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For the past several Sundays in our morning worship, we 
have been looking at the goals of the church in light of 
what God imagines for the church to be. We have been 
talking about the goals of the church as they have been 
placed in our hearts and minds through God's Spirit and 
formed by the value statements of the church. 

We have said that St. Luke is a church where...
...The Bible is the foundation of all we do
...Prayer is essential for spiritual growth 

...Every person is a person of infinite worth
...The emphasis is on growing into Christ-likeness 

...Christ's love is demonstrated through relationships & service
 

...Worship is a top priority
 

...Risk taking and embracing change is who we are  

...Faith sharing is the responsibility of every person
...Striving for excellence honors God   

based on those values, we will strive to...
...increase overall participation in the ministries of the 

church by 20%
...begin 10 more missional communities

...integrate 300 additional people in the life of the church
...welcome 400 first time guests to worship 

 

...have 50 new persons professing their faith in Christ
 ...incorporate all new members into the mission and 

ministry of the church
..and, be the best Stewards possible of the resources God 

gives us.   

We will conclude our reflection, for now, on February 
15 with a great celebration of our faithfulness. 2014 was 
a great year in the church. Record numbers of people 
were served through the numerous outreach ministries.  
We worshipped with an ever-increasing diverse group of 
people, enhanced by our Multicultural and Missional 
Communities. Financially, our giving increased by 6% 
over the previous year which does not include the funds 
received as we closed out our Reach Beyond Campaign 
(more than $70,000).  

We have much to celebrate. We realize, however,  that we 
celebrate around the proverbial elephant in the room and 
that is the nearly 3 million dollar debt left on the building 
of the Life Center. Unless we are aggressive in eliminating 
that debt, the increasing debt burden will greatly hamper 
our ministries for many years to come. 

We began to ask, what would happen if we could pay off 
the debt in ten years, rather than the anticipated twenty 
years? The first thing we discovered was that if we could 
do that, then we would save one million dollars in interest 
payments for ministry and outreach over the life of the 
loan. The second thing we discovered was this could be 
possible if we could pay an additional $78,000 on the 
principal of the loan every year for ten years. Now that 
may seem like a large amount, but it is surprisingly close 
to the amount that persons paid into the Reach Beyond 
Fund in 2014. If all of us who have been contributing to 
Reach Beyond will simply continue that level of giving, 
$78,000 is not such a daunting figure after all.  

We established what will be referred to as the Balloon 
Fund and are looking for 120 persons, families, classes, 
groups who will commit to giving an additional fifty 
dollars a month in 2015 to the Balloon Fund. Every time 
our giving reaches the level of $600, a balloon will be 
purchased (biodegradable, of course) which represents 
a piece of the Life Center. Throughout the year, we will 
release these balloons as a celebration of how St. Luke 
is soaring in 2015. On February 15, we will have a great 
celebration in our morning worship services and following 
the 11:10 service an Open House in the Life Center. As 
some generous gifts have already been received for the 
Balloon Fund, we will culminate the celebration with 
our first balloon release. It will be an exciting day in the 
church. You won't want to miss it. Come plan to soar with 
us in 2015 and beyond.  

Pastor Mark

SOar in 2015
through INVESTMENT
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God's Pantry volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed to serve clients on:

Thursdays from 12:30-3:00 p.m. for the next three months 

Fourth Monday of each month from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to stock

Friday mornings, two volunteers are needed to stock from 10-12:30. 

Contact Kathy Gendreau at 229-7527 or katgen452@twc.com.
 

Walk for Warmth
Help Lexington Rescue Mission fight homelessness Saturday, February 28. Become a part of St. Luke history and 
join the 2015 Walk for Warmth team. Each year we participate in raising funds and awareness about homelessness in 
Lexington. Funds will prevent eviction or utility shut-off.

The two-mile walk through downtown, starting at Phoenix Park, begins at 9:45 a.m. Registration is $30 adults/$10 
kids. Register at www.walkforwarmth.org or (859) 381-9600. Stop by the Connection Center to see the display of past 
teams and pick up a pledge sheet. 

SOar in 2015
through OUTREACH

Dear St. Luke,

your gift of $133 will help 
us start this new year on a 
strong footing, prepared to 
meet the needs of those who 
are looking for help and hope. 
We are eternally grateful!

Sincerely,
jim connell
Executive Director
Lexington rescue Mission
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SOar in 2015
through EXPERIENCES

4/February 2015

On January 10, 2015, Reid Buchanan 
and I left for the North American 
country of Nicaragua in Central 
America. We joined with Ronnie 
Hopkins, who, along with his wife Angi, 
were the first missionaries to serve in the 
nation of Nicaragua for The Mission 
Society. Before joining The Mission 
Society team, they served in the Red 
Bird Missionary Conference, Ronnie as 
the camp manager and Angi as nurse 
practitioner. We also joined with three 
men from Georgia, one man from 
Pennsylvania, and one woman from 
Washington, D.C. So, along with two 
Nicaraguan translators and a pastor from 
the community of Mayaskita (where we 
set up camp), there were eleven of us.

While there, we spent most of the week 
on a river in Northern Nicaragua called 
the Rio Bocay in the Bosawas Biosphere 
Reserve visiting, learning from and hearing 
about the needs of the communities along 
the river. This was a vision trip to see how 
we, at St. Luke, might partner with the 
communities there.

It was about an eight hour journey 
(divided among two days) by pickup 
truck from the capital city of Managua 
on the roughest and toughest roads 
imaginable. Once we arrived at the 
mouth of the Rio Bocay, we spent about 
4-5 hours traveling down the crocodile 
inhabited river on a canoe made from a 
hollowed out tree with bamboo logs for 
seats. And it was the dry season, so of 
course it rained every two hours. It was 
quite the adventure!

 Nicaragua

(Continued on next page)
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Every day we visited two, sometimes three, communities for a total of about eight while we were there for that week. 
Many of the communities' leaders claimed that we were the first foreigners to have ever visited their communities. A 
lot of them expected us to come and build them schools, water systems or provide gifts. However, we ascribe to the 
old adage "Give a man a fish, you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a life time." Every 
community we visited was either desperately in need of clean water and a system to provide that or for a school building 
and program to educate their children. We told every community that we were there to teach them what needed to be 
done, how they needed to go about them, and to train and teach them how to progress their communities. We told 
them that if they did all the work and transportation of materials, we would provide things like gas and oil.

The people in these communities don't have a lot, but they do have God and place a huge emphasis and value on the 
church and the church building. The church is also very wide but not very deep. There is a lot we can do with Ronnie 
and Angi Hopkins to partner the communities along the Rio Bocay in Nicaragua to help provide clean water and 
education. And there's a lot we can learn from them as well.

Mark Walz, Jr.
Director of Administration and Communication
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Winter blitz re-cap
From January 16-18,  St. Luke United Methodist Youth (SLUMY) attended the youth retreat Winter Blitz, as they 
have done for many years. The youth members grew closer together through fellowship and games and also got to 
grow closer and learn more about God. The main activity of the conference took place in a stadium. There was a 
worship band that ignited youth members to praise their God in both energetic ways and in reverence. There was also 
a comedic group, Bean and Bailey, who showed the value of God’s creation of laughter in creative ways. The focus of 
Winter Blitz was presented by Pastor Fred Lynch. He discussed having a meaningful and legitimate encounter with 
God, and applying that encounter at home. The experience was an incredible one. It was one that none of the youth 
will forget anytime soon. We became closer to knowing one another in a way that God would want for His church, but 
more importantly grew closer to God and got one step closer to knowing His true plan for us. Winter Blitz is always 
an incredible experience for SLUMY, and is one that always brings God as the main attraction.

James Southworth
SLUMY Member

the experience was an incredible one. it was one 
that none of the youth will forget anytime soon.
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SOar in 2015
through FELLOWSHIP

There’s still time to join the Wednesday.comm group that’s right for you!
Wednesday evenings are a great way to get connected at St. Luke. Each Wednesday evening starts with a time of 
fellowship over dinner. Following the meal there are classes and activities for children, youth and adults.  

Our meals will be hosted by different groups and classes to raise awareness and support for various ministries 
in our community. Meals are $5 per plate ($15 max per family, sharing allowed if you wish) and will be served 
from 5:15-6:30 p.m.  

There is a very exciting line-up of classes this spring!  Check out the descriptions below and on the following page to 
find one that best suits your discipleship growth needs.

Wednesday.comm Schedule Each Week:

5:15-6:30 p.m.  Come and go community meal in the Gym
6:00-7:00 p.m.  Childcare for infants and toddlers
6:00-7:00 p.m. Activities for preschoolers
6:00-7:00 p.m. K-5th Graders–Beakers, Bubbles and the Bible 2
6:00-7:30 p.m. Youth Bible Study in the Youth Room
6:00-7:00 p.m. Adult Classes (see below)
7:00-8:30 p.m. Adult Choir
7:00-8:30 p.m. Childcare available for children of parents in choir or class.

Adult Classes and Groups:

St. Luke 101 – Membership Class      6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Pastor Mark Girard
**Class will begin March 18.*
In addition to exploring the ministries of St. Luke, the group will be looking at some of the history and beliefs that are 
unique to the United Methodist Church. The class will utilize material such as Bishop Will Willimon’s Why Am I A 
United Methodist, as well as other video resources. The class will take a behind-the-scenes look at some of the ministries 
of St. Luke. Though the class will primarily be geared towards those who are new to St. Luke, anyone who wants to 
join us in the discussion is welcome.

Missions Dilemma        6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Reid Buchanan
During this time,the group will explore the ever-changing world of missions. Discussion will focus on the inclusion 
of indigenous believers in the work of the Great Commission, and how the local church, St. Luke UMC, can be a 
part of the current strategies to fulfill this powerful call from God. For more information contact Reid Buchanan at 
rbuchanan@stlukeumc.org.
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Beautiful Outlaw: Experiencing the Playful, Disruptive, 
Extravagant Personality of Jesus by John Eldredge    6:00-7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Keith Reinke
Reading the Gospels without knowing the personality of Jesus is like watching television with the sound turned off.  
When one discovers his true character, this man who made the wind, music and flying squirrels–suddenly all of the 
remarkable qualities of Jesus burst forth with color and brilliance like fireworks. Those who knew him best loved him 
passionately. He had a sense of humor. His generosity was scandalous. His anger made enemies tremble. He would say 
the most outrageous things. And this Jesus has not changed one bit; he is still himself, available to all who would know 
him. This book by John Eldredge is a great fit between Christmas and Easter. It makes you feel like you are there. It 
helps us really understand who Jesus is, and once we know him, we begin to understand God and who He wants to 
grow us to be. 

The Faces of Grief        6:00- 7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Don Cutter
Join Don as he journeys through productive ways to deal with personal grief or the grief of a friend. In addition to 
dealing with dying and death, the class will study other types of losses that create a grief experience including loss of 
a job, loss of a relationship, loss of a home, loss of the ability to care for oneself, loss of a spouse and children through 
divorce, loss of faith and church, loss of friendships when someone moves away, loss of innocence, and loss of trust.  All 
of these life experiences can be grief experiences. The class will focus on healthy ways to deal with such losses in order 
to move toward to the goal of acceptance and reframing one's future.

Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis      6:00- 7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by John Crissman
This class met during the fall Wednesday.comm and will continue their study of C.S. Lewis' seminal defense of 
Christianity. They will begin this spring with Book 3 Chapter 4: Morality and Psychoanalysis. Please come ready to 
engage in thoughtful dialogue. This twentieth century masterpiece provides an unequaled opportunity for believers 
and nonbelievers alike to hear a powerful, rational case for the Christian faith. Newcomers welcome! 
         
A Lenten Study–Renegade Gospel by Mike Slaughter            6:00- 7:00 p.m. 
Facilitated by Wendell Barnett       
**Class will run March 4–April 8.** 
Jesus didn’t come to start a religion. The rebel Jesus came with a renegade gospel to start a revolution. In this video 
supported study, Renegade Gospel, pastor and author Mike Slaughter presents Jesus and his challenging message to 
inspire us during Lent, Easter and through the year. Read the red letters and discover Jesus all over again. 

Another Bead, Another Prayer by Kristen Vincent  6:00- 7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Karen Girard
Prayer beads provide a way to be still, focus on God, and become more comfortable with praying. Last fall, the 
class discovered the benefits of prayer beads through Kristen Vincent's best-selling book A Bead and a Prayer. This 
semester the group will begin with a brief explanation of Protestant prayer beads for anyone who was not in the fall 
class. After making a set of prayer beads, we will study the four types of prayers, Praise, Confession, Intercession, and 
Thanksgiving, through the 28 scripture-based devotions explored in the new book by Kristen Vincent. This class 
is open to anyone interested in deepening their prayer life and exploring new ways to pray. No previous beading or 
praying experience required!

Knitting and Crocheting        6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Karla Lhade
This group meets weekly to knit and crochet scarves for various missions and causes.  We have now started loom 
knitting, too!  All are welcome from beginner to expert.   Stop by anytime for fellowship and some crocheting and 
knitting tips!
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join us in Worship this Lent for
Mary, Did You Know?  

 (The Life Of Jesus Through His Mother's Eyes)

Many of us have had the experience of sitting with loved ones in hospitals, or homes as they took their final journey 
to their heavenly home. With my Mom, I found that to be a very bittersweet time. It was a time to reflect on her life 
as it intertwined with mine down through the years. In many ways that time of reflection was a gift from God as I 
remembered so many times of joy and happiness. A part of that reflection inevitably contains those moments when 
we wish that we had done some things differently, or known some things then that we know now, or said some things 
that went unsaid. Sometimes, death comes so suddenly that we don't have that reflection time until after they are gone. 

As I have thought about all of that, I came to the realization that so much of how Jesus is intertwined with my life 
has been shaped and informed by what happened after He died. Would Jesus have faded into history along with other 
Jewish political martyrs if His death on the Cross would have been the end of the story? How much of His story, how 
much would we know about Jesus, if it would not have been for the Resurrection? During Lent, we are going to explore 
those questions as we take a look at the life of Jesus through the eyes of Mary, His mother.

Scripture tells us that Mary was at the foot of the cross as Jesus was dying. I suspect that those hours for Mary were a 
time of reflection. How much did she know? How much did she understand about who Jesus truly was as their lives 
intertwined in those brief thirty some years? 

Instead of Lent culminating with Jesus on the Cross on Good Friday, that's where our reflections will begin as we look 
back on the life of Jesus through the eyes of Mary at the foot of the Cross. Join us for morning worship on the Sundays 
of Lent, Easter and the Sunday after Easter as we ask:   

Mary, Did You Know?   
 (The Life Of Jesus Through His Mother's Eyes)    

February 22-April 12 at 8:30, 9:45, 11:10

Pastor Mark

SOar in 2015
through PARTICIPATION
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Esther circle
february 3 at 6 p.m.

fellowship Hall
The Esther Circle of United Methodist 
Women will hold their regular meeting on 
Tuesday, February 3 at 6 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall. Come and join us to learn about  
“involving and welcoming” women of all 
ages with guest speaker, Thea Wells.

Need more information? Contact Kathy 
Silberman at 699-1582.

united Methodist Women unit Meeting
february 12 at 10 a.m.

Both circles, Esther and Sarah, will join for a Unit Meeting on 
Thursday, February 12 at 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

This will be an action/hands-on meeting. The group will put 
together health kits for UMCOR and send cards to missionaries 
and St. Luke shut-ins. There will be a short program on Prayer 
and Self-Denial.

Refreshments will be served–bring a brunch food to share.  
Come and join us in these activities!  Questions? Contact Kathy 
Silberman at 699-1582.

Join us in a new women’s Bible study beginning February 4! Broken and Blessed is a six-week study that 
traces the story of the Genesis family from Adam and Eve through the generations of Joseph, highlighting 
how blessings were brought from brokenness. In addition to the good traits, and in spite of the bad traits 
that were passed down, we will see how God worked for good in every generation. Through these stories 
of Genesis, plus New Testament teachings about family and stories about God’s work in contemporary 
families, this study shows us how God can use our own imperfect families to bring blessing in a hurting 
and broken world. The group meets from 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Contact Jo (859-321-7987, djohnson2@
roadrunner.com) or Susan (859-266-4852, sfstivers@gmail.com) with questions or to sign up, or sign up 
at the Connection Center.

new Women's bible Study 
beginning february 4 from 10:00 am.m.-12:00 p.m.
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SOar in 2015
through STEWARDSHIP

Financial Reflections
Last year was a record-breaking year for St. Luke in so many ways.  Not only did we reach out to more people in our 
community as we spread the word of Jesus Christ, but your financial generosity was greater than it has ever been in 
the history of this church. During 2014, your contributions, receipts from the Kroger Card program and building use 
funds totaled $1,212,854.29. That amount broke the record for the most income ever during a given year. It exceeded 
the General Fund amount given during 2013 by 6.1%!  

In addition to this record-breaking income, you gave $55,313.76 to the Alms Fund. These funds were used to assist 
both church members and those in our community with food, shelter, utility and medical bills.  

We closed the Reach Beyond campaign in 2014, but not before you gave an additional $81,068 to that cause. During 
2015 you will learn more about the Balloon Fund effort in which we will pay off our Life Center mortgage in 10 years 
while saving the church almost $1,000,000 in interest!

As we grow and reach out to those in our community, our country and beyond, we traditionally adopt a very challenging 
budget. We rely on your regular tithes and offerings to function. During 2014, we fell behind in our giving. We fell 
short of our budgeted needs monthly until our budget deficit reached $115,000 at the end of October. Since we do not 
operate with large cash reserves, we struggled with the challenge of meeting our financial obligations.  

With some hesitation, we issued a plea for you to help. And you responded. You responded by giving record-breaking 
amounts during November and December which reduced our deficit to just over $7,000 by year-end. Thank you for 
your response and a special thanks to those who gave extra to help us in our time of need.

Once again we have adopted a challenging budget and once again we are falling short of our budgeted needs. It appears 
that we will begin 2015 with a budget shortfall of almost $17,000 in January.  It is difficult to make decisions about 
our ministries when we are unsure of our financial resources.  

During 2015, please be regular and faithful in your giving and generous in your prayers for the staff, clergy and 
leadership of St. Luke.  

Paul Bramel
Business Administrator

11/February 2015



A

E m p h a s i s

Budget Needs for December, 2014                   $   96,910.48 
Total Income for December, 2014                              $  133,481.44
Surplus for the month                     $      36,570.96

Budget Needs Year-To-Date (as of 12/31/2014)         $1,259,836.24
Total Income Year-To-Date (as of 12/31/2014)                   $1,252,678.53
Deficit for the year                           ($      7,157.71)

Alms Donations – December, 2014        $      3,654.24

Christmas Offering          $      1,753.40

Reach Beyond Contributions – December       $       2,185.00
Total Reach Beyond Contributions         $   752,355.53

Life Center Mortgage Balance                    $2,934,674.74

(Total Income includes contributions, building use fees and Kroger card receipts)

“Dearest lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as 
you deserve; to give and not to count the cost.” 

— ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), jesuit founder
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