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..to our goals

Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.
Psalm 119:35

Save A Million Update
Way to go, St. Luke!

We have now released 81 balloons, which represents over $48,600 contributed to our Balloon Fund.
We are now over half way to reaching our goal of 130 balloons for 2015. This initiative, as we live it out
each year for 10 years, will allow us to pay off the mortgage on the Life Center 10 years early, saving
$1,000,000 in interest!

Watch for future balloon releases.
Pray for St. Luke in this endeavor.
Check out the display in the Sanctuary lobby for more
information and ongoing updates.

How can you give?
Use special red envelope on display table & info racks
Online at www.stlukeumc.org
Write “Balloon Fund” on the memo line of your check

Imagine what it will mean
for St. Luke’s ministries
when we have saved
$1,000,000 in interest!
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What can God do
with $1,000,000?
A

..to serve others
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Outreach Opportunities
Through our local outreach initiatives, we partner with several organizations and ministries, working together to meet
the practical and spiritual needs of the communities we serve. Our goal is to be the hands and feet of Jesus, driven by
His heart to serve others, while giving people the opportunity to find true hope and fulfillment.

Why Serve Together?

Life was meant to be enjoyed in the context of community. When we participate with others in serving, we build
strong relationships, while growing together in our walk with God.
Secondly, there is exponential strength in numbers. We are just better...together. When we serve in teams, we combine
our strength and become much more effective in advancing the cause of Christ.
Lastly, we serve together because no one person can single-handedly move the vision of St. Luke UMC forward. The
many ministries of Outreach/Missions are a family of believers, and our church is not built on the gifts and talents of
a few, but on the sacrifice and service of many.
If you would like to experience the joy of serving and be part of a community that is reaching out into our community,
see a few of the opportunities below.

Our Local Partners

Nathaniel Mission
Lexington Rescue Mission
Lexington Habitat for Humanity
UM Wesley Foundation
St. Luke Opportunities
Community Kitchen
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes
God’s Pantry–Contact Kathy Gendreau, 229-7527 or katgen452@twc.com.
Kids Cafe
For additional information, please contact Reid Buchanan at rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.
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St. Luke,

Thank you for your recent gift to help fight hunger
in Kentucky. God's Pantry puts the funds we receive
to use in a variety of carefully planned ways. Our
primary function is serving as the food bank to
50 counties in Central and Eastern Kentucky. We
reach low-income residents of those counties through
partnerships with nearly 400 agencies that operate
pantries, soup kitchens, centers for youth or seniors,
and other similar facilities.

Thank your for your generous gift to sponsor the
Lexington Rescue Mission's Annual Walk for
Warmth. With your help, we raised over $20,000 for
our Homeless Prevention Program.
Your contribution will be used to help people in crisis
by providing emergency financial assistance for rent
and utility bills as well as budget counseling, resource
referral, and case management. In addition to this
program, we offer a variety of services to help those in
need overcome life's barriers and live independently.

Together we can solve hunger. Thank you for
joining us.
Marian F. Guinn
Chief Executive Officer
God's Pantry

With heartfelt gratitude,
Jim Connell
Executive Director
Lexington Rescue Mission

Dear St. Luke,
I feel truly blessed by your support as we work tirelessly
to share hope with our neighbors in need. Thank you
for demonstrating God's love to people who are facing
very difficult times.

Dear St. Luke UMC,
Thank you for your continued monthly support of
the University of Kentucky Wesley Foundation. Your
regular contributions equip us to fulfill our mission
on the university campus. We are proud and grateful
to be partners with you in this mission field.

Each week, we serve more than 500 meals to men,
women, and children at our Outreach Center. Your
recent gift not only provides meals for them but a
chance for true healing and transformation.
In partnership for changed lives,

Sincerely,
UK Wesley Foundation

Jim Connell
Executive Director
Lexington Rescue Mission
A
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Before this Easter season in the church gets past us,
I wanted to take a moment to reflect and express some
appreciation for all who have gone the extra mile to make
it a great season of celebration in the church. Although our
Lenten season of worship started out quite unusual, with
the cancellation of the Ash Wednesday service due to all
the snow, we were provided with lots of opportunities for
special worship experiences.

The most amazing thing to me was the number of people
who are new to St. Luke that participated. Several of those
offered great positive feedback. We are already planning
ways to enhance that experience for next year. And then
the Easter Sunday services were so special, beginning with
Pastor Bob Ockerman leading us in the Sunrise Service
on a clear but crisp morning. His wonderful openness to
God's Spirit always makes that such a powerful way to
begin the day.

All of the music ministries of the church, Chancel Choir,
Children's Choir, Handbell Choirs, Will Solomon and the
Praise Band, and Cheryl Tolbert were key in leading us at
various times during Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. We are
so blessed with talented people who are willing to use their
talents to the Glory of God.

Once again, I can't say enough about the amazing way
the Chancel Choir, with special musicians, led us in all
three morning services. Cheryl Tolbert's original song was
also such a powerful call to worship as we proclaimed
Jesus alive. We are also indebted to the Altar Guild for the
beautiful way they set the table for worship with all of the
I appreciate all of the positive feedback concerning the beautiful flowers. It was a great day across the board with
“Mary, Did You Know?” sermon series. I must admit it over 1,000 people joining together to worship at St. Luke
took me in directions I did not anticipate. God obviously our risen Lord.
used it to help us with some essential truths about Jesus
that we sometimes take for granted or overlook entirely.
Finally, thanks to Pastors Lowell Langefeld, Bob Ockerman
and Don Cutter, all of you who invited persons to join us
Will and Cheryl provided the perfect enhancement with and who, as you always do, went out of your way to make
their musical contributions throughout the series. Our new persons feel welcome, as well as the entire St. Luke staff,
Palm Sunday celebration was, as always, beautifully led by and all of those who work behind the scenes, for all you did
the children's parade of palms and the extra special music to make it an amazing season of worship at St. Luke.
of the Chancel Choir. The Maundy Thursday service was
powerful in its simplicity and the focus almost exclusively
on the scriptural account of Christ's passion. It is always a
good reminder for me that sometimes preachers need to just
get out of the way of scripture. Good Friday Communion
and “The Way of the Cross” in the Sanctuary was very
well received.

A
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National Day of Prayer
First United Methodist Church
Downtown Lexington
Thursday, May 7, 2015
7:00-8:00p.m.

Please join several local Methodist congregations as we gather in Praise and Worship of Almighty God, the creator and
sustainer of all the earth. Come to pray for our Great Nation, remembering the foundations on which this country
was built. We will lift up our current leaders as well as several of the important institutions of our land in this time of
uncertainty. Nursery will be provided for children, kindergarten to fifth grade.

New Prayer Shawl Ministry
Starting April 28
In this ministry, compassion and the love of knitting and crocheting are combined into a prayerful ministry and
spiritual practice which reaches out to those in need of comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and joy. The
shawl-maker begins with prayers for the recipient, blessings are prayed into the shawls as they are made, and upon
completion, a final blessing is offered before the shawl is sent on its way to the person for whom it has been crafted.
The St. Luke Prayer Shawl Ministry will begin meeting weekly on Tuesday, April 28, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m. in room 126. If you knit or crochet, or would like to learn, please join us in the making and giving of Prayer
Shawls. Come join us for fellowship, prayer, and blessings!
Questions? Contact facilitator Sue Pixler, bspixler@gmail.com or (307)321-2934 for more information.
A

7/May 2015

..to actuve participation

I run in the path of your commands, for you have broadened my understanding.
Psalm 119:32

United Methodist
Women
Unit Meeting–Tuesday, May 5

Both the Esther Circle and the Sarah Circle will
meet together on Tuesday, May 5 in Fellowship
Hall at 6 p.m. Refreshments will be provided. This
will be our second Unit Meeting since forming two
circles. Come, join us. Learn who we are and what
we are about. For more information, call Kathy
Silberman at (859)699-1582.

VBS Is Coming!
Join the Expedition
June 14-18 from 6-8 p.m.

Kroger Card
Update

We need you! Help kids learn to Conquer
Challenges with God’s Mighty Power. We
especially need volunteers on site the week of VBS
to shepherd groups of children (crew leaders and
assistant crew leaders) from station to station. We
also need a decorating crew leader and helpers
to turn St. Luke into Mount Everest before VBS
starts. Don’t worry–we have lots of ideas. We also
need “behind the scenes” help the week of VBS.

Thanks to everyone who is participating in the
Kroger Community Rewards program by linking
your Plus Card to St. Luke UMC! There has been a
substantial increase in participation in comparision
to the old program of purchasing gift cards.

Sign up online at www.stlukeumc.org/vbs or
watch for sign-up sheets at the Connection Center
and outside Susan Cutshall’s office. Questions or
need more info? Contact Renee Edington at renee.
edington@gmail.com.

If you have not yet signed up, please go online to
www.kroger.com and follow the process. What an
easy way to support St. Luke and its ministries! If
you need help, please contact Dawn Brodersen at
dawnbrodersen@gmail.com or (859)577-3298.
A
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Membership Information Update
Does our church database have your family membership record correct? Have you changed your phone number,
email, or moved recently? Now is your chance to update your record for our annual Guide Book & Directory. Please
let the church office know about any changes to your record at (859)269-4687 or office@stlukeumc.org as the printing
deadline for the 2016 publication is fast approaching.

The 2015 Ministry-Focused Budget Book
Last year, we stepped away from a line item budget and moved towards a ministry-focused budget. Doing this allows
the staff and our congregation to tangibly see the resources for ministry as individual parts that add up to a collective
whole. We published a booklet called “Reflect” which focused on how our resources were used in 2013 and how we
planned to budget them in 2014 throughout our various ministries. This year we are releasing our publication for 2015
and calling it “Imagine.” The theme this year focuses on our nine lofty goals for 2015 that were introduced during the
“Imagine a Church” sermon series and it invites us to imagine how we might use our resources in 2015.
The budget is broken down into seven key areas: missional communities, outreach and evangelism, worship, children,
youth, adult, and nurture. Included in this book are all many ways that your tithes and offerings affect these key
ministry areas and, in turn, help us reach our 2015 goals. For quick reference, there is a budget breakdown pie chart
on one of the first pages in this document for you to quickly see how your gifts are dispersed throughout the seven
ministry areas.
We hope that this ministry-focused budget will help you, as a St. Luke participant, to realize that your resources, tithes,
gifts, and service work towards the greater good of bringing the city of Lexington and the world closer towards our
goal of Jesus Christ in Every Life.
Everyone who would like one is welcome to take one of these “Imagine” books and may pick one up from the church
office, the Welcome Center, Connection Center, or various information centers at the church.
A
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Have You Registered for Camp Yet?

Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center has been exciting and empowering campers of all ages for over 50 years! Join
us during this summer for a thrilling adventure full of activities like horseback riding, sports, music, campfires, Bible
study, hay rides, art, swimming, and so much more! Camps include one-night, weekend, half-week, and week-long
sessions with something for everyone, including the whole family and grandparents! Scholarships available. For more
information or to register for camp, please visit our website at www.aldersgatecamp.org.
WEEK 1
June 8-13 Elementary Cabin 1
June 8-13 Middle School Cabin 1
June 8-13 Jr. High Horse 1
June 8-13 Xtreme Adventure 1
June 8-13 Sr. High MAD
June 8-10 Grand Camp 1
June 11-13 Grand Camp 2
WEEK 2
June 15-20 Elementary Basketball
June 15-20 Elementary Horse 1
June 15-20 MS Outpost challenge
June 15-20 Jr. High Cottage
June 15-20 Sr. High Cabin 1
June 15-20 Counselor in Training
June 15-17 Grand Camp 3
June 17-18 I Don't Have Time 1
June 18-20 Grand Camp 4
WEEK 3
June 22-24 Mini Camp 1
June 25-27 Mini Camp 2
June 22-27 EL Weird & Gross

(Week 3 continued)
June 22-27 Middle School Cabin 2
June 22-27 Jr. High Princess
June 22-27 Sr. High Sports
June 22-27 Sr. High Mission
June 26-28 Family Campout
WEEK 4
June 29-July 4 Elementary Cottage 1
June 29-July 4 Jr. High Adventure 1
June 29-July 4 Jr. High Horse 2
June 29-July 4 Leisure Ministries
WEEK 5
July 6-8 Mini Camp 3
July 9-11 Mini Camp 4
July 6-11 Elementary MAD
July 6-11 Middle School Archery
July 6-11 Middle School Sports
July 6-11 Jr. High Cabin
July 6-11 Xtreme Adventure 2
July 6-8 Grand Camp 5
July 8-9 I Don't Have Time 2
July 9-11 Grand Camp 6

WEEK 6
July 13-18 Elementary Cottage 2
July 13-18 Elementary Horse 2
July 13-18 Middle School Cottage
July 13-18 Jr. High MADD
July 13-18 Jr. High Man
July 13-18 Sr. High Archery
July 13-18 Sr. High Cabin 2
WEEK 7
July 20-25 Elementary Cabin 2
July 20-25 Middle School Cabin 3
July 20-25 Jr. High Adventure 2
July 20-25 Sr. High Cottage
July 20-25 Sr. High Horse
July 20-22 Grand Camp 7
July 23-25 Grand Camp 8
WINTER CAMP
December 11-13 3rd-12th grade

12th Annual Aldersgate Camp
Golf Scramble

Come out and enjoy some great food and fellowship at the Gibson Bay Course on Friday, May 29 at 1:00 p.m. The
cost per player is $65 and includes cart and green fees, balls, drinks, tee prizes, and a cookout following the event.
All proceeds benefit the ministries of Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center. Registration deadline is May 22. For
A
additional information, please contact Brad Smart at (606)316-0402
or golf4camp@gmail.com.

Stewardship Emphasis
Budget Needs for March, 2015					
*Total Income for March, 2015					
Deficit for the month					

$ 128,125.50
$ 107,016.93
($ 21,108.57)

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 3/31/2015)
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 3/31/2015)
Deficit for the year				

$ 333,126.30
$ 278,076.07
($ 55,050.23)

Alms Donations – March					

$

3,849.00

Methodist Home (5th Sunday Offering)			

$

868.00

Balloon Fund Contributions – March			

$

16,311.25

Total 2015 Balloon Fund Contributions as of 3/31/2015

$

47,295.38

Mortgage Balance as of 3/31/2015				

$2,905,015.91

*(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees, and Kroger card receipts.)

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have
placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.”
— Martin Luther (1483-1546), German reformer and theologian
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