issues in a very welcoming environment. There were
a lot of amazing leaders that I will miss dearly and hope to see very soon.
I am hopeful that I will be able to attend again next year along with more St.
Luke youth delegates. I know it would be a very good learning experience and an
unforgettable opportunity.
Sydney Wade

Dear St. Luke UMC,
Thank you for your continued monthly support of the Wesley Foundation at UK.
This summer, we are working hard on making as many building updates as possible
within our budget. We are looking forward to a strong outreach to the incoming
freshman class utilizing our building as a place of hospitality.
Thank you for your support and for making this vision a reality.
Sincerely,
William Herndon
UK Wesley Foundation
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study
Opportunities & Updates

Save the Date!
Wednesday.comm Fall Semester
Wednesday.comm Classes and Activities Start August 19
Wednesday evenings are a great way to get connected at St. Luke. Each Wednesday evening starts with a time of
fellowship over dinner. Following the meal, there are classes and activities for children, youth, and adults.
Once again this year, the meals will be hosted by different groups and classes to raise awareness and support for various
ministries in our community. Meals are $5 per plate ($15 max per family, sharing allowed, if you wish) and will be
served from 5:15-6:30 p.m.
We have a very exciting line-up of classes this fall, and some are still under development! Check out the descriptions on
the next page to find one that best suits your discipleship growth needs.

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week:
5:15-6:30 p.m. 		

Come and go community meal in the Gym

6:00-7:00 p.m. 		

Childcare for infants and toddlers

6:00-7:00 p.m.		

Activities for preschoolers

6:00-7:00 p.m.		

K-5th Graders–Beakers, Bubbles, and the Bible

6:00-7:30 p.m.		

Youth Bible Study in the Youth Room

6:00-7:30 p.m.		

Adult Classes (see next page)

7:00-8:30 p.m.		

Adult Choir

7:00-8:30 p.m.		

Childcare available for children of parents in choir or class.
A
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Opportunities & Updates

Adult Classes and Groups
St. Luke 101 – Membership Class						
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Pastor Mark Girard (September 30-November 11)
New to St. Luke? Just want to learn more about St. Luke? Join our pastor in this discussion-oriented group as they
explore St. Luke’s ministries as well as the history and beliefs of the United Methodist Church.
Fresh Air: The Holy Spirit for an Inspired Life
			
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Keith Reinke (August 19-November 11)
In this study on the Holy Spirit, we will use Jack Levison's book, Fresh Air: The Holy Spirit for an Inspired Life as we
study who the Holy Spirit is, what he does, and why it all matters. The Holy Spirit is not just about speaking in tongues,
spiritual gifts, or, "fruits"–but also about our deepest breath and our highest human aspirations. If this is not how the
Holy Spirit works in your life, you're missing one of the greatest gifts God has to offer you. Join us as we break this all
down together and learn how to unleash the Spirit within our own lives.
Calvin vs. Wesley: Predetermined, Or Can We Make A Difference?			
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Wendell Barnett (August 19-November 11)
In this study, the group will explore two prominent ways of understanding who God is, human responsibility, salvation,
God’s grace, and holy living through service, as well as how these concepts connect the way we live. Join us as we
journey together and seek to better understand how what we believe impacts the ways we live out our faith.
Churchwide Study: The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I Am” Sayings of Jesus
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Chris Bacon (September 30–November 11)
In this study by United Methodist Pastor Rob Fuquay, see the places Jesus stood and explore what Jesus meant when
he made his “I Am” declarations. With each statement, Jesus uses vivid images to capture our imagination, revealing
more about his identity and purpose. Experience Jesus anew and discover the God who wants to be known!
Coping as a Caregiver 							
6:30-7:30 p.m.
by the Stephen Ministers and guests (September 30–November 11)
Are you caring for a loved one who is aging or in a circumstance where they can not fully care for themselves? Do
you anticipate that you could be in this position? Join others in an exploration of the challenges of the caregiver in
dealing with the relationships, feelings, and communication challenges that are commonly faced by caregivers in
these situations, and gain skills in self care and locating resources to assist with this season of life that most of us
face at some point.
Knitting and Crocheting
						
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Karla Lhade (August 19-November 11)
This group meets weekly to knit and crochet scarves for various missions and causes. We have now started loom
knitting, too! All are welcome from beginner to expert. Stop by anytime for fellowship and some crocheting and
knitting tips!
Galatians Bible Study
Facilitated by John Rotramel (August 19-September 23)			
6:30-7:30 a.m.
Looking for a week night Bible study? This group will be perfect for you! Join long-time St. Luke Bible study facilitator
in a journey through the Apostle Paul's letter to the Galatians.
A
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Coming in September
Our 2015 Church-Wide Study:
The God We Can Know: Exploring the
“I Am” Sayings of Jesus
In this study by United Methodist pastor Rob Fuquay, we will see the places Jesus stood and explore
what Jesus meant when he made his “I Am” declarations. With each statement, Jesus uses vivid
images to capture our imagination, revealing more about his identity and purpose. Experience Jesus
anew and discover the God who wants to be known!

September 27-November 8
Sermon Series
Offered through Sunday School classes and Wednesday.comm
More details to come!

Recycling Notes

St. Luke 101 Is Coming!

If you are new to the church or would simply like to
know more about St. Luke and the United Methodist
Church, plan to join Pastor Mark for St. Luke 101, a
six week exploration of the church. It will be offered
during Wednesday. comm from 6 to 7 p.m. beginning
on September 30. Watch for more information.

St. Luke is an environmentally-friendly church. We are
intentional about recycling and purposeful in being
Styrofoam-free. Biodegradeable coffee cups have been
stocked in all beverage areas. As well, please do your
part and recycle all paper, bulletins included. Empty
pizza boxes, empty soda cans and bottles, empty juice
bottles and jars, and empty water bottles are all welcome
additions to our recycling bins.
A
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update
on the Balloon Fund

Balloon Fund Reaches 2015 Goal In Half a Year But
General Fund Receipts Lag Behind
When we launched the Balloon fund in February of this year, we said that if we can raise an additional $78,000 a year
for the next ten years to pay directly towards the Mortgage on the Life Center, we could retire the complete debt in half
the time that was originally anticipated and that would save us ONE MILLION DOLLARS over the life of the loan.
There were several who said that goal was too ambitious–that we could never reach it. However, we pushed forward,
releasing a balloon for every $600 raised towards the goal (130 balloons annually). Individuals, groups, and Sunday
School classes stepped forward in a major way, “purchasing” balloons and sponsoring Wednesday.comm meals. It was
an incredible response and, on the last Sunday in June, we celebrated reaching the impossible goal with the release of
the remainder of the 130 balloons for the year 2015. Not only did we meet the goal, but we did so six months early.
God has blessed us so abundantly, way beyond measure. So, on July 12 we celebrated the beginning of a new year. For
the remainder of 2015, we will be receiving funds towards the $78,000 goal for the year 2025 which we project as the
last year for the mortgage. If we can retire the obligation for 2025 by the end of 2015, we will save an additional year of
interest (about $50,000) over the life of the loan and retire the debt in nine years rather than ten. What an incredible
story you are writing. So, "Come and Soar" with us.
That’s the incredible news. There is, however, some troubling news. As we move through these summer months, we
have fallen significantly behind in our General Fund giving. A great deal of the deficit can be attributed to the fact that
we are absorbing two additional monthly mortgage payments into the General Budget this year, according to plan.
The reason we launched the Balloon Fund was because we realized that the monthly mortgage payments were going
to provide us with an ever-increasing challenge that would eventually have a stifling effect on many of the ministries
of the church. We are actually running slightly ahead of our giving from last year, but the mortgage payments have
made the deficit rise. This, of course, is not a completely new situation for St. Luke. Your generosity in the months of
November and December every year have always allowed us to finish the year in a positive way. However, in the short
term, this presents significant cash flow issues and could hamper the church's ability to meet its obligations in ministry.
We could certainly use your help now. As we emerge from the summer months, please check your giving levels, and
if you have fallen behind, please catch up as soon as you can. There are so many wonderful things happening at St.
Luke that need the support of us all if they are going to lead us towards our vision of Jesus Christ in Every Life. And
there are so many more ways that we need to be serving in our community and our world. Together we can make it
happen. And to God be the glory!
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Budget Needs for May, 2015					
*Total Income for May, 2015					
Deficit for the month					

$ 128,125.50
$ 127,734.83
($
390.67)

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 5/31/2015)
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 5/31/2015)
Deficit for the year				

$ 563,752.20
$ 483,871.86
($ 79,880.34)
5,354.00

Alms Donations – May						

$

Balloon Fund Contributions – May			
Balloon Fund Contributions – Year-To-Date			
Mortgage Fund Balance as of 5/31/2015			

$ 21,263.13
$ 73,263.13
$ 2,839,614.36

Methodist Home (5th Sunday offering)			

$

721.00

*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts)

Budget Needs for June, 2015					
*Total Income for June, 2015					
Deficit for the month					

$ 102,500.40
$ 77,300.64
($ 25,199.76)

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 6/30/2015)
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 6/30/2015)
Deficit for the year				

$ 666,252.60
$ 561,172.50
($ 105,080.10)

Alms Donations – June						

$

2,994.04

Balloon Fund Contributions – June			
Balloon Fund Contributions – Year-To-Date			
Mortgage Fund Balance as of 6/30/2015			

$
4,738.00
$ 78,001.13
$ 2,809,547.75

*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts)
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